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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett) rook the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

PETUI ON - RESERVE 860 WARANJRIJP SPRING, DAWESVJLLZ
Conservation and Land Management Department Vesting Request

MR READ (Murray) (2.02 pmj: I have a petition to present which reads as follows -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned petitioners of Western Australia and residents urge you:

To retain the integrity and continued public use of reserve 860, Warangrup Spring at
Dawesvilie, Mandurah, by vesting the reserve under the Department of
Conservation and Land Management, (CALM) for the purpose of recreation
& conservation.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 60 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 15 1.]

STUDENT PARLIAMENT - CENTENARY OF THE CONSTITUTION
Success

THE SPEAKER :Before proceeding with the business of the House today 1 draw the
attention of members to a number of students in the Public Gallery. These are the students
who have participated in the student Parliament over the last few days. As members know,
91 students were selected to represent their various areas of the State in this Parliament.
They were selected from a group of students numbering 140. We have all received a number
of reports over the last few days about the way in which the student Parliament has been
conducted, and we are pleased and proud of the enthusiasm shown by the students and the
success of the operation.

Success can be measured in many ways. Having spoken with some of the students today,
one of the clear successes of the student Parliament has been the feeling of unity which has
been engendered by these young Western Australians from all over the State. As they leave
the Parliament today I am sure that they will take with them lasting friendships for the years
ahead. I hope that they have enjoyed this experience and learned what the Parliament of
Western Australia ought to be all about. I thank them for participating.

[Applause.]

MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE - COUNTRY HOSPITALS

Summer Period Closure Proposal

THE SPEAKER : Earlier today, within the allotted time, I received a letter from the
member for Warren seeking to debate as a matter of public importance the proposed closure
of some country hospitals during the summer period.

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.

[At least five members rose in their places.J

The SPEAKER: In accordance with the Sessional Order, half an hour will be allocated to
each side of the House for the purpose of this debate.

Before calling the member for Warren, I further advise that this is another example of
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argument being put in motions. The arguments should be left to the debate, and motions
should be plain standing.

MR 0OMODE I (Warren) [2. 11 pm]: I move -

That this House -

(1) Notes that the decision by the Minister for Health to close certain country
hospitals during the summer period contradicts the assurance given to the
Parliament by the Premier on Thursday, 27 September 1990 when she said -

"There will be no closure or downgrading of country hospitals or
medical centres in this Budget."; and

(2) Condemns the Minister for imposing a cut in funding to country hospitals
while there has been an overall increase of $80 million in the State's health
budget.

The imposition of funding cuts will impact on -

(a) long term elderly patients and their families;

(b) local District Hospitals and services and district general practitioners;

(c) emergency patients; and

(d) financial income and economic activity of small rural commnunities.

And calls on the Government to reverse the Minister's decision and to ensure that the
delivery of health services is maintained at existing levels.

Mr Speaker, this is a very serious issue. It is a matter of public interest and in my view is
properly brought forward within the Standing Orders of the House. At a time when the
Government in this State is in a shambles we have the Premier and Treasurer misleading this
House on one of the most important Government facilities in the Health budget. On
27 September, the Leader of the National Party asked the Treasurer -

Will the Treasurer inform us which country hospitals and medical services are liely
to be affected by the Government's policy?

The response, in part, was -

There will be no closure or downgrading of country hospitals or medical centres in
this Budget.

Obviously this is another case of the right band not knowing what the left hand is doing.
Western Australia is presently undergoing a rural crisis, yet this Government at one moment
wants to impose daylight saving - an issue that country people are against - on the livelihoods
of people in the country, and at the next moment proposes to impose cuts on the vital
resources that country people need to maintain their social structure and the structure of their
country towns. I have been in close contact with a number of towns in rural Western
Australia. They are absolutely dismayed that the Government should come forward with this
proposal at a time when wheat, wool and other industries across the State are suffering a
severe decline.

-. The budgets of country hospitals are being. cut to the extent that it would mean a loss of up_
to, or more than, $700 000 for some small country hospitals. That is unacceptable. The
Budget has been brought down when only eight months are left for those hospital boards and
administrators to effect those cuts, and the watering down of services will be to the great
detfrment not only of people who suffer accidents, but also those who are elderly and those
who require medical services.

Mr MacKinnon: It is an example of why the Budget should be brought down early.

Mr Blaikie: The Government has little regard for people in country areas, certainly the sick
and the elderly.

Mr OMODEI: I can only concur with those comments. The Budget in this State was the last
Budget of any State Government to be brought down, and that highlights the need for
Budgets to be brought down on time so that if any provisions impact on Government services
throughout country Western Australia there is sufficient time for them to be dealt with.
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The proposal by the Health Department indicates strongly that it intends to have a seasonal
closure or service reduction in those country hospitals. The hospitals are, in particular, those
at Cunderdin, Corrig&, Wongan Hills, Kununoppin, Beverley, Goomalling, Kellerberrin and
Narembeen. They are just the ones I know of - I do not know whether the Government has
other hospitals on its list. Certainly most of those areas are being affected by the locust
plague as well as the downturn in the grain and wool industries.

The SPEAKER: Order! The level of background conversation is such that it is very difficult
to hear the person making the speech, and that should not be the case.
Mr OMODEI: I know that country Western Australia does not interest many members on
the other side of the House, but I would have thought they would take the time to listen to the
debate.

Those country people have been given an ultimatum that the Government will completely
close their hospitals for four weeks Over the Christmas-New Year period, or partially close
them for six weeks over that period. Not only that, but also the hospital boards are being told
that immediate action must be taken within two weeks. We need to know why this is
occurring. Of course, there are a number of reasons. We know that the Government has
some grandiose plans to redevelop the Swan Brewery. Another $3.7 million has been
allocated in the Budget this year. and we believe that $3.7 million would go a long way
towards keeping these country hospitals open. At the moment there are insufficient funds to
run those hospitals properly, and no room at all to cut the budget, especially in the eight
month period they have been given.

The demand to close the hospitals for four to six weeks over the Christmas-New Year period
is simply unbelievable in this day and age. The Government is proposing to cut services to
these necessary facilities at a time when all country students will be at home, assisting with
the harvest, and at a time when people will be most at risk. Anybody who knows anything
about country towns in Western Australia knows that hospital and education facilities are
vital to the future of those towns. If the Government closes those hospitals or reduces the
available services it will impact on the people in those communities. When people go to
settle in a country town the first things they look for are medical and education facilities
which will adequately cater for their family, yet this Government proposes to decimate
country towns in this State at a time when they are in vital need of those services. This is
another example of the Government overlooking country people. I commend the motion to
the House.

MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.20 pm]: As the member for
Warren did, I remind the Treasurer of her remarks on 27 September in response to question
without notice 438 which asked -

Will the Treasurer indicate whether the program statements which are to be
issued will publish precisely where the Government intends to reallocate staff
and financial resources in health services?

(2) Will the Treasurer inform us when the program statements budget paper is
likely to be provided to members?

(3) If they are not to be made today, in view of the urgency of the situation in
relation to services in the country, will the Treasurer inform us which country
hospitals and medical services are likely to be affected by the Government's
policy?

The Treasurer replied -

There will be no closure or downgrading of country hospitals or medical centres in
this Budget.

The Treasurer said that there would be no downgrading; they were her words but that is what
has been done.

Opposition members: Shame, shame!

The SPEAKER: Order! It has not escaped my notice that we have a selective audience
today. When I received notice of this matter of public importance I thought it would present
an opportunity which may not leave a good impression on those people. I will not curtail the
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debate in any way but I ask those members speaking on this motion to speak through the
Chair. En that way perhaps we may hear the facts and fewer personal statemenrs.

Mr COWAN: [ would be delighted if we left a lasting impression on those people who are in
the Public Gallery. Such an impression should be that we have a caring Government, not a
Government that is prepared to have a Premier issue a statement as strong and as definitive
as this one and then to have one of her Ministers, through one of his senior health officers,
issue a directive to the central wheatbelt health region.

Mrs Henderson: Do you object to people operating within our Budget?

Mr COWAN: That is not all that has been issued in the directive entitled "Seasonal
Closures/Service Reduction". How many hospitals in Government members' electorates will
be closed? How many will lose their hospital services? Perhaps the Government could
answer that question. Now the Minister for i-ousing has asked if we want people to operate
within the Budget. Perhaps that is what brought about this directive by the health officer in
the central wheatbelt health region.

Last June/July a number of hospitals ran over budget and a number of other hospital boards
got together and decided to, by hard work and by other means at their disposal, reduce their
level of expenditure. In doing that they saved money from their budgets which was returned
to the Health Department so those other hospitals which had run over budget would be able
to extend their services. That was a commendable effort; however, what is their reward?
They have been told in a directive from the Health Department that that arrangement will be
permanent. What sort of reward is that for a group of people who worked voluntarily to
reduce their level of expenditure to help other hospitals when they ran over budget? They

are now faced with a permanent two per cent Budget cut. What type of Government issues,
through its Premier, a reassurance to people who have to rely on country hospital services
that they will see no closure of country hospitals and then downgrades the services?
Perhaps I can pre-empt what the Minister for Health will say. Let us hope that he does not
say that there will be no closure of hospitals. Can the Minister for Health tell me, if I
become an emergency patient for some reason during the period from Christmas to February
and I am taken to the Narembeen Hospital - one of the eight hospitals listed on the directive -

and I cannot be admitted, whether that hospital has closed? Have the services been
downgraded or not?

Mr Wilson: That will depend on whether it is possible to make alternative arrangements in
the local community or not.

Mr COWAN: We are dealing with lives and the Minister says that it will depend on whether
it is possible to make alternative arrangements. People in country areas depend on their
hospitals for health services. Country areas need local practitioners arnd hospitals. it would
have been much more appropriate if the Government had taken a less dictatorial approach to
this matter. It could have gone to the hospital boards and told them that, notwithstanding
their very good efforts - their voluntary efforts - in July this year that further expenditure
restraint within the hospital system in Western Australia is needed; notwithstanding the fact
that there has been an $80 million increase in the allocation in the Health budget.

Dr Lawrence: What is that in real terms?

Mr COWAN: It does not represent a cut in actual funds to the Health budget. How many
hospitals wild the Premier apply this directive to in the metropolitan area? The answer is,
none. I now refer to the stupidity of this directive. Everybody knows that country hospitals
not only provide inpatient care but also play a..key role in the delivery of e xternal services,
such as meals on wheels and external extended patient care at aged hostels. There may be
some demarcation but hospitals are still responsible for the administration of aged hostels. In
my home town our aged hostel caters for approximately six patients and the hospital
administers it. Different staff may be appointed to the hostel but the hostel is situated
adjacent to and is managed in conjunction with the hospital. The hospital has responsibility
for permanent care patients. What will happen to those permanent care patients if the
four week total closure is to occur? Would the Premier or any member on the front bench
want any one of their relatives, who was an aged, permanent care patient, to be taken from
their hospital and put, for four weeks, into another hospital some 150 kilometres down the
track? What sort of Government would be so uncaring to issue such a directive through a
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senior health officer, with the support of the Minister? I will read again the directive if
members do not believe what [ say -

The initiative termed "seasonal closure/service reduction"* remains the priority
initiative to effect the savings required. This initiative is in no way an attempt to
foreshadow any closures of a permanent nature.

What a joke! The document continues -

It is a management strategy to bring budgets in on target in an extremely difficult
economic climate. The Minister has given fuill support for this initiative, which is
also being pursued in other regions.

Turning the page we see a list of eight hospitals in the whearbelt. The document continues -

It will be necessary for Wongan Hills and Goomalling Hospitals to coordinate their
action, as it will be for Cunderdin and Kellerberrin Hospitals and Corrigin and
Kondinini Hospitals.

Kondinin is not in that region; it is in the Albany region. So the Government should not be
telling us that no other proposals are to be made for other regions. Other proposals will be
made.

Mr Pearce: The Minister will respond. When the Leader of the National Party read the
document, he said at one stage, "That is true." Further on, reading the next line, he said,
"That's a joke" -

Mir Macinnon: What will happen in your electorate?

Mr Pearce: All hospitals in my electorate will be living within their budgets, as they do in
electorates of other members in this House.
The SPEAKER: Order! Even though they are disorderly in the extreme and contrary to
Standing Orders, I do not mind interjections. However they must be addressed to the person
making a speech, not to someone else. They must be addressed to the person speaking and
only while he is inviting an interjection.

Mr COWAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. This is a very emotive issue. The regional director
who issued this directive to hospitals will discover that. She has arranged to meet wit
hospital boards; as she walks into or out of any hospital she will be met by all people who
use and rely on those hospitals for services. She will be left in no doubt about the impact and
consequences of the directive.

In the metropolitan area we can choose which hospital to attend. In country areas, we cannot
do that. We have no choice. We attend the nearest hospital, and for some of us the distance
travelled is in excess of 100 kilometres. The suggestion has been made that we should
by-pass the services and go to the next hospital.

Mr Shave: That's good, if a person is having a heart attack.

Mr COWAN. That is a good point. What about emergency cases? We witnessed the
untimely death of Mr Robert Holmes a Court which occurred because he was not able to
receive immediate medical attention. Fortunately for Mr Kerry Packer, he was able to
receive immrediate medical attention. There is a lesson to be learnt in those cases. However,
the Government gives fuill support to an initiative involving the close-down of hospital
services. T'he Government says not to worry and to go to the next hospital.

Mr Kierath: Where is the nearest hospital?

Mir COWAN: It -would involve at least half an hour or 40 minutes' travelling time.

Mr Trenorden: The Premier has said that such hospitals are too close together.

Mr COWAN: I am amazed that this Government - which should be demonstrating that it
cares, that it is not totally bound up in WA Inc deals or in extricating itself from the mire of
those deals - is prepared to show that it does not care. The Government has told people in
country areas that hospital services in one region must be run to budget, and that ultimately it
will cut $700 000 from the overall regional budget. The overall Health budget has expanded
by $80 million. I understand increased costs are involved, but even if that is the case, all
hospitals should at least have been told that they should run to last year's budgetary figure.
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This is not the case in country hospitals. They have been told to reduce budgets by $300 000
this year, and $300 000 next year; that given the increase in wages and salaries we must
budget for a $700 000 cut in expenditure by 1991. Why are we to suffer a cut in expenditure
when all other hospitals at worst are told their budgets will be the same as last year? Some
hospitals have probably been told they can have more because of the increase in the Health
budget. Some other area will receive an increase. Will that be at central office?

Mr Wilson: I will tell you.

Mr COWAN: I have made some comparisons. I have discovered that in New South Wales
the central administration of health services employs 450 people. New South Wales is much
larger than Western Australia on a per capita basis so the Minister for Health should find out
how many people are employed in his administration. I suggest he would discover than on a
per capita basis that number is substantially larger than the New South Wales figure. 1 also
suggest if the Minister does not find a better method to approach the problem we will ask the
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations in another place to make those
decisions for him.

I fully support the motion.

MR WILSON (Dianella - Minister for Health) r2,36 pm]: Inevitably this issue and the way
it has progressed has roused a great deal of anger and indignity -

Mr Kierath: Why don't you resign?

Mr WILSON: I suppose it is too much to ask, especially in view of the audience in the
gallery today, that we might have an edifying debate and address the issues of which this
matter is part and parcel; that is, the problems facing Goverrnents across Australia with
respect to diminishing revenues for the funding of health services.

The Leader of the National Party made reference to New South Wales. If we compare the
budgets for health in Western Australia and New South Wales we will find some similarities
For instance, in the first place, in Western Australia the Government has allocated
27 per cent of the total current Budget to health services. In New South Wales, the only
Liberal Government in Australia - and the only Liberal Government which has experienced
Government in the last nine years - is facing up to similar issues relating to public health
funding and it is also expending 27 per cent of its total Budget on health services. The
Government of Western Australia - and all State Governments, irrespective of their colour -
is putting greater emphasis on deriving greater efficiency from existing resources.

Mr MacKinnon: New South Wales did not lose $1 billion as a result of WA Inc deals.

Mr WILSON: That is so, but that Government is able to allocate only 27 per cent of its total
Budget to the health area. That is exactly the same percentage allocated by the Labor
Government of Western Australia.

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: I know that we have sitting on the Opposition benches a bunch of soft
optionists. Every time we come up against hard decisions involving the restraint of public
expenditure in any area of governiment, those members take the soft option. They take the
option of demanding more money, no matter where it will come from.- more money must be
found! It is always the soft option.

Mr Clarko: And we pay more.

Mr WILSON: Are we paying more?

Mr Clarko: More is coming out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund and we are receiving a
worse service - people are queuing up for services.
Mir WILSON: As far as Medicare is concerned, which I intended to mention, in the last six
years the Commonwealth contribution to hospital funding in Western Australia has declined
in real terms by 17 per cent. The Western Australian Government and Governments in all
other States of Australia have had to make up the difference. It is not a question of the State
Government not keeping pace with the increasing demands.

Mr Clarko: We are paying more for less.

Mr Cowan: In the country it will be more for nothing.
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Mr WILSON: The Leader of the National Party, and the motion, seeks to make some point
about the fact that this action is being proposed against the allocation in the Budget of an
overall increase of $80 million as though somebody has been short-changed.

Mr Cowan: They have.

Mr WILSON: The Leader of the National Party and Opposition members have been out of
Government a fair time and have not been able to come to grips with Budgets. The
$80 million allocation is made up of a $65.3 million flaw-on from the previous year from
awards and increments in salaries and wages to nurses, doctors and other hospital staff; a
$5.5 million flow-on from new programs instituted in the previous year; and nearly
$1 million taken up from completed capital works. In fact $20 million of that amount of the
impact of previous Budget decisions and wage and salary flow-on to doctors and nurses and
other hospital staff has gone to country hospitals. Country hospitals have received one-
quarter of that $80 million budgetary increase.

Mr Blaikie: Sir Humphrey must have written that for you.

Mr WILSON: The member for Vasse resorts to inane interjections which have no bearing on
the substance of the debate.
Mr Shack, the ex Federal shadow Minister for Health, remonstrated with the Liberal Party
about not having the courage to bring in the policies that he advocated at the last election.
The New South Wales Minister for Health has asked the Federal Liberal Party to stop talking
about health because he is satisfied with the review currently being undertaken by the
Federal Government. I do not think that the member for Marmion can talk about our record
i health when the previous Federal shadow Minister for Health said at the last election that

his own party in Government had a lamentable record in health.

Ms Clarko: He was wrong.

Mr WILSON: Why was he removed from the shadow Cabinet?

Several members interjected.
Mr WILSON: We must put the proposals before us in a rational context. Opposition
members who have spoken have tried to remonstrate with the Premier for going back on an
earlier undertaking. The Premier has not gone back on any undertaking. The responsibility
for this decision arises from the Budget undertaking, which was made quite clear to the
community, that savings of 2.5 per cent had to be effected in the current year. All Ministers
and all departments were given the task of fiding ways and means of effecting those
savings. A clear mandate was given that in health services savings of $30 million would be
made this year and $59 million in a fuall financial year without directly impacting on patient
services. Health department managers were given the task of looking at their own regions
and putting forward proposals for effecting one per cent savings in the current Budget.
Mr Macinnon: You cut their budget and then you blame them.

Ms WILSON: They are regional managers and they have a management job to do. They
should be getting on with their job of management. In the process -
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! This applies to speakers on both sides of the House: I do not mind
interjections, particularly in this debate as they are possibly important, but interjections
which are designed to shout down the person who has the call are improper. I ask members
to desist from those sorts of interjections.

Ms WILSON: I readily admit that in the handling of this matter serious mistakes were made.
Insufficient consultation was given -

Mr Lewis: We have heard all this before.

Mr Clarko: "It was an honest mistake.'

Mr WILSON: It was not an honest mistake; it was a mistake which should not have
happened. Consultation should have occurred beforehand. Members must understand the
difficulties involved in effecting consultation without somebody somewhere in the system
saying. "I read that in the newspaper before it was discussed with me." Genuine attempts
were made to consult with the hospital boards and administrators affected. The proposal
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which is currently under consideration was discussed at a meeting by administrators in that
region and suggestions came from the administrators. As a result of their suggestions these
proposals were put forward.

It was decided at the regional level that the information should be faxed to regional boards
and administrators ahead of any public announcement prior to the regional manager visiting
those boards and discussing these proposals with them. That information was leaked to the
media and it became common knowledge. That was not a good way to handle the matter, but
I genuinely think that it would have been difficult in whatever way it was handled. Whatever
way the proposal was put there would have been a great deal of heat and a fair degree of
rejection by people who had to represent the political interests of their electorates. These
proposals are departmnent-wide. All units within the department are being asked to make
one per cent savings this year. The staff numbers at the central office will be diminished. It
will be fined down and the metropolitan area will adopt a proposal established in New South
Wales for area health boards which will be responsible for the day to day operations and
budgets of health services, including hospitals, in the metropolitan area.

All areas of the State will be affected. Different parts of the State have different needs and
these must be addressed locally and on the spot and in consultation. One positive result is
that six of the eight boards have now come back to the regional director saying that they are
prepared to put forward alternative proposals to bring about greater efficiencies in the
operations of their hospitals. That is a very good response.

Mr Omnodei: They have no alternative.

Mr WILSON: They have an alternative because ultimately no changescan occur without the
cooperation of the boards and the management of the hospital, and without input from the
workers in the hospitals, through their unions and as they individually represent themselves,
and local communities. People need to understand that the Government cannot effect those
changes without a cooperative arrangement. r believe that a cooperative approach is possible
which will bring about greater efficiency. We can never stand still and say that greater
efficiencies cannot be made in the operation of hospitals anywhere in the State. We must
always have before us questions about whether greater efficiencies can be made. It is fair
enough to raise questions about those four to six weeks over the Christmas period when
historically there is very low use of hospital services, and to consider whether greater
efficiencies can be made at that time or at other times of the year when services can be
maintained and can be offered in different ways. That includes the suggestions already
coming forward from the hospital boards about changing the roster systems and about the
way work practices are conducted.

The SPEAKER: Order! It is very important that the Hansard reporter be given the
opportunity to record what is being said, and I understand there is some difficulty at the
moment. I ask everybody to please cooperate.

Mr WILSON: Some criticism has been levelled in the communities and through members of
Parliament representing their electorates about the way in which this proposal has been
made. I believe that in future we need to adopt a process which everybody can be fully
aware of and trust.

Mr Macinnon: We need a different Government.

Mr WILSON: A different Government would not help because the Opposition side of
Parliament is not prepared to come forward with rational counterproposals about improving
the efficiency of operations in the health system. I have had no proposals from the
Opposition on improving the health system. In the whole time the Liberal Party has been in
Opposition I have received no proposals firom it with regard to ways and means of offering
health services in a better manner.

I believe we must refer this matter to a body which is independent of the Government and of
the Health Department. Therefore, it is my intention that a proposal be developed for
reference to the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee of this House for a
review of the way in which hospital services are provided.

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: I want to give the Opposition a chance to make an input through a rational
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process into some of the harder decisions that must be made on a community basis about the
Statewide delivery of health services. I do not think the Opposition is prepared to measure
up to chat challenge because its members are screaming that they do not want to be part of
the process.

NMx Shave: The buck stops with you.

Mr WILSON: The Opposition members do not want to be part of that process but they want
to stand aside and criticise any move made or any proposal put forward. They have no
creative ideas of their own or any lateral thoughts to deal with the situation facing health
services across this nation. The declining dollar available for expenditure means that there
must be more efficient use of health services. Reference to the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee of this House, which represents all parties, would be a
means of allowing a parties to move around the country, take submissions and get from
hospital boards, shire councils and other people in the country a measured response about the
way in which efficiencies can be made and decent services can continue to be provided.

Mr Cowan: Why not set up a special Select Committee? The Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee has its own agenda.

Mr WILSON; No, I have checked with the Chairman of the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee and have been told that it will be in a position to conduct
such an exercise in the very near future. Obviously, the chairman of that committee will
check further as to whether this is feasible. At the moment that is the appropriate course to
follow. Some members seem to be suggesting that they do not want any part of it; they do
not want to buy into this difficult issue, or to be part of any of the difficult decisions which
must be made.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask for members' cooperation. I do not chink it appropriate for
members to try to shout over the member trying to make a speech to the extent that if he
wants to be heard he must shout. It is highly improper and I ask for members' cooperation.

Mr WILSON: In response to the interjection by the Leader of the National Party, I am not
averse to considering the alternative of the establishment of a Select Committee for that
purpose. I have already considered that course and I have a great deal of material for
submission to such a committee.

Mr Cowan: I made the suggestion because we are about to go into a different system of
examining the Estimates which will allow us to deal with this issue. There is no reason why
people on the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Commuittee should be charged with
this review; many other members have a specific interest in this subject and they might be
more inclined to serve on a Select Commnittee with specific terms of reference rather than a
committee with the broad terms of reference of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee.

Mr WILSON: That is a fair point and a positive contribution to the debate.

Mr Cowan: if the Select Committee is given specific terms of reference, we will support the
Government.

Mr WILSON: It will be necessary for the National Party to get support from the Opposition
Liberal Party because it appears to be pouring cold water on the proposition.
Mr Omodei: That is not true.

Mr WILSON: I thought some members of the Opposition were. That was my view of the
situation. I have received that councersuggestion from the Leader of the National Party
which I think deserves serious consideration. This Parliament should be in a position to
rationally address this serious situation, and to make a decision which the Parliament and the
people in the country can accept as a way forward.

MR McNEE (Moore) [2.58 pm]: The Minister gave a very fine Sir Humphrey speech and,
as usual, it meant nothing. On Tuesday, 25 September the Minister was asked the following
question by the member for Merredin -

Will the Minister use this opportunity to end media speculation and speculation in his
department that country medical services are to be savagely reduced as a result of
Budget cuts and that as a result some country hospitals will be closed?
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The Minister answered in pant -

I am sure that on Thursday, when he sees the Budget, all his worst fears will be
relieved.

On that very Thursday the Premier was asked a question on this subject, to which she replied
that there would be no closures or downgrading of country hospitals. This Government
stands stripped of all credibility. The Minister has just said that a person who has a heart
attack in Goomalling in January is not as important as a person who has a heart attack in
Goomnalling in October, because his heart attack will occur during holiday time. How
ridiculous is that? It does not matter how often the place is used according to the Minister's
statistics. Of course, it is used less in January than it is in November because some people
are able to go away on holiday and, of course, with such a small population the usage of the
hospital facility is reduced. However, that does not mean that the need is any less. I can
assure members that does not lessen the need for health care. The Government wants to save
a lousy $300 000, but it is spending $46 000 a month to ensure the scaffolding remains on the
old Swan Brewery. Is the scaffolding around the brewery more important than some poor
person's health in Kununoppin or Goomalling?

Mr MacKinnon: It is for this Government. It would rather save face than lives.

Mr McNEE: The Government squandered huge amounts of money, yet it talks about saving
money. It should be condemned. Country people have never been frightened to put their
money where their mouths are on issues relating to health. I chaired a country hospital board
for a number of years and I am very aware of the problems faced by country hospital boards,
particularly during holiday time. I fulfilled that role during the period of a goad
Government. The Government at the time did not push me, as chairman of the hospital
board, to save every last cent. Hospital hoards managed to contend with problems when
people went on holidays. This issue is important and I support the motion.

DR TURNBULL (Collie) [3.03 pm]: The leader of this Government, the Premier of
Western Australia, has claimed that she has a special commitment to the care of families. To
which families is that care directed? The proposal concerning country hospitals does not
show commitment to the care of rural people and their families in towns and on farms. If
country hospitals close that will be another example of the cheapness of the Premier's talk of
social justice and commitment to the care of families. If country hospital closures occur, the
Government will have forfeited its right to govern country people. The Government will be
depriving rural people - the most productive sector of the State - of their basic rights of
access to primary health care. Equality of access to emergency care will be denied to
hundreds of families. If the Government's proposal is implemented, at a very busy time of
the year - during the harvest season when accidents occur - no medical assistance will be
available. Medical help in times of need will be tens or hundreds of kilometres further away.
The greater number of road accident deaths in the country compared with the city is directly
related to the time that elapses before an accident victim can reach primary medical care.

Death is a fear that country people live with every day; the country is a hostile environment.
Wives, mothers, husbands, fathers, daughters and sons fear that one of their loved ones will
die because medical care is not close enough. The temporary closure of country hospitals is
more dangerous than closing them permanently because it will be difficult to organise
adequate alternative care. The Government's high moral rhetoric on its programs of social
justice and equality of access is in tatters. Its promises are merely words on pages between
glossy covers. The actions of this Government do not support its words. The Government's
proposal is the rationing of services in the crudest of forms. It is budget cutting of services
without being selective. Decisions are not being made by the Government. It is passing the
buck. We heard the Minister say that the decision to put up the proposal was made by
bureaucrats - bureaucrats' decision, my eye! The Government is responsible for the
bureaucrats' decisions and it cannot pass the buck in that way. Rural people must be given
equality of access to health care, especially to emergency health care. The proposal to close
country hospitals during the summer holiday period must not be implemented.

MR BRADSHAW (Wellington) [3.05 pm]: The Government must realise that there is life
after Midland Junction, life after Armadale and life after Fremantle. It is morally corrupt
because it has forgotten that rural people. need to be looked after. The Government is
treating them as second-class citizens. I will not talk about people not being looked after
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properly because that has already been covered by this side of the House. Recommendations
from the Kamnien report are being implemented to try to attract doctors to rural areas. The
Government's policies will encourage them to stay in the metropolitan area. Two or three
million dollars have been put into a trust which is being white-anted by the Minister.
Doctors will not go into the rural areas as long as the Government has this attitude.

MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Deputy Premier) [3.06 pm]: As a country member, I
challenge people who believe they have a right to say that the Government has neglected its
responsibility of looking after the health needs of country people in Western Australia. I will
quickly rn through some of the work that has occurred on improving country hospitals.

Mr Cowan: How many hospitals?

Mr TAYLOR: I will come to them. During the last couple of minutes some areas have
sprung to mind in which country hospitals have undergone extraordinary upgrading of
services in the past six or seven years. I will start at the top of the State: Kununurra Hospital
has been virtually rebuilt; Derby Hospital has had major and expensive additions; Broome
Hospital has had major additions.

Mr Macinnon: You mean minor additions.

Mr TAYLOR: Ask the people of Broomne how happy they are with the health care they
receive. In my electorate of Kalgoorlie the regional hospital has been completely rebuilt. A
new health care system has been established in Coolgardie. Extensions and improvements
have occurred at Northam and in Esperance. Major changes have occurred in health care in
Albany. Community health centres have been built and improved throughout country areas.
Add to that the Government's involvement in the efforts to attract doctors to country regions.
Work commenced on that issue when Barry Hodge was the Minister for Health and I
continued that. Country shire councillors went to the then Minister for Health, Barry Hodge
and asked what they could do about that issue. He was involved in the issue and I have been
involved in the issue.

Mr Bradshaw: You bad nothing to do with that.

Mr TAYLOR: The member does not know his facts. Max Kamnien was appointed by the
Minister of the day, Barry Hodge, to investigate the question of attracting doctors to country
areas. The Government has done something about those recommendations. The same
applies to women's health care in country areas in Western Australia. Major programs
regarding pap smears and mammography screening have occurred. The patients' assisted
travel scheme is another example which works in Western Australia like it works nowhere
else in Australia - very well indeed - in order that country people have the opportunity to
receive the best of health care.

Mr Cowan interjected.

Mr TAYLOR: I am happy to discuss the PAT scheme. The member for Merredin and the
member for Moore raised the issue of equality of health care in country regions. What
happens when we do not have the quality of care we would normally expect? I can give the
House a personal example of that. A few years ago I was with my father near Esperance
when he had a heart attack. We were out in the bush, and we went back to Esperance
Hospital where he died that night. I have no doubt at all that if he had had that heart attack in
Perth he would have survived. I have no doubt that if he, like Kerry Packer, had had a
paramedic team standing by virtually waiting for someone to have a heart attack he would
have survived. He possibly would have gone on to have a bypass operation and he would be
alive today. I look back on that incident and I recognise that we were i Esperance; we were
at a place which could not afford those sorts of services.

In country regions throughout Western Australia, as a result of the efforts of this
Government, there has been an extraordinary improvement in the quality of health care
available to Western Australians. That applies both in the metropolitan area and right
throughout Western Australia. Not one member opposite can ignore that situation.

I shall now come to the question of hospital closures. The member for Moore unfortunately
sat down before telling the House how he dealt with the summer season when people wanted
to go on holidays. What did he do when that happened, and when the community which
surrounded that hospital also went on holiday? What the member for Moore did was wind
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back the health services in that hospital. I have seen that happen in the Kalgoorlie Regional
Hospital on numerous occasions. Members know that come the sumnmer season, the
population of Kalgoorlie-Boulder would decrease by about 50 per cent, or at least
40 per cent. On numerous occasions in Kalgoorlie decisions have been made to close at least
one ward. That is how it should be, because that is good health management.

Another point to make, following the point made by the Minister for Health, is this: He has
said that this issue has focused the attention of those involved in the running of those
hospitals, those working in the hospitals, those staying in those hospitals, and the people in
the community surrounding those hospitals, on how we are going to deal with this question:
We have a budget; how are we going to stay within that budget? How will we deal with the
hospitals which have a bed average of 0.6 a day over the period we are talking about?

The way to deal with this problem is to make sure that those communities are aware of the
problem. They are aware of it now. As the Minister said, those people have already come
back to him with quite excellent ideas about how best to cope with the whole question of
health care in their communities. I am sure they will find ways to cope, just as the member
for Moore did when he was on the hospital board. He found ways to cope in the same
situations. 1 endorse the suggestion made by the Minister for Health, that at least this
Legislative Assembly should have the courage to put together a Select Committee to
examine the prospects. The Leader of the National Patty can see the sense of that.

Another example of how these things do not always work is pretty close to home, at
Onowangerup. As a result of the problems faced by that community, the doctor there refused
to admit patients to that hospital. That meant that the hospital was running with permanent
care patients only. We stuck by that hospital right throughout that situation and continued to
make sure that those people had the opportunity to choose whether to go to that hospital.

As far as the hospitals involved in this motion are concerned, members will find that the
raising of these issues has greatly concerned people throughout those communities. Some of
them have rung my office and I have spoken to them. They are greatly concerned, and they
have had their attention focused, as have members in this Chamber. This House must take
the opportunity to address the whole issue of the quality of care in those communities.

One issue which I want to raise briefly is the point made at the bottom of this motion, and
that is the issue concerning the financial income and economic activity of small rural
communities. We must face up to the question of what responsibility should the health care
system have for maintaining economic viability of those small communities? How much
should that reflect on the health care budget rather than on other budgets which are important
in those areas?

We reject this motion; there are far better answers than the cheap shots involved in this
motion.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (22)
Mr Ainsworth Mr Grayden Mr Mensaros Dr Turnbull
Mr Bradshaw Mr House Mr Nicholls Mr Watt
Mr Clarko Mr Kierath Mr Omodei Mr Wiese
Mr Court Mr Lewis Mr Strickland Mr Blaikie (Teller)
Mr Cowan Mr Macinnon Mr Trenorden.
Mrs Edwardes Mr McNee Mr Fred Tubby

Noes (27)
Dr Mlexzinder Mr Donovan Dr Lawrence Mr P.3. Smith
Mrs Bcggs Dr Edwards Mr Leahy Mr Taylor
Mr Bridge Dr Gallop Mr Mcimnty Mr Thomas
Mrs Buchanan Mr Graham Mr Pearc Mr Troy
Mr Canr Mrs Henderson Mr Read Dr Watson
Mr Catania Mr Gordon Hill Mr Ripper Mrs Watins (Teller)
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelke Mr D.L. Smith
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Pairs
NUrMinson WMrnll
Mr Shave Mrz Marlborough
Mr CiJ. Barnett Mr Wilson

Question thus negatived.

STATEMENT - BY THE SPEAKER

Student Parliament - Farewell Meeting

THlE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): I advise members that the President and I will be
taking the opportunity over the next 10 minutes or so to address, and say goodbye to, those
members of the student Parliament which took place over the last few days. This meeting
will take place in the courtyard beside the Chamber, and all members who do not have duties
directly related to the Chamber may care to join us.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading - Budge: Debate

Debate resumed from 18 October.

MR HOUSE (Stirling) [3.21 pm]: I hope that some members rake notice of the request by
the Speaker.

Mr Pearce: I will stay and listen to you.

Mr HOUSE: I am pleased to see that the Leader of the House cares enough about my speech
to listen to it.

I welcome this opportunity to reflect on how the Labor Government's Budget will affect my
constituency in specific ways, and to make some general comments about the situation facing
the agricultural industry. This industry, which I represent, is confronting a very severe
downturn in trade this year. The electorate of Stirling encompasses a large part of the outer
areas of the Town of Albany and stretches to the hinterland. These areas are under severe
pressure at the moment due to the fact that the greatest creation of wealth in that area is
through agricultural production, which is suffering its most severe downturn in 20 years.
The last time I can remember a crisis of this nature was in 1970-71 which saw a
tremendously large shake out in rural areas, with many people leaving their farms and with
many small rural businesses abandoned. As a result of this many people moved to the city,
which created another problem in itself in that many untrained people camne to the city
seeking employment.

Very importantly, the wool stockpile in Australia is growing every day at a rate which is
alarming to all producers. A number of solutions have been proffered including a suggestion
to abandon the Australian Wool Corporation and the system by which we have been
marketing wool for the last 20 years and revert to a free market situation.

Mr Shave: I will never support that!

Mr HOUSE: If the member did support that, I would move to deregulate the liquor industry
and I am sure the member would be the first on his fret to complain. Many of those people
who espouse free trade for others do not practice it themselves as they are protected by
legislation. This includes areas such as the liquor industry, the taxi industry, shopkeepers
and many others who have their industries protected in some way.

I am interested by the argument proffered by people who want to abandon the Australian
Wool Corporation, which was born in 1970 out of the crisis that faced the wool industry at
that time. It was seen as a solution for growers to be able to continue to control their industry
and markets. After 18 years of good, stable and orderly marketing, which produced
prosperous returns, we are, faced with a crisis and people are talking about abandoning the
corporation and its orderly marketing. It is sad that these people are lashing out at those
closest to them rather than taking stock of what should be done to solve the problem. There
is no doubt that the corporation requires examination; it needs to be adjusted and fine tuned
to the 1990s because the structures whtich applied in the 1 970s do nor apply now. The days
are over in which Australians can say that we produce wool which the world wants and the
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world can come to us to buy it. Today's world is about marketing. Any good businessman
does not sit in his shop and hope that people will come to him; he goes out to sell his
product. That is what the Australian Wool Corporation should be doing. Things have been a
little too good and the harsh realities of the selling and marketing of wool must be
considered. We could not afford to let the reserve price of wool collapse - there is no doubt
about that. The interference from the Federal Minister for Primary Industry exacerbated the
problem and if he had not intervened in the market and forced the corporation to drop the
reserve price, this crisis would not be as severe as it is now. It is now up to him to address
the problem before we get any deeper into the mire. He could do that in a simple way: He
could say to the world that he, and his Government, will guarantee the existing floor price.
In that case there will be no further reduction in that price. He should indicate clearly to the
world that under no circumstances would he back off from that position. If that were done,
the world would start to buy wool again.

Coupled with that should be a change in the marketing strategy. This could be done in a
number of ways. We need to provide wool to the Russian, Chinese and other Eastern
European markets right now so that the mills can keep spinning the tops and producing the
cloth. This will keep the stockpile moving. Also, an untapped market with a huge potential
is that of North America. We have not tried to tap this market because we have been able to
sell our wool elsewhere in the past. This needs to be examined closely. We could penetrate
other markets with a wool blend mixture and by moving away from the high quality wool
trend. If we do that, the stockpile will move very quickly. Nobody should underestimate the
extent of the problem facing the wool industry in this State. I have not spoken to one wool
producer who is not budgeting for a deficit next year, and those of us in business realise that
(hat cannot continue over any length of time. While I acknowledge that the State
Government can only play a minor rote in correcting this problem, it can play a major role in
influencing the Federal Minister for Primary Industry; a message could be taken to him
stating chat the State Government supports the Australian Wool Corporation, it supports the
Western Australian Farmers Federation and it supports the majority of growers in this State,
who want a good, orderly marketing system for their wool products.

As well as that wool problem the industry also faces the problem of decreasing sales of live
sheep and carcass mutton overseas. Last year over 3.5 million sheep were exported. This
year the market has almost disappeared completely; very few sheep have been sold either in
the live or carcass form. Clearly, the Minister for Agriculture in Western Australia stands
condemned for his lack of action in addressing that problem. It is no good his telling us that
he is a good bloke; he is a very nice bloke indeed, but his lack of action in solving this
problem leaves him in a position whereby one can do nothing but condemn him for not doing
more. He needs to get the live sheep trade moving quickly and to do that he needs to have
some discussions with the Australian Meat and Livestock Corporation, particularly with Dick
Austin who is the chairman, to get that trade going with a number of countries which are not
currently in the marketplace. One of the reasons they are not in the market place is that
people who have had licences to export from this State have shifted their operations to New
Zealand and we need to make it attractive enough to bring them back and ship sheep from
WA. That is a responsibility for the Minister for Agriculture. He needs to investigate ways
and means of establishing new areas of trade with countries such as Indonesia and Thailand.
We should be establishing live sheep and carcass mutton trade with those places. We have to
initiate that trade; we cannot wait for those people to come to us. I make the same comments
about the mutton trade that I made about the wool trade. It is no use our sitting back and
waiting for these countries to come to us. We need to go to chose countries and convince
them of the advantages of trading with-us; and we do have tremendous advantages. We have
a very clean environment which has not been polluted by pesticides or other things that
pollute food. That should give us a great advantage on the world market in selling our
products.

The notion that Australia can live in a free and open market without any protection is a
fallacy. It has been proffered by some of the farm leaders and some politicians around
Australia for the last decade. The current agricultural crisis is evidence of the fact that we
have been heading in that direction because there have been no trade-offs for farmers. We
still have protection for our fertiliser industry which is able to ask the Government to impose
the provisions of the dumping duty legislation on anyone bringing cheaper fertilisers into
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Australia. When we sell our produce on the world market we are not allowed to compete on
that market to purchase our imports. That does not apply only to fertilisers; it applies also to
machinery, chemicals and a range of agricultural imports. The Government imposes a sales
tax on many of the things that we use on farms to produce that agricultural income. It cannot
have it both ways. It is not possible for Australia's agricultural producers to compete in a
free and equitable world market and not be afforded the same privilege with our imports.
The companies with which we deal have to be put on the same footing as we are.

The solution to Australia's agricultural problems is not to subsidise agriculture. However,
we should be allowed to produce our products at a price that the world will pay and we can
do that if the Government takes its hand out of our pockets and allows us to make our
purchases at the sort of price at which the rest of the world purchases its products. American
farmers are selling their wheat on world markets at the same price as we are, but are
currently receiving a subsidy of $45 a tonne for wheat. The price of fuel on farms in
America is a little under half of what we pay in Australia. The price of fertilisers is about
60 per cent of what we pay and the price of machinery is approximately 60 to 70 per cent of
what we pay. While those farmers are competing on the world market they have a distinct
advantage over us. We ask to be allowed to compete in that market on the same basis. We
are not asking to be subsidised, just to be allowed to trade in that market. No country has a
free trade system. All countries impose controls in different ways; for example, they impose
stringent health standards which nobody can meet or they set quotas on goods which will be
allowed into those countries. America, the greatest free enterprise country in the world, has
the best socialist system of agriculture I have ever seen. Its stringent health standards on
beef are so difficult to meet that we can produce only a certain product to send there. If
anybody in this Parliament can demonstrate to me a country which operates on an absolutely
free trade basis I would be pleased to hear from him or her.

I have heard a couple of comments that what I amn saying is not true. I hope somebody gets
up to negate what I have said because I will be interested in his or her views. While people
criticise rural people for believing that we need some protection for our products, those same
people who proffer the free trade idea need to live in that world. If we do that, we should
afford that privilege to everybody including taxi-drivers, the liquor industry and the housing
industry or to anybody who has to get a licence.

Mr Shave: The crayfishing industry.

Mr HOUSE: In what way?

Mr Shave: It is a closed shop.

Mr HOUSE: Operators in that industry must obtain licences. No-one can get into that
industry without a licence; it is protected.
Mr Shave: That is what I said; I am supporting you.

Mr Thomas: The aim of that licensing is not to protect the industry; it is to protect the crop.

Mr HOUSE: The crayfishing industry would not argue about that. There are some
extremely wealthy crayfishermen around who have become wealthy because -

Mr Shave: To ease the problem in your industry, the Government should drop the price of
your fuel and take away the taxes which are slaughtering the industry.

Mr HOUSE: I could not agree more about the price of fuel. About half of the fuel price is
made up of taxes and the day has come when we cannot afford to pay those taxes any more.
I am dismayed by the significant cuts to the Department of Agriculture's budget. This is not
the time to be cutting assistance to agricultural people. That assistance may help them to
increase their yields and production or cut costs and enable them to stay on their farms.
About 250 full-time equivalents have been involved in the cuts. It equates to a $5 million
reduction in the Department of Agriculture's budget which means a significant reduction in
services to rural areas. It is no good the Department of Agriculture doing a lot of good work
and cutting its extension services so that the good work it is doing cannot be applied to the
people who need the services and assistance most of all. That is what this Budget does
because the greatest number of personnel cuts has been made in the extension service area.
This debate is a little like the debate we had about hospitals previously. The easiest place for
bureaucracies to make cuts is at the lowest end which, generally, is the end at which we least
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need to make those cuts. if I could be satisfied that the head office of the Department of
Agriculture was reducing its budget to the same extent, in percentage terms, as it is reducing
the budget for extension officers in rural areas, I could accept a little more readily the cut
which has been made.

I am disappointed that the Minister for Agriculture was not able to carry his argument in a
more positive way in the debates which took place in Cabinet about slashing expenditure in
the Budget. If he had been able to do so, we would not have seen these reductions in the
Agriculture budget. I am sorry that the Minister for Agriculture appears to have so little
influence on this Government or in Cabinet. I am sure he would have tried to the best of his
ability to avoid those cuts. However, the reality is they have been made, and I am afraid it
indicates a lack of concern by the Government for rural Western Australia.

I will demonstrate what I am saying to the House by giving a couple of examples from the
Program Statements of the Budget papers and I refer to part 11I which deals wit the Minister
for Agriculture's portfolio responsibilities. The number of personnel involved in the animal
health program has been reduced from 216 to 191. This is an area in which assistance is
desperately needed in rural areas. In the animal production program the number of full-time
equivalent personnel has been cut from 140 to 105. Yet, in the explanation relating to
planned achievements for 1990-91 it states that the department will expand the research and
development on emu production and wool from fat-rail sheep. Australia is renowned for its
wool industry and it produces the best merino wool in the world. Apparently somewhere in
the Department of Agriculture there is an officer, who is a ning-nong, who has a bee in his
bonnet about producing fat-tail sheep. Those sheep are produced all over the world and in
Asia and Africa they are running wild - no-one wants them - yet a ning-nong in the
department wants to introduce them into Western Australia. Not only that, but because it has
been demonstrated by people like me that his project is absolutely ridiculous and is based on
nonsense - he has spent $2.5 million for nothing - he has now decided to produce wool from
far-tail sheep- Fat-tail sheep have been around since they were taken onto the Ark and the
amount of wool they produce would not be sufficient to make a woollen jumper for a
Chinaman.

With reference to emu production, I received a telephone call from a guy from the pastoral
area last week who wanted a licence to poison emus which were destroying his pastoral run.
They were causing so much soil degradation that he wanted to poison them, yet the
department wants to expand its research and development for emu production. An easy
solution is for that person in the department to catch a few emus and then work out what he
wants to do with them. It is a planned achievement of the department's and it is absolutely
amazing. The sooner the Minister issues an instruction to the department to abandon the far-
tail sheep project which has cost a fortune and to get on to the real issues facing agricultural
producers, the better.

The administration subprogram is the marketing and economnic ann of the Department of
Agriculture and it is an important facet of the department's operations. As I demonstrated
earlier, it is important in this rime of difficulty in the agricultural sector that we go out and
market our products and not sit at home and wait for markets to come to us. This year's
Budget shows a reduction of $82 000 in that area. I am very sad about that because I would
have thought that one of the areas on which we needed to concentrate was the marketing of-
agricultural produce. We need to be well aware of those cuts which I believe are a backward
step. A reduction from $285 000 to $203 000 is a very large reduction.

The assistance to the agriculture program is rather an incongruous itemn in the Budget and
one can suspect only that there might have been 'A misprint. While the number of full-time
equivalent employees has been increased, the amount in dollar terms has been reduced from
$11.5 million to $6 million. From my reading of the Budget papers I cannot understand
where that saving of approximately 50 per cent will be made. I again make the point that the
extension services of the Department of Agriculture is probably the most important facet of
its operations in providing information to rural areas.

In the rime left to me I will concentrate on specific issues pertaining to my electorate. This
Budget contains some positive programs for the people I represent. I am pleased for that and
I thank the Minister for Education for the allocation he has seen fit to make to the Hinders
Park Primary School. That school is in desperate need of the proposed building program and
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itls tremendous dhat it is provided for in this year's Budget. Funds have been allocated for
additions 10 the newly completed traffic control building and I am pleased about that.

Mr Thomas: Is the Town of Albany in your electorate?

Mr HOUSE: Pant of ir is. Most of the Town of Albany is in the member for Albany's
electorate, but my electorate takes in some of the outer suburbs.

I am pleased that provision has been made to continue the Albany foreshore development
program. I know the member for Albany will enlarge on that when he speaks in this debate.
I am also particularly pleased about the establishmnent and funding of the Waterways
Commission in the Albany region. The commission will concentrate on inlets, harbours,
rivers and streams throughout the south coast region. It is an important step forward in
correcting some of the pollution problems in those harbours and streams. Indeed, there has
been a tremendous surge of enthusiasm and interest in the Albany region and pant of that can
be credited to the Government for funding the project properly and for appointing personnel
to fulfil that function in the region. It is an important step forward and is something for
which both the member for Albany and I have been asking for some rime.

I am disappointed that the Governent has not taken another step forward with the waste
water treatment plant in Albany because if there is an area in this Stare which has a
substandard sewerage system, it is the Albany region. The Environmental Protection
Authority and everyone who lives in the area agree that the Point King plant which was built
many years ago is definitely substandard. The pollution caused to Middleron Beach during
summer when the system is overloaded has caused a great problem. The Government has
started to address the problem through the Water Authority and a number of public meetings
have been held and have been chaired by Des O'Connor a former professor of environmental
science who now lives in Albany. However, not a great deal of money has been allocated to
commence that program. How many more years will pass before we address the problem? It
really has reached a crisis point and the time for talking is over. The time to start budding
that plant is now; we cannot delay it further. We cannot wait any longer for the Government
to allocate funds to that project.

Albany is one of the fastest growing regions in terms of the town and shire councils in
Western Australia. That may surprise many people, but it is growing quickly. An
insufficient sewerage system and the use of many septic tanks is causing a great problem in
the rivers and streams in that area. While grateful for those small mercies from ts
Government - and when looking at this Budget one has to be grateful for small mercies - a
number of matters in my electorate have nor been addressed.

Mt Barker Senior High School is one of two high schools in this State which does not have a
full and proper gymnasium. That cannot be allowed to continue. I made representations to
the Minister for Education about this problem. I am sad to say that he has not seen fir to
address it by allocating sufficient money to build a gymnasium at the Mt Barker Senior High
School. There is also a need for additional classrooms at that school. It is neglectful of this
Government to ignore the needs of this school and to not allocate resources to correct these
problems.

The Denmark school is in a similar position. It is in a fast growing area and in desperate
need of further facilities, particularly classrooms and, more particularly, the upgrading of the
ablution block. That ablution block was built to accommodate a school population a quarter
the current size. A recent approach to the Minister for Education for the building of a new
toilet block at that school brought a response that a new toilet block could be built out of the
minor works program money allocated to the regional district superintendent. The district
superintendent has a total budget of $180 000 and services over 20 schools and 7 000 pupils.
Clearly, it is a nonsense for the Minister to suggest that a substantial toilet block in a high
school could be built from this minor works funding. I am sure that he must have signed the
letter written to me last week without reading it because he is a man of great intelligence,
conmmonsense and foresight and I am sure that the further representation I have made to him
this week will see a reversal of that original decision as I am sure he could not uphold that
argument.

I am particularly disappointed that for another year the Government has seen fit to not
allocate resources for the building of a new Department of Agriculture administration block
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in Albany. Anyone who has visited that building and seen the conditions under which
personnel work could only agree with me that that building is definitely substandard. It is a
collection of old transportable buildings some of which are pre-war. The main
administration area is a disgrace! Land has been allocated and plans have been drawn up for
a new building, but once again the deparutnent in Albany finds itself without funding to
proceed. I am sorry that is the case.
I turn to the problems being faced by women and children in my electorate at this time of
rural crisis. Women have been the backbone of the agricultural industry in Western
Australia in many outlying areas for a long time. They have home the burden of substandard
accommodation and facilities and of trying to educate their children in areas where it was
difficult to get them to school. They have put up with facilities that most city based women
would not even contemplate. Unfortunately, one of the things that is cut most quickly arid
easily from farm budgets by financial advisers to farmers and bank managers is education
expenses or facilities that might improve the living standards and conditions of women in
rural areas.
I have received a number of calls from women over the past couple of weeks who will now
bear the tremendous burden of their children being removed from boarding facilities and
brought home to study by correspondence in areas 100 miles or more from the nearest high
school. They do not have the option of not boarding their children - they have to board at
hostels or boarding school accommodation. They will see their children neglected in a way
that none of us would want; that is, in their further education. This is a sad thing. A lot of
these women do without in an attempt to meet the demands of financial institutions as
farmers meet the repayments on loans with exorbitant interest rates charged by banking and
financial institutions of this country.
I will mention a couple of the pastoral houses that are still charging 23 per cent as of today
on loans to rural producers. That is absolutely disgraceful! These people ought to stand
condemned. I was interested to read a report by Wesfarmers Ltd a couple of weeks ago
outlining its great achievements and the growth of that company. Much of that growth has
been at a cost to people who have paid it exorbitant interest rates.
Two things impose severely on women and children in rural areas. One is the asset test with
regard to Ausrudy or the living away from home allowance, as we know it. I appeal to the
Government to do everything possible about this matter. In particular, I appeal to the
Premier to ascertain when she goes to the Premiers' Conference next week whether she can
get the Federal Minister for Education or the Federal Treasurer to understand the severe
impost being made on women and children in rural areas by the application of that asset test.
I repeat quickly something I said last week: A fanner's farm is a bit like a plumber's box of
tools - he needs it to make the income by which he puts food on the table. It is not the value
of the farm or the box of tools that is important, it is what the person can make out of that by
way of income. There is a rather sad joke going around rural areas at the moment about
somebody saying, "Do you know what the latest form of child abuse is? It is leaving the
family farm to your kids! " It is sad when people in rural areas have to think about the family
farm being a liability and not wanting to leave it to their children.
The other severe impost on women and children in rural areas is the withdrawal from many
of them of the family allowance supplement. Once again, the Government has decided to
impose an asset test on the family allowance supplement. Many people in rural areas have
been using that supplement to bring their income up to a level where they can live at a
reasonable standard.
Mr Thomas: Who introduced the family allowance supplement?
Mr HOUSE: I do not know.
Mr THOMAS: The Federal Labor Government-
Mr HOUSE: I commend it for that. However, I am sad that the Federal Government has
seen fit to impose an asset test on that supplement because that will impost severely on
women and children in rural areas. This State Government should indicate clearly to the
Federal Government at the Premiers' Conference next week that it believes this asset test
should be removed.
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Mr Bridge: The Premier has indicated a fair amount of interest in that proposal.

Mr HOUSE: Yes, I acknowledge the Minister for Agriculture's interjection and I know that
he has also been talking to the rural task force about that problem.
One of the problems those of us who represent rural areas have in getting our understanding
across to city people about the problems we face is that many people think these crises affect
only farmers. The very unfortunate fact is that farmers are often the last people to suffer
directly. It is the employees of those farmers, the employees of rural businesses and rural
businesses themselves who are usually the first to suffer. It is usually the truck drivers, the
welders and trades assistants, the carpenters and plumbers, and a whole range of people who
go to service rural industries who lose their jobs first, and it is their women and children and
their lives and their families which are the first to suffer in that sort of crisis. We must be
cognisant of that and realise that we are not talking just about landowners and farmers but
about a whole range of people who live off the income that farmers can make from their
farms.

As I move around rural areas one of the first things I am told lately is that people have just
stopped spending; so that people working in the local shops and businesses and all those
people employed to do improvements on farms are the first to lose their jobs. We should be
very concerned about that. If we put prosperity into the family faint it will flow on to the
community as whole. The city will find out about that in a couple of months' rime. If city
people think they are having a recession now, they should wait until the spending power of
farmers, which is now nil, reaches the city. It is still a few months' away, but when it
reaches here, city people will know all about it in spades.

Another thing which concerns me greatly is conservation, and that is something else farmers
are saying they just will not do in this coming year. I am afraid that the great advances we
have made over the last few years - with the planting of trees, the installation of contour
banks, the fencing of salt patches and a whole range of other conservation measures - will
now go out the window; indeed, those problems will not be addressed. The problem of
conservation will be allowed to exacerbate because farmers simply do not have the money to
spend on it.

In the very short time I have left I want to make a comment which directly affects my
electorate. It concerns the industries that are situated along the edge of Princess Royal
Harbour in Albany. In my view those industries are now at some risk because the
Environmental Protection Authority has imposed on them a very strict set of conditions with
which they must comply in a very short time. I want to say very clearly to this House that I
believe those conditions are not attainable and that in order for those industries on the
foreshore in Albany to survive we must relax the guidelines and the conditions imposed on
them and allow them a greater time span. Perhaps the existing time span of two years could
be doubled to four years to enable those industries to come to grips with the problems they
are facing and to make the necessary adjustments to stop the pollution of the harbours.
Nobody wants to see that pollution continue and I am sure that, given enough time, we can
address those problems. However, we will not be able to do it in two years and I fear very
much for the people who work in those industries - Metro Meat Ltd, Southern Processors
Ltd, and CSBP and Farmers. I fear very much that the easy solution for those large
companies will be to relocate to the metropolitan area or simply to close their doors, and if
that were to happen it would have a tremendous impact on the work force in Albany.

We must be realistic about what we can achieve. It seems to me that every time agriculture
and conservation come head to head, the solution is that agriculture or production must give
way. [ do not think that is necessarily the answer; I think the answer must be to sit down and
work out a solution that is acceptable to everybody - one which allows production to
continue and allows people to keep their jobs, but which recognises the achievable
environmental aims we would all like to see. I repeat that nobody wants to see those
harbours polluted, but we should recognise that people need jobs as well.
MR THOMAS (Cockburn) 14.05 pm]: I wish to use the Budget debate to discuss a matter
of controversy in the community which I am sure most members would be aware of from
papers that have come across their desks. I refer to the question of access by the mining
industry to areas reserved for nature conservation. That debate is sometimes described in the
vernacular as being the question of mining in national parks, but that really is an unfortunate
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way to describe it because in fact it is far more complex than that. I am sure all members
will, have seen newspaper advertisements and publications by the conservation movement
and the mining lobby dealing with this question. The way in which that debate has been
conducted by the parties to it has created more heat than light, and a reasonable settlement of
those issues could be reached that will satisfy the reasonable aspirations of both the
conservation movement and the mining industry. That reasonable solution involves some
farm of limited access by the mining industry to some of the areas reserved for the purpose
of nature conservation that are generally described as national parks or nature reserves, fIn
some cases they have other tenure but they should be either national parks or nature reserves
to obtain the protection of the legislation.
In discussing this question we need to look at the background to it. There are two
imperatives which impose responsibilities upon us, as members of this Legislature - this
State Parliament - which we really must fulfil.. One is to achieve proper standards of nature
conservation. The Australian Labor Party's State platform says that it will seek to achieve
standards of excellence in creating a set of national parks and nature. reserves to conserve
representative samples of the flora, fauna and physiography of the State. Ours was the first
political party in this State to make that commitment, and it was made with quite clear and
deliberate meaning. When our platform uses the words "standards of excellence" it is not
talking in some sort of rhetorical flourish; it is referring to reports prepared by scientific
authorities which rate the standards of conservation of various ecotypes according to a scale
of standards of which the best standard, of course, is excellence. It is a term which has a
specific meaning in that context and when, in 1976, our party adopted "standards of
excellence" as its aim in nature conservation it meant it. I believe the State Labor
Government has gone a long way towards achieving that; although, of course, much still
remains to be done..
Similarly, at a Federal level it was the Western Australian branch of the Austraian Labor
Party which moved, in 1982, to have the same aim incorporated in the national platformn of
the party; that is, to have standards of excellence with respect to nature conservation. In
order to achieve standards of excellence not only do the size and number of national parks
and nature reserves need to be addressed but so to does the system of tenure under which
they are reserved. This Government has amended the mining legislation as it affects national
parks and nature reserves. This was done to meet the internationally accepted criteria of the
International Union for The Conservation of Nature - a body of high standing in nature
conservation and which is recognised as setting standards which are widely accepted.
Incidentally, the International Union for The Conservation of Nature will hold a congress in
Perth within the next month or so and we are honoured by that.
As part of its objective of achieving standards of excellence for the tenure of areas set aside
for nature conservation, the Government amended the Mining Act to ensure it is not possible
for mining operations to be conducted in national parks or nature reserves without the
consemt of both Houses of Parliament. The IUCN criteria for tenure of national parks and
nature reserves states that an area set aside for nature conservation should not be violated,
reduced, or have its purpose changed without the consent of the highest constitutionally
competent authority - under Australia's Constitution, that means the State Parliament. By
amending the Mining Act to ensure that no mining lease or general purpose lease can be
granted in those areas without the consent of both Houses of Parliament, we meet the
standards of the International Union for The Conservation of Nature.
One of the most important responsibilities we have as a State Parliament is as custodians of
the natural resources of this State. In.. the transfer of powers from the colonies to- the
Commonwealth Government with the establishment of federation in 1901, the States retained
ownership of the land. Most of the powers of State Parliament - planning, resources
development, agriculture etc - flow from the fact that the State is the land and we in this
Parliament are the custodians for future generations of a third of a continent. We have a
substantial and important responsibil-ity for nature conservation. I am proud of the record of
the Government in that area.
Equally, we have responsibility to cater for the economic prosperity of the community we
represent. State Governmaents have a responsibility to do what they can to ensure that the
community at large achieves the greatest possible level of prosperity. It is obvious that this
should be the case. It is also important for reasons of conservation and environmental
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protection, If members travel the world and look at standards of environmental protection
and nature conservation, they will realise that the communities which have achieved a
prosperous standard of living are the ones that have the best standards of protection and
nature conservation. Countries chat do not have a reasonable standard of living cannot afford
high standards of environmental protection.

I wish to illustrate my proposition for limited access by the mining industries to areas set
aside for nature conservation by referring to a particular national park and mining operation.
I refer to the Hamersley Range National Park and the operations of Hamersicy Iron. I choose
them simply as an example; I am not singling them our for any particular reason. They
illustrate the benefits that flow to the State and the minor impact which can be had by mining
operations on adjoining areas of nature conservation.

The H-amersley Range National Park was created in 1969, replacing the Dales Gorge Nature
Reserve which included pant of the area for some years prior to that. That creation had been
recommended to the State Government in 1964 by a scientific committee which carried out a
review of the State's national parks and nature reserves. At the time of the creation of the
Hamersicy Range National Park, mining tenements existed in the area. Part of the
boundaries of the Hamnersley Range National Park reflect these and accordingly appear
arbitrary. The setting of the boundaries sought to avoid some areas over which mining
tenements existed and to avoid the pastoral leases. Had those constraints not existed - that is,
had the decision to establish the Hamersicy Range National Park been made prior to the
discovery of the mineral reserves and recognition of their commercial potential - the creation
of a national park with ideal boundaries for the purpose of nature conservation would have
been possible. The boundaries would no doubt have been somewhat wider and would
probably include Tom Price and Paraburdoo. Members will be aware that they are mining
communities operated by I-amersley Iron. Were we to have an ideal situation for the
purpose of nature conservation, no doubt the national park would have included those areas
currently operated as mines. Members will be aware that mining tenements exist within the
park and that matter must be addressed at some time in future in any event.

The conservationists who have argued that under no circumstances should mining operations
be permitted in a national park or a nature reserve should consider the following: Had the
national park been created prior to discovery of iron ore in the 1960s, the option of
developing mines would not have been available. That would mean the State would have
lost the enormous economic activity which has resulted from those mines. That can be
measured in a number of ways. At the last census, the town of Tom Price had a population
of over 3 500; the town of Paraburdoo had a population of over 2 300; and the towns of
Danmpier and Karratha had populations in excess of 12 000. In the towns of Dampier and
Karratha, a number of industries contribute to support the population. Nonetheless a fair
proportion of the population directly or indirectly derive income from the operations of
Hamersley Iron which depends on mines at Tom Price and Paraburdoo. Many people in
Perth indirectly benefit from the iron ore industry by supplying goods and services to it. This
is reflected in the names of a number of major buildings in St George's Terrace.

The State has also benefited enormously in other areas due to the operations of mining
companies. The Budget which we are now debating contains an estimated Consolidated
Revenue figure of $123 million flowing from royalties from the iron ore industry. That
represents an enormous contribution to the State's coffers and to the welfare of the State.
The industry has contributed on that sort of scale over more than 20 years. It is an enormous
benefit to the State made possible only by the continued operations of the industry. Were
those mining companies not able to continue in operation, what would be the cost? If the
Harnersley Range National Park had ideal boundaries, and those people who will not support
mining operations in national parks under any circumstances had their way, we would miss
out on those very considerable benefits. On the other hand, if a national park had been
created and mining and permitted under limited and stringent conditions, what would be the
cost to conservation in the area conserved by the enlarged Haznersley Range National Park?
I submit the cost would be minor compared with the substantial benefits that have accrued to
the State.

I had the pleasure and honour last year to represent the Deputy Premier on a visit to the
United States to look at the mining and environmental issues. I travelled with Hon Sandy
Lewis a retired Liberal member of the Legislative Council. We were taken to a number of
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areas in the Rocky Mountains' mining Scares to look at rehabilitation which had occurred
following the termination of mininig operations. It was extremely impressive to see what
could be achieved once a mining operation is completed. For example, the Tom Price and
Paraburdoc operations eventually will be wound up and it is possible to demolish the town
and rail the rubble out on the last train. That has occurred in areas I inspected; the areas were
revegecated, and after a few years one would be hard pressed to know that a mining town had
existed on that land. Similarly, it is possible to "wibuild" a railway line by piling the rails
and formation onto wagons in the reverse manner to which a railway line is built. The land
can then be revegerated. It must be said that it is not generally possible to revegetate the pits.
and scars will remain in the national parks. However, in a park such as the Hamnersley Range
National Park, which comprises about 600 000 hectares - with the ideal boundaries it would
be in excess of one million hectares - it is possible that the park can contain such evidence of
past activity without significantly detracting from its conservation objectives. These parks
are big enough to absorb the impact without any great effect on conservation objectives.
Other parts could not absorb these impacts and mining should not be permitted in them.

When considering the question of creating and protecting national parks, it must be
remembered that in the south west of this State most of the land with natural vegetation is
land that has been set aside for that reason, usually for conservation, recreation or forestry.
This region is not a frontier from which one can freely choose areas to reserve and others to
develop. By and large, those decisions have been made by our predecessors. Consequently,
reserves are generally smaller and their capacity to contain mining operations much smaller.

As differences exist between national parks and nature reserves and their surrounding land,
so too do differences exist between mining operations. Some mining operations have a small
impact on the landscape; other operations have an extensive impact. Many questions arise
when considering mining and nature conservation; the actual mining production itself is only
one aspect. The State Govenment dealt with this a number of years ago when it amended
the Mining Act so that no mining lease or general purpose lease can be granted in national
parks or nature reserves without the consent of both Houses of Parliament. If such proposals
are made, they will be scmutinised by the public and the Parliament. Mining exploration in
national parks was the subject of the recent Mining Amendment Bill, and the parts of that
Bill which related to nature reserve conservation were deleted by the Legislative Council
earlier this year. That was unfortunate. If one accepts the proposal that under some
circumstances mining can be permitted in areas reserved for nature conservation, it follows
that some exploration must be allowed; one cannot have mining without first having
exploration. Some years ago the Government commissioned the Bailey report, which
received submissions from both the mining industry and the conservation movement, It
brought down recommendations which provided a framework of rigorous environmental
assessment within which limited access for exploration would be allowed to the mining
industry in areas set aside for nature conservation. The report attracted criticism from the
conservation movement and the Government subsequently put forward a proposal which
went further than the recommendations in the Bailey report. This was partly reflected in the
legislation which came before this House last year and went to the Legislative Council this
year. By deleting from the Bill the provisions which provided that framework, the
Opposition parties did the mining industry and the cause of the conservationists a disservice.
The provisions removed provided a framework by which each application to explore in a
nature reserve or national park would be considered on its merits. A variety of techniques
are used by the mining industry for exploration. For example, exploration can take the form
of aerial surveying which is completely non-intrusive, or it can cake the more destructive
form of grid lines.
Mr Bradshaw: The grid line techniques have been improved, have they not?

Mr THOMAS: They have, but [ am not sure of the extent of the improvement.

The Mining Amendment Bill proposed that each application would be evaluated on its merits
after consideration of the conservation value of the area sought to be explored. It was a
workable framework in which to deal with this vexed question. The Opposition did the
State, the mining industry and the conservation movement a disservice because the
arguments continue on this issue. The current situation is a substantial impediment to the
creation of national parks and nature reserves. Parks and reserves should be able to be
created without regard to potential mineralisation. The lobby groups involved in the debate
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are also doing the whole issue a disservice. The mining industry propaganda has been
histrionic implying that ahe industry has been denied access to large parts of the Stare. In
fact, any impediment to mining from nature conservation applies to that small proportion of
the State which is set aside as national parks and nature reserves. I can understand why the
industry wants further access and I agree wit them generally, but the restrictions have only a
marginal impact on the industry overall. A degree of overstatement also has been seen in
material produced by the conservation movement. It also has been histrionic, using emotive
phrases and misleading photographs. The respective parties have misrepresented the
situation and devalued the debate.
Another point which should be noted is that of all the exploration or prospecting tenements
which are granted, a ratio of something like one in 1 000 actually leads to an application for a
production mining operation. Mining industries would want access to a small portion only of
national parks. However, on reading some of the material produced by the conservation
movement one would get the impression char the whole system of reserves was under
fimmyinent threat. Even if the mining industry had its way completely, its activities would
impact on only a small area of national parks and native reserves. In any event, it would not
get its way.
Even the language used between the groups is unfortunate, like a reflection of two different
cultures. The mining industry, when referring to creation of reserves for nature conservation
uses the words, "to sterilise the area." This is a term which the conservation movement
understandably finds repugnant, especially when it is used in relation to areas reserved for
the purpose of nature conservation. In fact, they see it as the reverse - the embodiment of
fertility rather than sterility. Similarly, when the conservation movement refers to area
allocated to mining it frequently states the area will be destroyed. If one visits the
rehabilitated mining areas it can be seen that very substantial proportions of them are
anything but destroyed.

Both groups could do well to lower the stakes of the debate a little. They should realise that
what is at stake is not as great as they portray it to be in their respective propaganda which is
directed at third parties rather than at each other. They should try to find some common
ground. [ believe there is a substantial degree of common ground between the positions and
it would be better if these issues were resolved sensibly. The Opposition should support
sensible legislation such as the conservation measures contained in the Mining Amendment
Bill which was before the Parliament earlier this year.

MR NICHOLLS (Mandurah) [4.32 pm]: I cake this opportunity to outline the problems
confronting not only the people in my electorate, but also people throughout Western
Australia and Australia and to address some of the issues which i, in terms of my shadow
portfolio responsibilities of the family and seniors, see as real problems.

Western Australia has approximately 400 000 families- In the census information of 1986,
184 000 of those families were two parent families with dependent children, 128 000 of those
families were couples without children, 50 000 of those families were parents with adult
children and 36 000 families only were one parent families. The reason I have relayed those
facts to the House is because there is a major problem with the community's perception of
single parent families. In recent years the focus has been on the needs of single parent
families and the community's perception is that the majority of families in our society are
single parent families.

I want to make it clear to the House that our society consists predominantly of the traditional-
type family of two parents with dependent children. The trend which has been evolving in
our society over recent years does not take into account the traditional family. The
traditional famiy, comprising a bread winner and a primary caregiver to bring up the
children and to manage the family is something which the State and Federal Governments
have cried actively to destroy. We are reaching the point where the State and Federal
Governiments would like all parents to be working and their children placed in child care
centres or left to bring up themselves. I am not sure whether Governments are doing this
purposely or whether it has evolved because of a lack of infonmation or a lack of direction.

The effect of the Federal Government's policy on the family is having a negative impact on
society. I acknowledge that this is the State Parliament, but I want to refer members to the
Federal Budget and to one of its policy changes which impacts on the family. Teenagers
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between 16 and 18 years of age receive a job search allowance of approximately $115.20 per
fortnight if they live at home, but if they live away from home they attract an allowance of
$190.20 per fortnight. I suggest there are reasons for the difference in the allowance, but the
problem is that there is also an incentive for children between those ages to leave home.
More importantly, people between 18 and 20 years of age receive a job search allowance of
approximately $138.40 per fortnight if they live at home and $210.30 per fortnight if they
live away from home. The cost of food for children living at home is not much different
from the cost of food incurred by someone living by himself. The only cost difference is that
of accommodation.

NU Leahy: That is fairly substantial.

Mr NICHOLLS: It is, but the point I am making is that we have a growing problem with
children on the street and with homeless youth. Instead of creating an incentive whereby
young people who live at home receive an allowance which is comparable to the allowance
received by those young people who live away from home -

Mr Leahy: Some kids don't have a choice. They leave home because there are no jobs.

Mr NICHOLLS: The member is right because employment is a major factor and I will refer
to it later.

The point I am making is that Government policies are creating the situation whereby a
youth who is living at home will leave home because he knows he will receive a greater
allowance. I am not talking about $10 or $20; 1 am talking about approximately $75 for
youth between 16 and 18 years of age. The amount of $75 is almost 75 per cent of the total
benefit received by a young person of that age group who lives at home. It is a substantial
difference. The difference in the amount paid to someone living at home and someone living
away from home i the 18 to 20 year bracket is approximately $70. We need to actively
pursue Government policies to keep families together. It is not good enough to treat the
symptoms and to not deal with the real problems.

Both the Federal and State Governments are creating policies which provide disincentives for
employers to employ people. The Federal Government has introduced a training levy tax
which is great, but it creates a disincentive for someone to employ people. Payroll tax is one
of the big killers in Western Australia and it is a great disincentive for employers to employ
people. We are facing a crisis in our community and employment is one of the major
problems we need to address. However, both the Federal and State Governments continue to
pursue the past practices of trying to get blood out of a stone by introducing policies which
impact on the employer simply because he wants to employ people. I wonder whether the
Government is losing its grip on reality; that is, that employers are moving towards using
technology in the workplace instead of employing people. I can envisage the time when,
because of the taxes and charges imposed by both the State and Federal Governments,
employers will spend millions of dollars incorporating technology in their operations to
allow them to dispense with employees. In the short term it might possibly be said that that
is all part of productivity and moving ahead but in the long term it will be an absolute
disaster for the community. If we do not start to create incentives for employers to employ
more people, and become far more dynamic in the way in which we allow these issues to be
addressed, I fear our problems may be just beginning. We arc starting to go further down the
track and we should be looking more at employment and its effect on families.

One issue which has a great deal of merit and which has been around for a long time is
income splitting. I am led to believe that, in fact, it may be possible by changing some State
Adts to allow persons in our community to enjoy the benefits of income splitting. I refer in
particular to retired people receiving superannuation pensions from the Western Australian
superannuation fund. There is merit in addressing that issue and certainly the whole
argument in favour of income splitting is based on a more equitable, fair and positive
distribution of income throughout the community.

Mr Taylor: I have actually looked at that issue because I have received submissions from
retired people involved in an association. I have received advice, which I have passed on,
that it is not possible to change Stage legislation in that way because of the nature of
Commonwealth legislation which overrides these issues. The person who earns the income
or superannuation cannot decide to split that income down the middle so that he is taxed on
half and his spouse is taxed on the other half.
A'9s4.2
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Mr NICHOLLS: I understand some of the limitations. However, I would like to think that
all members of this House are in favour of income splitting. Under our present system, in a
family with children a single breadwinner is allowed to earn only $5 100 tax free before he
or she is taxed at the same rate as others in the community. If both parents are working, each
is allowed that same tax free component before incurring tax, effectively giving them
$1 200 tax free. Also, families trying to raise children do not receive any consideration in
real terms as a tax deduction for the cost and time involved in providing a primary caregiver
for the children or the basic costs incurred in raising a family. Families with three or four
children are financially penalised. Those families with only one breadwinner are even
further behind the eight-ball. We like to call our system fair and just but, quite frankdy, I
regard it as totally the opposite.

The problems occurring with juveniles in the community today could perhaps be addressed if
more parents were able to split their incomes or if a financial incentive were provided for one
of the parents, or some other primary caregiver. to not only provide guidance to the children
but also be responsible for their activities, upbringing and care. Too often this country gets
into the situation of throwing money at the symptoms. Regularly I hear of the problems of
homeless youth, and there is no doubt that problem is growing in our society, as are other
problems connected with youth. Unless we address the financial situation of families, and
find a way in which the single breadwinner family can retain as much income as possible, I
do not think we will make any progress. For example. I see no reason to tax people at a high
rate and then return some of that money to them as family allowance or a Government
handout. In the case of low income families, why tax them in the first place? Why not allow
them to keep all their earnings and do away with the bureaucracy that turns the cheque
around and sends it back to them in the mail? Of course, there is no reason why high income
earners and companies should not pay tax. However, people on relatively low incomes are
given no tax concessions, and that applies also to two parent families with only one
breadwinner. The only allowance such families receive is a $1 200 rebate for the spouse.
That is an indication of the worth we as a society place on the benefits of a spouse staying at
home and looking after the children. The Government then runs huge campaigns trying to
get both parents into the work force. The logic of that situation astounds me. I have nothing
against any persons entering the work force if they wish to do so, but the point has been
reached at which the economic state of our country is forcing people into employment to the
detriment of their families. Families are breaking down at an ever increasing rate, at a rate
far higher than in the past in this country.

Mrs Beggs: What campaigns are run to encourage both parents to work?

Mr NICHOLLS: I refer to campaigns such as retraining women to go back into the work
force.

Mrts Beggs: That is providing an option.

Mr NICHOLLS: That is fine, but the option should be accompanied by a facility to split
incomes. I have no objection to both parents working, but a tax concession should be
provided for the primary caregiver for the children. For example, if a husband and wife want
to participate in the work force they should be given direct ta relief on the cost of providing
a primary caregiver for their children.

Mr Taylor: Does that mean I could claim my baby-sitting costs?

Mr NICHOLLS: I would not take it to the enth degree.

Mrs Beggs: I should be able to claim child care expenses.

Mr NICHOLLS: If the Minister is incurring expenses for employing a person who is totally
responsible for taking care of her children, she should be able to do so. Her children have as
much right as any other children in Australia to a caring and responsible caregiver. Why
should they suffer because the Minister wants to be in the work force? If either the Minister
or her husband decided not to work but to become the primary caregiver for their children,
they should be allowed to split the income of the spouse in the work force.

Mr Shave: Ministers earn a lot of money.

Mvr NICHOLLS: Irrespective of what one earns, a decision could be made and incentives
created in our society for one of the parents to be a primary caregiver.
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Mr P.J. Smith: Rather than splitting incomes - if you split incomes and reduce tax everybody
else's tax has to be bumped up - how about a straight grant to the caregiver, like family
allowance?

Mr NICHOLLS: Multiple benefits and cheques are received by many people. The family
supplement scheme, the family allowance scheme and similar schemes have been introduced
to provide financial relief. The problem is that there is no correlation between the amount
earned and the value of it. For example, many people have suggested to me that once they
have worked eight hours' overtime there is no point working any longer because Keating will
receive the rest of their income. Direct benefits should be gained from income earned.

Mr Graham: Have you ever done the sums on that?

Mr NICHOLLS: Yes.

Mr Graham: Have you been able to prove their argument accurately?

Mr NICHOLLS: The sums work out: If the cost to the bureaucracy for returning the
cheques were removed -

Mr Graham: I am talking about overtime. During 10 odd years' involvement with the union
movement, that allegation has been made to me a number of times and I have never been
able to make the sums add up. The figures do not match the rhetoric.

Mr NICHOLLS: I thought the member for Pilbara was talking about income-splitting. No, I
have not done the sums on the overtime issue. That is a common statement made to me.

Mr Graham: It is a common statement, but there is not a lot of substance to it.

Mrs Beggs: It is wrong. The highest tax rate never changes. No matter how much you earn
you do not pay over 490 in the dollar.

Mr NICHOLLS: The interesting result from that debate is whether major benefits are
derived from earning overtime.

Mrs Beggs; That would be correct under the Liberal Federal Government because the tax
rate was much higher than it is now. Under the Labor Government it hat dropped
considerably. There is, therefore, incentive for people to work overtime.

Mr NICHOLLS: Were a scheme of income-splitting to be introduced as well as a tax
concession for primary caregivers, many changes would take place within the family
structure. Incentives, introduced along the line that many call for, would allow parents to be
the primary caregiver for their children; the number of latchkey kids would be greatly
reduced and the responsibility for child-care would be with parents. However, at present
nothing exists other than incentives for children to leave home and for both parents to enter
the work force. Incentives do not exist, apart from that of a moral obligation, to encourage
one parent to stay at home to look after the children. People in the community have made
the comment - it may be true or false, I have never followed it up - that the teachers will sort
the child out when he goes to school. People say that he is a little bit boisterous At the
moment, but once he goes to school, the teachers will sort him out. In our society, a trend is
developing for parents to abdicate their responsibilities in many respects, leaving someone
else to pick-up the pieces. That trend needs to be changed. Society must return to the

-- custom according to which parents are seen to be the responsible managers of their families
and society should ensure that conditions allowing parental responsibilities are in place. At
the same time it must make sure that one of the major factors contributing to the destruction
of families - financial stress and hardship - is removed to a great extent.

The Deputy Premier made a statement about looking at an option submitted by one of the
retirement associations. Whether that option can be implemented today is debatable. I
would like to think that the Premier, at her next opportunity - I hope that will be next week -

will argue strongly to the Federal Government that families are the backbone of our nation.
Our children are the future and it is about time we removed the rhtoric and did something
about the situation. Income splitting will provide some assistance, although there is no
doubt, as some of dhe members opposite would rightly point out, that people who are on very
low incomes will definitely continue to need assistance of some kind from both the State and
Federal Governments.

I know of an interesting saying which I would like to bring to the House's attention because
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it is pertinent to the financial chaos facing ouri country at the moment. The statement,
attributed to Benjamin Franklin, reads -

Poverty often deprives a man of all spirit and virtue; it is hard for an empty bag to
stand upright.

That statement holds merit because nothing is more disastrous in one's lifetime than finding
that one is not only destitute, but also one is faced with very few options. As shadow
Minister for The Family, when I investigated some of the issues in my electorate and some
cases Mround the State, many cases stirred my beant. I wish I could dish out some of the
millions of dollars that were squandered over the past few years to those families to help
them overcome the troubles they are experiencing at the moment. The hundreds of millions
of dollars which were wasted would be of only short term assistance because the policies that
have been introduced by the State and the Federal Governments do nothing but bleed those
people once again. Some of the options that are available to people are no better than no
option.

Increasingly in our country, minority groups are beginning to dictate what takes place within
Government structures and within the community. This may touch a raw point with some
people, but I refer to some of the more vocal minority groups that march through the streets.
Mr Graham: I hope you recall the comments of the member for Darling Range when he was
talking about members of the Liberal Party as a minority group on joint sitting day.
Mr NICHOLLS: The member for Darling Range may make his comments, but I assure the
member that from where I sit minority groups tend to receive reactions based on their ability
to voice their opinions rather than on the credibility of their arguments. We have become
reactionary to those groups. Not only the Labor Party reacts, but also the community is
being conditioned to reacting to minority groups. The silent majority is being trodden and
crushed.
Mvr Thomas: We have not heard from the silent majority for a while.
Mr NICHOLLS: Maybe my comments are a little out of date; maybe the silent majority has
been crushed by successive Labor Governments to the point where it cannot speak out any
more. We are now at a very low point in our history, when we regard not only the economic
troubles we are going through, but also the way in which decisions are made, the way in
which our comnmunity leaders react to those pressure groups, and also the perceptions held by
the majority of our community with regard to community leaders, when we look at the way
in which our community can be very persuasively conditioned through some of the media
and information outlets of which they are availing themselves. Where would this lead us?
Unless we take stock of how we are going to run our nation and our State, we will reach the
point where no future Government will have any option but to pander to the pressure groups.
When we look at the way in which our community attitudes are moulded, I wonder about the
source of that information. No doubt members of Parliament in many circumstances have
either created perceptions or have been the source of information. We get back to the
accountability and integrity of people in our community who are leading the debate, and I
wonder whether those people have the best interests of the general community at heart. In
the media recently I saw a statement attributed to a member of the Government calling for
the age of consent for homosexuality to be reduced to 16 years. This issue makes me very
angry; I begin to wonder what we are trying to achieve and where these ideas will lead us.
For a member actually to suggest that we should lower the age of consent is a fair comment,
but we are having a major problem with AIDS in our community - which, I have no doubt,
evolved from the homosexual practices of men, whether in Australia or in other parts of the
world - yet we are advocating the lowering of the age of consent to expose our young
teenage boys to some of those practices.

Mr Pearce: The Government has made it clear it is not proposing to do that.

Mr NICHOLLS: It is fine for the Leader of the House to say that, but I was talking about
some of the pressure groups in our community which are trying to lead the debate, or at least
to change community attitudes. What annoys me most of all is when I see members of
Parliament actively assisting in issues which I believe are very important and fundamental to
our community.
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Mr Pearce: Have you caught up with the fact that homosexuality is not illegal in this State
any more?

Mr NICHOLLS: I have caught up with the fadt that, unfortunately, we decriminalised it,
much to my disappointment. However, it is a fact of life.

Mr Pearce: Let us have a statement from your party. Would you recriminalise it if you got
back into Government?
Mr NICHOLLS: I am of the opinion that we should do everything we can to discourage
people from entering into that activity, but we should also ensure that we do not reach the
paint where we start to break down the very morals on which our conmmunity is based.

Mr Pearce: Does that mean you would make it a criminal offence if you got back into
Government?

Mr NICHOLLS: There is no doubt that it is an issue to which a great deal of emotion
attaches, but it is also an issue that I believe is a result of the pressures of a minority group
placed on individuals. I would hate to see us reach a situation where the Government
advocates the lowering of the age of consent for homosexuality, and I was glad to see the
Premier's statement in the newspaper this morning which ruled that option out. However, I
would hate to see any sort of move to go down that track.

Mr Pearce: Would you personally like to see it made a criminal offence again?

Mr NICHOLLS: Personally I would like every effort to be made to see that people do not
continue to engage in homosexual acts.

That aside, the other issue I want to discuss briefly is that of seniors in our community. At
the moment senior citizens find themselves in various predicaments because they are being
forced to live on what I would consider to be limited means, and they always appear to be the
losers in Government policies and in any changes in philosophy. It is about time we
addressed that situation because senior citizens are also part of the family network within our
community. One of the joys I have of being the shadow Minister for The Family and for The
Aged is that both of those portfolios lend themselves to each other, and we should, as much
as possible, pursue policies which would see the extended family together or at least allow
them to enjoy each other's support.

Many suggestions have been made by the Government in recent times, and I will highlight
just a few of those because I am concerned that I have heard nothing more than suggestions.
One such suggestion was the removal of age discrimination from the work force. If I
remember correctly, it was the Premier who stated that the Government intended to introduce
legislation which would remove the requirement for people who reach the age of 65 years to
retire; yet I believe from the information I have received that this requirement still exists in
the Public Service. To date I have not seen any legislation or any infonmation to suggest
legislation will be introduced in the next few weeks to remove this discrimination. On the
other hand, is it something that the Premier has foreshadowed but is really not interested in
pursuing? Many people in the community have been waiting with bated breath for a
decision. Many wish to continue working but are nearing retirement age. It is very
important that when announcements like this are made in our community the legislation
should follow up reasonably soon afterwards.

It is great to float these ideas but it is quite unfair for Governments to suggest that they will
do something and then the legislation does not appear for some time afterwards. I am aware
work is currently going on in relation to a code of practice for retirement villages. Again, I
have heard many suggestions and comments from the community but to date I have not seen
any action which I consider will address the problem. We cannot go on leading our
community along with statements in the media without following them up. It is imperative
that we ensure we deliver to the community what we promise. Not only are seniors
susceptible to trauma from drastic changes, but also they react to the suggestions possibly
without the knowledge that no legislation has been put forward. A prime example is the
deeming interest legislation proposed by the Federal Government. It is deplorable that we
have the Government telling pensioners that they must pay taxes in a certain manner when
not even a scrap of legislation has been introduced into Parliament. Not only does this cause
unnecessary trauma to these people, it is also totally irresponsible. Surely when the
Government is introducing a measure it should be debated and passed in the Parliament
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before the changes are implemented. Unfortunately, that does not appear to be the frame of
mind of the Federal Government; it seems to say, 'Let's try it on; let's suck them in. If we
can get away with it, we will then introduce the legislation."
Public transport is another of the crucial facilities upon which our community relies. Many
people within the electorate of Mandurah have little option but to use public transport.
However, we see a cutback in public transport in this Budget. I understand that
rationalisation is needed, but we must be careful that we do not create hardship for many
people in the community for the sake of trying to recover the many millions of dollars lost in
the past. An issue very dear to people in the electorates between Fremantle and Mandurafi is
the proposed rapid rail link between those cities. I hope the Government sees fit to introduce
the legislation which has been promised by the Minister, and that funds will be provided
quickly to enable the land to be purchased so that the scheme can become a reality. For
many people, public transport is the lifeblood of their community. We should not reach the
situation where on the one hand we are suggesting that people should be environmentally
conscious and utilise the public facilities provided, yet on the other hand the Government is
cutting back on the services provided.

In summary, the community is in desperate need for leadership and for policies which will
strengthen the family unit and which recognise the worth of the primary caregiver in the
family. We do not require policies which undermine the family unit and create incentives for
young people to leave home; we need the opposite. I assure the House that under a Liberal
Government those issues will be addressed and the family unit will be a priority. It will not
receive only rhetoric or bandaid service; it will be a priority because we believe the family
unit is fundamental. The family unit strengthens and supports itself. As much as the truth
may hurt some members opposite, the families of Western Australia are not served well by
the State or Federal Government.

Mr Read: Make the wife stay at home and do what she should be doing; that is, raising the
family and washing the dishes!

Mr NICHOLLS: It is a pity that the member opposite was not in the House earlier to listen
to my argument before jumping to those pathetic conclusions. It does not matter whether it
is the husband or the wife who takes on the role of the primary caregiver; the role itself is
very important. If parents choose to stay at home, or if they choose to go to work and
employ somebody else as the primary caregiver, is a matter of choice. It is important that the
State and Federal Governments recognise the worth of the primary caregiver, and recognise
the value of that person being there to look after the children, to offer guidance and to be
responsible. In that case the community will not have to face the repercussions which flow
on from this Government's policies. I wholeheartedly advocate income splitting, and I hope
the Treasurer does too. If I have any way of generating income splitting in Western
Australia, I will pursue the matter. I am sure that I will have the support of my colleagues in
this, and any avenue which even looks like providing Western Australia with that kind of
relief shall be pursued. I hope that members opposite will take their heads out of the sand
and look at the benefits of income splitting. They should convince their Federal colleagues
to change the existing policy which it has inflicted on families throughout this nation.
MR COURT (Nedlarids) [5.17 pm]: I shall refer primarily to energy issues, and I shall
highlight the fact that we are paying dearly in this State for the lack of a long term energy
strategy which covers all parts of our energy requirements. Two key ingredients for the
economic development of this State are energy and water, and I shall outline the policies
which should be pursued to ensure that both energy and water are available to us for this
development.

Firstly, a power strike is proposed for tomorrow. This afternoon a conference has attempted
to reach agreement - I do not know the outcome of the meeting - with the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union and the Construction, Mining and Energy Workers Union regarding
the proposed strike. If this strike goes ahead, the Muja power station will be put out of
action. One of the unions involved will be picketing the plant and other workers who control
the vital pasts of the power station's operations will be on strike. This State can ill-afford
another power strike which will reduce by two-thirds the energy production of this State. For
those who are not aware, the peak demand for energy is 1 400 or 1 500 megawatts, and the
Muja power station is responsible for providing 1 000 megawatts of that power. If this
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dispute goes ahead tomorrow, it will be an expensive exercise for the State. It will disrupt
industry and all consumers who are on the grid, at a time when the number of bankruptcies in
this State in the first nine months of this year increased by 70 per cent on the corresponding
nine month period last year.
Western Australia has 70 000 unemployed, yet people are talking about going ahead with a
power strike which will cause disruption to the State. Power strikes have both short and long
term negative effects on our economy. In the short term many small and large businesses
will pay dearly for loss of production. We read in the weekend Press where one small
business lost $60 000 in a two-day strike. The proprietor was considering taking legal action
against the parties that caused the strike. The long term effect - as the Deputy Premier would
know only too well -

Mr Troy: That proprietor should employ Troubleshooters to fix up that problem for him.
Mr COURT: Does the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations support this strike
threat? What is he doing to avert yet another power strike in this State?
Mr Troy: Why don't you ask a question at question time?
Mr COURT: I certainly will. Under the current system the Minister knows that this State
can be held to ransom. The Deputy Premier would be only too well aware of how bard it is
to attract new industries to this State if continuity of power supplies cannot be guaranteed.
Mr Troy: What is the level of disputation in the power industry in the past seven years
compared with the previous seven years?
Mr COURT: In the power industry?
Mr Troy: In any industry.
Mr COURT: I am talking about the power industry and the disputation level is far too high.
We should be able to guarantee industry a continuity of power supply with an essential
service such as power generation. We do not want to throw up statistics on the number of
strikes, we should not have strikes in that industry.
Mr Troy: It is the climate you develop that from.
Mr COURT: What climate? Does the Minister support the cunrent system where we can be
held to ransom by workers in the power industry?
Mr Troy: Do you support the principle that people should have the ability to withdraw their
labour?
Mr COURT: When it comes to essential services I support legislation to ensure that such
disputes would go quickly before the commidssioner and that both parties must abide by the
commissioner's decision. Under the current system unions are able to break a ruling of the
commuissioner.
Mr Troy: The provisions exist for the commissioner to address that. Are you suggesting
something else?
Mr COURT: The Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations should try telling those
people who have lost their livelihoods, or who have lost tens of thousands of dollars due to a
power strike, that the current system -stops power strikes. The Minister knows it does not.
The second part of the equation is that competition must be brought into the power
generation system. The Government has a monopoly wit power generation.
Mr Taylor That is not right --far-fromn it. It is -quite different if one-,takes into account the
power that is generated in the Pilbara, by Alcoa of Australia Ltd, and in some parts of the
goldfields.
Mr COURT: The Deputy Premier wants to be pedantic. In the south west of the State the
Government has a monopoly.
Mr Taylor: No, it does not.
Mr COURT: Alcoa and the like produce their own power, but the power which goes into the
grid comes from Govemnment generation.
Mr Taylor: That is not the case in the Pilbara.
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Mr COURT: No; it is done by the Government's friend Robe River Mining Co Pty Ltd. The
Opposition wants that sort of' competition introduced into the south west of the State.
Mr Taylor: Then be accurate.

Mr COURT: Will you support a private base load power station in the south of the State?

Mr Taylor: We will have to wait and see.

Mr COURT: Howlong do you want us to wait?

Mr Taylor: The critical issue in relation to the next base load power station is the cost of
power.

Mr COURT: There are two issues: The cost of power and its availability. On the question
of availability of power I will explain to the Deputy Premier a problem that has arisen in his
own electorate. It is a very serious problem. Not only does Western Australia have the
dearest power in Australia, but also a big question mark hangs over whether enough power is
available for industry. I will give the Deputy Premier an example of where a major
expansion of an industry is proposed and the Government cannot provide the power that is
required.

Mr Taylor: I bet you cannot give me an example because I will put you right back on your
two feet. I know exactly what you are talking about.

Mr COURT: I will give the Deputy Premier the example and he can tell me if I am wrong.
My information comes from people involved with the State Energy Commission.

Mr Taylor: Give it to me right now.

Mr COURT: The Minister can tell me.

Mr Taylor: You give me the example and I will give you the reply.

Mr COURT: Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pt3y Ltd has commenced a $30 million-
plus expansion program of its operations and SECWA cannot guarantee its power
requirements for the next 18 months.

Mr Taylor: They will have the power they need for their expansion program.

Mr COURT: My sources inside SECWA made it clear -

Mr Carr: Your sources are not that good.

Mr COURT: Is the Minister for Fuel and Energy saying that he can meet those power
requirements? An expansion took place in Coolgardie recently, but because the company
was going to be charged so much for capital headworks from SECWA it put in its own power
station.

Mr Taylor: What do you expect SEC WA to do; it must charge the proper capital charges?

Mr COURT: The Deputy Premier talks about encouraging industry. The goldmining
industry has contributed so much to this State's economy and yet the Deputy Premier cannot
even guarantee the supply of enough power for a small new development, let alone a major
new development.

Mr Can: We are not going to provide it for free, but we can provide it.

Mr COURT: The Deputy Premier is a bit sensitive about what is said in Kalgoorlie these
days after that recent editorial comment in the Press.
Mr Taylor: Did you notice the comments about the two local members and how good they
are? It is good Press for the next election.

Mr COURT: We will handle the two local members; that will come up. What a situation!
Even a small new development in the goldfields is hit so hard by SECWA for headworks
charges that it installs its own power station. A major new development is taking place and
the capacity is not there for that. The Deputy Premier can rant and rave all he likes, but he
should be trying to do something to help industry in this State. When people in SECWA are
saying we have these problems, not a great deal of long term management is taking place.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspend ed from 6.00 to 7.30 pmn
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Mr COURT: Prior to the dinner suspension I raised the matter of the proposed power strike.
The Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations smugly said that if I asked a question he
would tell me what was going on. During question time I asked such a question and the
Minister read out a ruling by the Industrial Relations Comm-ission. After listening to all sides
of the argument the Industrial Relations Commissioner ruled that all parties should ensure a
continuity of supply. That is our great industrial system at work! Tonight I watched the
news and made a few telephone calls. I have been informed that the strike will continue
tomorrow. The Industrial Relations Commission has stated that it wishes to see a continuity
of power, yet under our industrial system unions can snub their noses at such a ruling. The
Construction, Mining and Energy Workers Union is one of the unions involved and during
the last 12 months it has twice defied a ruling of the commission's. Surely, the matter
represents a classic example of the need for essential services legislation.

Dr Lawrence: What was the attitude of the Opposition when teachers were on strike and
threatened to extend that strike? At the rime I was the responsible Minister and members of
the Opposition - perhaps not the member on his feet - were supportive of the strike action.

Mr COURT: I got into trouble last time I called the Premier "Mrs Premier".

Dr Lawrence: Just call me Premier.

Mr COURT: Premier - it seems naked without something in front -

Mr Lewis: We don't want that.

Dr Lawrence: I would not subject you to that. Does the Opposition support industrial action
or not?

Mr COURT: I am attempting to be serious.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr COURT: I never have arnd I never will support irresponsible strike action.

Dr Lawrence: What is irresponsible strike action as opposed to responsible strike action?

Mr COURT: In a power station strike situation, the matter can be resolved in two ways.
First, we can introduce essential services legislation which would take into account the types
of industry essential for the economic wellbeing of the State. Second, we can introduce
competition into the power generation industry -that would allow an option. Tomorrow if
Muja power station closes down, two-thirds of the State's power generating industry will be
out of action. We have been told tonight that half of the generating capacity will be closed
down; that means we will enter the one hour on, one hour off roster system tomorrow. What
a situation! This will not occur as a result of a mechanical breakdown. It will be due to a
group of people who believe that now is a good timne to take action to win greater gains.
There could be no worse time than now to take such action. However, the Treasurer and-the
Cabinet sit back and do nothing about the problem.

The second area I wish to address is the price of gas. We have heard much about the
problems the Government has had deciding whether to build a new gas fixed or a coal fired
power station. Very little is said about the problems affecting many gas consumers in
industry who have contracts with the State Energy Commission of Western Australia which
has notified those consumers that their power costs have been increased by 75 per cent. To
give an example, one consumer's price increased from $4.79 a gigajoule to $8.40 a gigajoule.
Many other examples have been brought to our attention. In June, the Treasurer when
talking about the new price for gas'and new taxes and charges commented that the
Government was midndful of the% difficulties faced by business and had contained the -non-
domestic utility charge increase to below the inflation rate. Would the Treasurer believe that
is nonsense? The Treasurer is in the House, so this is a good time as any to ask her. She is
not here all that often.

Mr Pearce: That is very unfair!

Mr COURT: I am sitting in this place most of the timne.

Dr Lawrence: That is because you are on the backbench in the Opposition.

Mr COURT: Just because I am on the backbench, does not mean -

Dr Lawrence: I pay attention to parliamentary debates.
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Mr COURT: I will not argue; the Treasurer is in the House now.

Mr Pearce: Where is your leader?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr COURT: The Treasurer should explain how she can make a statement that the
Government will not increase non-domestic utility charges at a rate greater than the inflation
rate, and then increase those charges by 75 per cent.

Dr Lawrence: I will obviously address that matter in my reply to the debate. In the
meantime I am attempting to locate the responsible Minister to give an indication of the truth
or otherwise of the matter raised by the member for Nedlands. Obviously, I will carefully
read all the Budget speeches and reply at the end.

Mr COURT: The truth is that companies are suffering; I am giving specific examples.

Dr Lawrence: I will look at that. Perhaps a change has occurred in the basis of the business.

Mr COURT: If the Treasurer were in business -

Dr Lawrence: Perhaps the member can repeat what he said, as the Minister has arrived.

Mr COURT: The Treasurer gave a cormiment that non-domestic utility charge increases
would be below the inflation rate. How does the Minister explain the 75 per cent increase for
industry consumers?

Mr Cart: The commitment made by the Government was about non-tariff areas. That was
part of the Family Pledge relating to domestic consumers. It has been extended to all tariffs.
But it does not relate to those the subject of separately negotiated contracts.

Dr Lawrence: The member should provide details. He cannot make allegations without
more specific detail.
Mr COURT: How specific must I be? I have detailed an example.

Dr Lawrence: The Minister said that tariffs have not increased.

Mr Carr: The contract has not changed. The member is talking about a contract between
SECWA and a company, which contract contained an escalation clause. That clause related
to a number of factors including the price of oil, in the same way as the SECWA escalation
clause relates to it.

Mr COURT: Hundreds and thousands of companies are on contract relating to gas prices.
Does the Minister say those companies can carry a 75 per cent increase? The Minister
knows he has flexibility inside SECWA -

Mr Carr: We do not. We are paying an extra 65 per cent for gas which we buy at the same
tune.

Mr COURT: This is interesting. How much gas has SECWA bought and paid for at low
prices?

Mr Canr: Not low prices at all because a lot stored in the ground was bought at high prices in
earlier days before the price of oil went down and there are very high holding charges on
that. *Therefore, it is not cheap gas at all. Supposing it was cheap and we could use it, we are
still committed to a daily contract in that quantity that we have to take and pay for.

Mr COURT: When did the Government start buying gas?

Mr Can: In the early 1980s.

Mr COURT: The price of gas has been low for all of this decade.

Mr Canr: It hasn't. It was higher in the early periods of the take or pay contract than it has
been in recent years.
Mr COURT: In 198 1-82 it was, but when did the Government start buying gas?

Mr Can:- In the early 1980s, but at the time that take or pay contract came into effect, the
price of gas and the price of oil were higher than they have been for most of recent years.

Mr COURT: I will summarise the situation. The Government has a lot of gas and so it went
to industry and said, "We want you to convert from oil or coal or whatever to gas." Those
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industries convented and were given attractive tariffs. As soon as they were comnmitted to
gas, they faced in one hit - not phased in - a 75 per cent increase. Even if it can be justified
according to the contract, the Government would have to admit that a smnall business that is
energy intensive cannot survive with a 75 per cent increase in its gas tariff. Instead of using
the gas we have in this State to the advantage of industry so that it is competitive, the
Governent intends to send half of them out of business!

Mr Can: They are still paying less for the gas than they would be paying if they were on oil.
Part of the contractual arrangement is that gas is a lower price than oil.

Mr COURT: But the Government has it tied to the oil price. It sets that price just below the
oil price so it can say what the Minister just said. The Minister is missing my point. How
can a business survive if its energy bill increases by 75 per cent in one hit? Businesses are
used to allowing for CPI increases in rates and the l ike, but they are not used to 75 per cent
increases. We have record bankruptcies in this State. In the first nine months of this year,
the number of bankruptcies was 75 per cent higher than it was for the first nine months of
last year, We also have record unemployment.
Mr Troy: Your memory is pretty short.

Mr COURT: He is the Minister who told me that there would be no power strike tomorrow.
He told me that the commissioner had said that the power would keep going. Half an hour
later, we turned on the television and were told that the strike will go ahead and it does not
matter what the commnissioner says. We have been talking about essential services
legislation for some time. The Government needs something to make sure that we do not
have a repeat of this. If it reckons it can defend giving industry a 75 per cent increase in
price, good luck to it.

Mr Canr: We are making a loss on gas sales now. Do you want an increase in the subsidy
that the community is paying?

Mr COURT: What does the Minister mean "an increase in the subs idy"?

Mr Can: We are losing on our gas activities already.

Mr COURT: So the Government is prepared to help one sector, but not the other! The
Minister knows very well that many people use gas. The Government has given the
impression to businesses that their tariff would not increase above the rate of inflation, but
businesses will have to pay a 75 per cent increase.

Mr Canr: Not all of them. When the contracts were originally drawn, the companies were
offered a CPI increase or an escalation related to oil. Those that took the latter got cheaper
and cheaper gas for a number of years while those which took the former have had increases.
The events of the last couple of months that we all know about have had a dramatic effect on
the price. We pay for gas and on the price of the contracts that we will sell it for.

Mr Clarko: What is the gap between gas and oil today compared with when it first was made
available in the city? It was very cheap at the start, wasn't it?

Mr Canr: It was not at the start. It was at a relatively high level, became much cheaper and
now has suddenly become much more expensive.

Mr COURT: The Government has really botched the whole energy debate. We cannot
blame the current Minister because he has been Minister for only 18 months. However, for
the seven years chat this Government has been in office, it has not planned for the future. I
do not care what the Deputy Premier said. The fact is that to discourage new industry in the
goldfields going onto the SECWA grid by introducing exorbitant headworks charges -so -that
companies found it cheaper to put in their own generator capacity is ridiculous. The largest
gold producer in Kalgoorlie wants to carry out a major expansion at a time of recession and
the Government does not have the capacity to supply it with energy. That is ridiculous. On
the one hand, WA Inc squandered money and, on the other hand, no planning has been put in
place for the future development of our industries in this State. If we do not have electricity
and water we cannot expand.
I know that we have had many discussions in this House about the gold tax and that the
Pederal Labor Government has gone ahead with its proposal to introduce a tax and the
industry has come to accept that tax. The industry does not need a gold tax. The current
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recession should indicate that we need to encourage industries so that we have something
good on the horizon. The time is right for the Treasurer - I know this is a well worn
argument in Canberra - to put a new case to the Federal Government to reverse its decision to
introduce the gold tax next year. This Opposition will do everything in its power to support
the Government with a new push on Canberra to support some stimulation in investment in
this State. What better industry to stimulate than the gold industry because it has a proven
track record. If it is given tax incentives, people invest money in it and when they invest
money in it, it has a huge multiplier effect on the whole State. I know that the decision has
been made.
Dr Lawrence: We argued against it.
Mr COURT: Some Government members have. Many Government members support a gold
tax. The point I am making is that the time is very opportune with the Treasurer going to
Canberra on Monday for a conference for her to raise the subject with Keating and the people
responsible. The Treasurer should tell them that, if the Federal Government announces that
it will not go ahead with the gold tax, it will stimulate an industry. It should provide
incentives for an immediate injection of investment with an immnediate multiplier effect
flowing throughout the Stare.
Dr Lawrence: We can argue against it but we cannot prevent its being imposed.
Mr COURT: That is what I am saying. The Government thiniks it has lost the argument. I
suggest that, just as it has to reassess the situation in this State with the recession, the timne is
right to put positive ideas to the Federal Government for investment in an industry which
will provide more taxes to the Federal Government, as crazy as that may sound, if the gold
tax is removed. The Federal Government cannot see that because of the theoretical
arguments about a level playing field.
Dr Lawrence: There are too many bureaucrats in Canberra with nothing to do.
Mr COURT: The Treasurer would have enjoyed Geoffrey Blainey' speech on Friday when
he made an attack on Canberra. I cannot stand the place. Whenever I visit there I see
evidence of the wealth which has been created by all the small businesses throughout this
country. I see the most extravagant buildings and gardens arid money being spent
everywhere. Mr Blainey commented that Canberra has the highest income per capita in the
nation.
Mr Lewis: Enjoyed by people who do not produce anything.
Dr Lawrence, It has been that way since 1927.
Mr COURT: I visited Africa last year where the Government has one trade official. A high
rise budlding in Canberra is ful of trade officials. I do nor know what they buy and sell in
Canberra. I would have thought there would be many opportunities for trade in a place like
Africa.
Dr Lawrence: You will support us in our argument next week that a lot of services should be
returned to the States.
Mr COURT: I do not want to argue about the matter. The Opposition wants to see some
action. Liberal Federal Governiments can be just as bad as labor Federal Governments.
Mr Clarko: They are not as bad.
Mr COURT: They are certainly not as bad. Select Committees have been established and
talk-fests are held, but instead of talking about the matter some action should be taken.
Mr Lewis: Will the Treasurer support John Hewson in returning welfare disbursements to
the States?
Dr Lawrence: We have argued for that already, not so much for income support, because
that needs to be universal, but all the other elements the Department for Community Services
offers should be properly managed by the State.
Mr Clarko: Will the Treasurer support the establishment of a confederation instead of a
federation?
Dr Lawrence: What is the distinction?
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Mr Clarko: A confederation is a much looser form of amalgamation.

Dr Lawrence: Without taking the member for Nedlands' time -

Mr COURT: The Treasurer is now supporting John Hewson on the social security question.
I can see the front page of The Australian tomorrow, after we have given it a call.
Dr Lawrence: I said that in relation to payment and benefits he is wrong, but in relation to
services, they should be with the State.

Mr COURT: I have given my views of Canberra - [ do not like it because I see wasteful
expenditure in that place. The people are out of touch with the real world. One of the
reasons I travel around Western Australia is to talk to people - the real people in this country
producing the wealth, not the bureaucrats as the Government calls them. Too many of them
are stuck in Canberra.

At die beginning of my speech I said that energy and water were the two key ingredients for
the future economic development of this country and any other country. I will now talk
about an issue relating to water which comes under the responsibility of the Department of
Mines. It concerns the fact that the Government is abolishing the drilling section of the
Department of Mines. That was an unusual decision. A relatively small amount of money is
involved; [ think the budget is about $1.5 million a year. For many years, this section of
geological surveying has been responsible for carrying out much of the exploration work for
water. In the Department of Mines water is treated as one of the minerals. Not only does the
department help find the water, but also it is responsible for monitoring the bores where
water has been found. In an unusual situation, a very short announcement was made, as
follows -

...the Drilling Branch of the Department of Mines are to be phased out over the next
12 months.
Mr Hill said this would lead to the full closure of the Branch, the redeployment of its
38 staff within other sections of the Public Service and the sale of its capital
equipment.

I am told that equipment is all being brought back into a yard somewhere. [ do not know
what will happen to it after that. The statement continues -

Thbe decision followed a full review of activities in the Mines portfolio and would
save the State more than $1 million a year.

Mr Lewis: What will happen to it?

Mr COURT: I think it will be sold. The quote continues -

Mr Hill said the drilling branch had been involved in a variety of drilling programs to
definte and monitor groundwater reserves.

This is a classic statement -

The Branch had successfully identified adequate groundwater reserves for the Perth
Basin's medium-term demands and in future a limited contract drilling operation
would be undertaken as required.

The claim that we have identified enough water supplies for our medium term demands

could not be further from the truth. The Minister for Mines must agree with me. If he
announced the closure of that drilling section and said that the work would be carried out in a
drilling program by the private sector, he. would have our full support. However, rather than
that, he is closing down the section and he admits that $1t million a year wAill be -saved; thatI is,
that work is not going to be carried out under contract.

Mr Car: Some work will be carried out under contitact.

Mr COURT: I presume one-third of it will be carried out by contract drilling. The Minister
knows, from travelling around this State, that towns like Broome and Derby are dependent
upon people finding and proving groundwater supplies. He knows m-ining companies spend
a large amount of their budgets on finding water for processing plants, particularly in the
goldfields, whether it be salt water or fresh water. He knows that the work carried out by
these people over many years has given Western Australia a very good picture of the
groundwater resources. The shortage of water is a major problem in this State and more
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money must be spent on finding it, whether it be through the Western Australian Water
Authority or the Department of Mines. The Minister should not be scaling down one of'
those programs. He would know that the people concerned have built the technology and
have the expertise for monitoring bores. I understand they have very elaborate equipment -
television cameras and the like - for exploration work. A great deal of good research work
has been carried out in that area.
Talk about penny-pinching! My attention has been drawn to the fact that, as the Minister
welt knows, this year, apart from royalties, the Department of Mines raised something like
$55 million and it spent about $45 million. The Department of Mines collects $10 million
more from the mining industry than it returns to that industry, not including its royalty
payments. The mining industry made it clear that it fully supported the user-pays principle
whereby the industry must pay for its services. However, when the industry is paying
$ 10 million more than is returned to it, and its reward for that is to have a $1.5 million water
drilling program cut, a program which is important to the mining industry as well as to the
overall community, the cut is penny-pinching and unnecessary. Were that program to be
replaced by the private sector drilling the Opposition would not criticise that action. At one
of the department's counters in its offices one must pay $5 to receive service.

Mr Carr: That is for a half-hour consultation.
Mr COURT: Following that, one must pay $38 an hour thereafter for services. That service
was previously provided as a public service. In an industry which is more than paying its
way, the Government is indulging in petty cutting of services such as that drilling program.

Mr Can: The cost of those services has not been free for a long time. It is $37 now and was
$35 for a long time.
M~r COURT: The Minister cannot look me in the face and say he genuinely supports closing
down that drilling section.
Mr Canr: It has undertaken most of the work it was supposed to carry out. There are
insufficient grounds to warrant the section's continuation as a total entity in its present form.
Funds will still be available to undertake what really needs to be undertaken on a contract
basis.
Mr Mensaros: There are piles of papers two inches thick in the department on groundwater
supplies issued by the engineers and geologists.
Mr COURT: The work they carried out about 20 years ago made it possible for us to expand
the metropolitan area with confidence.
Mr Carr: They have done a lot of work over the years.

Mr COURT: That relates to the metropolitan area 20 years ago. We are talking about
building something new.
Mr Carrt They identified an enormous aquifer in the south of the State which was more than
a kilometre deep.
Mr COURT: One Minister has said that we must build this pipeline from the north and that
has captured people's imagination. If it is such a good idea, instead of talking about it, why
not build it? On the other hand, the Minister has referred to a Government department which
found an underground water supply in the south of the State a kilometre deep, and the
Government wants to chop that department. Who is working against whose interests?
The last point I make in relation to the mining industry is that in recent times some incredible
attacks have been made on the mining industry by senior Government Ministers. The
Government cannot have it both ways. The Minister acknowledges that the mining industry
makes a great contribution to the economy of this State. Over many years it has a
tremendous record in caring for the environment as it carries out its operations. However,
when it is politically expedient to kick the industry hard, the Premier and the Minister for the
Environment go in boots and all to do as much damage as they can.
Mr Can: That is not true.

Mr COURT: The person who makes all the running on these mining issues is the Minister
for the Environment, and neither the Minister for Mines nor the Minister for Resources
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defends the mining industry. We are told that the industry should be ashamed of the way it is
going about its exploration activities. The Premnier and the Minister for the Envirornent
keep on kicking that industry.

Mr Gordon Hill: That is not true. The Minister for the Environment just said it was bad
politics for the mining companies to argue for their exploration licences at this time.
Mr Carr He made a commitment that the proper processes would be carried through.

Mr COURT: I could not believe the attack made by the Government on the mineral sands
industry. The Government itself has been looking into exploration on the south coast. The
Government cannot ask different bodies to look into various arrangements and then, when it
is politically expedient, kick those bodies. It has been successful in driving investment out of
this State. The Government has an anridevelopment attitude. How can anyone have
confidence in investing in this State if the Government chooses to kick those investors when
it is convenient? No members of this Government support the industry and its activities. If
that industry were irresponsible, the Government would have the full support of the
Opposition in reprimnanding it, but the industry has been responsible. Government members
should get out into the community and find out what these companies have been doing.

The Government has been an absolute failure in the areas of energy and water supplies. The
member for Applecross mentioned tonight an example relating to security deposits. Do
Governiment members recall the argument a year ago when SECWA sent notices to
businesses regarding security deposits and the huge increases it imposed? The security
deposits demanded of some businesses have increased from $300 to $30 000 and the like.

Mr Canr: Rubbish!

Mr COURT: Does the Minister want some examples?

Mr Carr: Yes, of course I do.

Mr COURT: I will give them to the Minister. The Government thought that it would wait
until the heat went off after a few months, and now it is quietly slipping in these charges.

Mr Carr: There is no review of income for a company with a good paying policy.

Mr COURT: I can give an example of one company with a good paying policy and, not only
has the price of its gas increased by 75 per cent, but also it has been given notice of a huge
increase in its security deposit. How can people run a business in this State when they are
being kicked to death by Government Ministers?

DR WATSON (Kenwick) [8.04 pml: My contribution in the Budget debate will be about
women and AIDS. In Western Australia and Australia we have a particularly good record on
prevention and education in the field of AIDS, and prevention of HJV infection. I want to
remind the House that 1 December will be remembered throughout the world as AIDS Day,
and the particular vulnerability of women will be highlighted because the role of women in
the AIDS epidemic has been grossly understated.

Tomorrow, 24 October, is United Nations Day, and I think it is particularly pertinent that we
look beyond this Parliament and beyond this State to acknowledge that AIDS is, in fact, a
global epidemic, or in medical terms a pandemic. It is important that we accept the
challenge to raise people's awareness about women and AIDS in areas such as women who
have the HIV and AIDS, women who care for people who have the HlV and AIDS, women
who are intravenous drug users and are therefore vulnerable, and particularly women who
have a relationship with a bisexual man.

Of the six million -people worldwide estimated to have AIDS, two millon are -women and
two million are children. Of the estimated 600 000 people who developed AIDS during the
last decade, more than 150) 000 were women, and it is expected that more women will
become ill with AIDS this year than have developed AIDS in the first 10 years since the
disease was recognised. That is because of the latency period. Only a very small minority of
AIDS cases in Australia is women; it is probably about three per cent of those who have been
diagnosed. However, almost all of them have been infected through contact with a bisexual
man- Of course, women are particularly at risk if they use intravenous drugs or are the
sexual partners of intravenous drug users. The tragedy is enough for the women to be
infected, but it is most tragic to recognise that if such a woman becomes pregnant her child

6463



6464 I[ASSEMB LY]

has a very high chance of being born with the WV, of developing AIDS very quickly and of
dying in infancy. Altogether 61 Australian women have been diagnosed as having AIDS
from a total of 2 040 cases. The total number of HIV infections recorded to date in Australia
is 12 760, of whom 456 are women. It can be seen that it is most important - and the
importance cannot be emphasised enough - to get the message to heterosexual women of
their vulnerability. It is important to maintain, as we are committed to doing, our public
health programs to prevent all people from contracting the HIV.
I was privileged recently to visit Zimbabwe for the second time this year. In March the
presence of lilY and AIDS was denied; by September the newspapers caried two stories a
day on the subject. There has been a dramatic increase in the demand for funeral insurance
policies, which must be taken out before a person contracts the illness. In 1985, five per cent
of the Zimbabwean population was insured. It is my understanding that this year, 98 per cent
of those who are eligible to be insured have taken out funeral insurance. The payment of
funeral expenses is becoming part of employment packages that are negotiated, and it has
been said that there is a need for trade unions to negotiate this payment.

It is important to understand the devastation that AIDS has on Mfrican populations. A recent
article in Lancer estimates that 70 per cent of the urban Ugandan population is H-IV positive.
That means thai within eight years, 35 per cent of the urban Ujgandan population will have
died of AIDS. It is estimated that 25 per cent of the Zimbabwean and Zambian urban
populations is HIV positive, and that means that within eight years, about 13 per cent of
those urban populations will have died of AIDS. That is a tragedy which affects women and
children.

It was reported in th6 news in Zimbabwe that hundreds of children gathered in urban areas
for the highlight of the week, which is a session of singing about the dangers of AIDS.
While we were in Zimbabwe the first booklet that was made available in Zimbabwe on AIDS
prevention was published and distributed tough doctors' surgeries and bookshops. The
United Nations Summit on Children was taking place while we were in Zimbabwe, and it
became very clear that the plight of children in Africa would take a high priority on its
agenda, not only in terms of the awful effects of drought and malnutrition but also because
the World Health Organisation has forecast that 10 million children will be HIfV positive by
the year 2000 and that most of those children will be African children. Shortly before that
summit, updated projections were given by the World Health Organisation's Global Program
on AIDS, and HIV was said to be infecting many more children than had previously been
thought to be the case.

AIDS is indeed a social tragedy, and we have to consider how vulnerable our own women
are. AIDS is predominantly a disease of homosexual men in Australia, but women are
increasingly at risk. Evidence was given to the Select Committee on AIDS that bisexual men
often use anonymous places, perhaps public toilets and men's bathhouses, to have sex with
men, and then return to their wives or female partners, which puts those women at the same
risk as those men but without their knowledge. It is difficult for women to know that they
are at risk and to take appropriate precautions. Some of the things that act against women are
a low rate of condom use, women's and men's perceptions that women are not at risk, and
women's inability to negotiate safe sex or safer drug-taking because of the imbalances of
power in men' s and women's relationships. So educational messages have to be tailored
particularly for those women who may unknowingly be at risk with a bisexual man.

It was interesting for me to attend the 4th National Conference on l-UV/AIDS and to listen to
the presentation of a paper entitled 'Educating Bisexual Men and their Partners". That paper
had been prepared over three years - July 1988, July 1989 and July 1990 - by a telephone
information and education service. Of the 3 000 primary calls that were recorded,
2 000 were from male callers who were having sex with male as well as with female
partners. Those men who were currently in sexual relationships with women were included
in the results of the survey. It is really important if we are to come to terms with how to
target our messages that we understand those matters. Most of the men who telephoned this
line and who were engaged in bisexual relationships were aged between 20 and 40, but only
17 per cent of them had discussed with their female partners the issue of their bisexuality,
and most of the married men were most anxious that their wives and families remain
ignorant of their behaviour. The reason that this telephone service was so successful - if this
is how we measure success - was that most of those men had a genuine concern for the
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wellbeing of their female sexual partners and were powerfully motivated towards adopting
safer sexual behaviour.
It is worth noting, because this has been a problem in education messages, chat most men and
women regard vaginal intercourse as a low risk practice in relation to H-IV transmission.
However, that really denies what is happening in Africa, where whole communities and
populations, and certainly whole families, are being devastated by AIDS. I suppose we
could say that AIDS in Australian and similar communities is an illness that affects
individuals but in Africa it is an illness that devastates families and whole communities.

I want to take this opportunity to remind members about World AIDS Day and also of the
Government's continuing commitment in the Budget to the prevention of and education
about AIDS. This issue has been tackled not only in our State, but also internationally. The
World Health Organisation has held many conferences and seminars on AIDS. I want to
take a short time to say in relation to the isolation that shocked us of people who are HIV
positive and in prison that I think almost all the Australian community will be celebrating the
fact that Nelson Mandela is tonight here in our country, but we must be mindful of the fact
that Mandela has been released into the same South Africa that he left. Blacks are not
integrated citizens in South Africa, and until those pillars of apartheid are dismantled it is
incumbent on us to maintain sanctions on exports, trade and, I believe very strongly, tourism.
The world has been touched by the dignity and grace of Nelson Mandela, a man who was
imprisoned for 27 years and who came out seemingly intact, whole and integrated.

We had brought to our notice last week the case of a woman who is a political prisoner in a
Grenadian gaol. Her name is Phyllis Coard and she was the Minister for Women's Rights in
Grenada when the United States invaded that tiny Caribbean island seven years ago. For five
and a half years Phyllis Coard has been in solitary confinement. She was arrested with 13 of
her Cabinet colleagues and three other people as political prisoners. She was the only
woman who was arrested and she is the only prisoner in Grenada to be held in solitary
confinement. Her 16 male co-appellants who were charged and sentenced to death are
allowed to converse with each other and with non-political prisoners. To draw attention to
her plight she has been on hunger strikes, and it was not until our own Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade wrote to the Grenadian Prime Minister in July that she was
allowed a visit in August from one of her children and her mother-in-law, which was the first
visit she had been allowed since February.

Phyllis Coard is in intolerable conditions in Richmond Hill Prison, Grenada. She has been
allowed to write only one letter a month, letters have been withheld from her, she has been
denied visitors for periods of up to six months, and she had had no prison visits from
February to September. Her youngest child is aged 10 and is denied visits to the prison at all
times. When she does have visitors, whether or not they include doctors and lawyers, she is
handcuffed at all times. The light in her cell is kept burning for 24 hours a day. She is
allowed to read, but not local newspapers, and she is denied every other occupation allowed
the other women prisoners. She spends 23 hours a day in her cell, with an hour's exercise
per day in isolation. She has been subjected to increasing harassment by the Commissioner
for Prisons, of both a personal and a sexual nature.

That could be any of us, if we had been parliamentarians in other countries or in other times.
I feel that, as parliamentarians, we have a duty to inform ourselves about chose people who
are held as political prisoners, no matter what party they are from, because I think we could
see ourselves in those positions. If any member would like to cake up the challenge that
every woman both here and int another place has taken up, to write to the Prime Minister of
Grenada and to our own Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, I would be happy to
give them information about Phyllis Coard's position. We miust be concerned, of course;,
with the charity which begins at home, but I think we must also put ourselves in the place of
other people at other times.

I want to congratulate the Minister for Health and the Health Department on the way. in
which they have handled the Budget. Particularly I want to congratulate them on the way in
which they have handled the prevention and education for people who are vulnerable to
HIVIAJDS, and I take this opportunity to remind all members again that 1 December is
World AIDS Day. It will be the third time it has been held, in conjunction with every
member country of the World Health Organisation, and it will be an activity in which every
member of Parliament can involve themselves.
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DR TURNBULL (Collie) [8.25 pmJ: Mr Deputy Speaker -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Just before I call the member for Collie, I draw the
attention of members to Standing Order No 64. If members are not aware what it is, it will
be self evident when they read it.

Dr TUR.NBULL: I want to deal with my contribution to the Budget debate in two sections.

First I want to discuss some of the matters the Minister for Health raised this afternoon. He
said that he was very concerned about the situation of health services in Western Australia
and that he would refer the problem to the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee. That statement by the Minister for Health accentuates the fact that he - and,
most likely, most of the members of the Cabinet of this Government - do not fully realise
exactly what the crisis in health care in Western Australia is all about.

Mr Ripper: The Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee would do a good job.
Dr TURN4BUtLL: Yes, and that comment from that backbench member of the Government
proves that the Government does not understand what the crisis is about. The Federal
Government does not understand either, and it has not understood since it had Drs Deeble
and Scotten, doctors of accounting, in charge of the original Medibank and Dr Blewent, a
doctor of accounting and economics, in charge of Medicare.

The crisis in health in Western Australia, and the crisis in health delivery throughout the
world, is not just about finances: It is about what we do when we have limited finance,
limited resources, limited personnel, and demands that are being driven from outside the
system. That is why directing the subject to the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee will not be of any value whatsoever; that is why the National Party is prepared to
accept the proposal that the Minister for Health finally accepted from the Leader of the
National Party, that an investigation by the Parliament into this matter must be by a Select
Commnittee.

In reading the Minister's speech made this afternoon I was not quite sure whether he was
limiting himself to country hospitals and services in the country, If he was, this will not be
of any use whatsoever either, because the problem in the country is related to the total health
delivery system in Western Australia. The health delivery system throughout the world, and
also in Western Australia and Australia, is a matter of rationing services. The Government is
elected by the people to collect taxes and disburse them to the best advantage of the citizens
of the country they are in. It is up to the Government to decide where those moneys are
distributed. There is a cake of a finite size, and the fact is that most Governments are now
saying that their citizens will not accept any greater cut of the cake going to health services.
As the Minister for Health said this afternoon, in both Western Australia and New South
Wales this year it will be 27 per cent. In the Federal Government last year it was only
17 per cent. The amount of finance Government comm-its to health services is limited and
the Government does the limiting.

All members know that rationing of health services is occurring in Western Australia, as it
does in all other States. We know that because our constituents tell us it is so. Our
constituents tell us that they are suffering because they have to wait for medical services on
long waiting lists. They often think that politicians can organise for them to jump the queue
and in some cases some politicians can organise that. Rationing of health services is taking
the form of first in, first served and is the most unjust and discriminatory way of providing
medical services; it is a denial of people's rights and a denial of social justice. It means that
those people who live nearest to hospitals have better access to medical services; that doctors
who know doctors in hospitals know how the system works and can make sure that their
patients are placed in a better position on the medical lists. It means that many people have
their name placed on the list just because they know somebody. It means that some doctors
who think that their patients may need treatment in six months time will put their names on
the list six months in advance. Rationing by first in, first served is an extremely unfair
method of providing hospital services.

There have been many other forms of rationing health services. One of the most famous was
the triage system developed by medical services in the army during the Crimean War at the
time of Florence Nightingale- Medical services were rationed to provide help to the greatest
number of people. This method of rationing is used during times of emergency, for example,
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after large accidents which involve many people or during war time. QUA LYS, that is,
quality adjusted Life years, is another method of rationing medical services. It means that
people over 60 years of age, or chose who lack any productive ability, or those who are born
with disabilities will not receive points in a point scoring system to justify their having an
operation or having access to medical services. That may include such things as being
provided with a ding costing $1 000. To many QUALYS is probably the most sinister of all
rationing systems. It will lead to population control by legalised euthanasia and will
discriminate against the elderly more than it will against any other group.

Another method of rationing health services proposed, particularly by bureaucrats, is
diagnostically related groupings, a method developed to cope with the high cost of
technology. This method uses a probability ratio indicating what the cost per unit item
served to a patient would be. If that service ends up costing more than the determined cost
the provider of that service does not get paid. Bureaucrats love this method of rationing
because they think it will provide a disincentive to doctors to order expensive items,
treatments or investigations. These examples of rationing of medical services have some
good points and they also have some weak points but they are fakrer than the current system
of first in, first served. This Government cannot claim to have implemented any socially
justifiable policy when queues at hospitals are determined by first in, first served. Both this
Government and the Federal Government have failed dismally to implement a fair system of
medical care and social justice in Australia.
We know that limits have to be placed on health care services provided by the public purse.
Most State governments are placing a ceiling on the money to be allocated to health services.
They are doing that in response to calls by the people who elect them. People will not stand
for more taxes. There must be a rational way of dealing with these problems and a better
way of dealing with the hospital crisis. It does not help if the Minister for Health says that
the Government will not cut programs and will not close hospitals and then there is a
proposal to close country hospitals. The Minister has said that all departments have been
given the task of finding ways of effecting savings and that they must not directly impact on
patient services. The Minister has also said that he gave this task to regional managers at
hospitals. It is all very well for the Minister to say that they are not doing their job and it is
all very well for the Premier to say that there will not be any closure of country hospitals.
The Government has said that the regional managers were responsible for coming up with
the idea of closing country hospitals.

Last year the theatres at Bunbury and Geraldton Hospitals were closed and the Government
said that it was not its idea. The Government said the administrators of the hospitals did it.
That is buck passing of the worst kind. The Minister and the Government cannot escape by
blaming their managers. This buck passing cannot go on any longer. Members of the
National Party have said that they are prepared to sit on a Select Committee to investigate the
problem. There are ways of adjusting the financial commitments to the program
management of the Health Department's budget. The greatest cost to health in Western
Australia is the Federal-State Medicare agreement. That agreement was set up by the
Federal Government and is a vote buying exercise. lr introduces new programs at the whim
of the Federal Government and demands that the State Goverrnent implement them. It
prom-ises to the people of Australia that they can have access at any time, in any hospital, in
any area of Westemn Australia to first class primary care and attention.

These promises are made by the Federal Government and must be implemented by the State
Government. The greatest cost to Western Australia in the health area is definitely the
Medicare Federal-State agreement. This is tied funding and the Premier has stated quite
publicly that she will ask the Federal Government to change its attitude towards the States.
The Federal Government ties funding to programs and then leaves them to the States to
implement. We know that the 0.05 blood alcohol level is tied to funding which is critical for
the maintenance of moad management in Western Australia. Western Australia is getting into
a lot of trouble because it is implementing a variation ont the 0.05 blood alcohol content level
plan. Western Australia and the other States have to say they wil no longer be subjected to
these tied funds. *The Medicare agreement is being renegotiated at the moment. The Labor
Governiment of this State must be very strong against the Federal Labor Government. It must
determine its position on the basis of reality. The reality is that the State cannot continue to
carry out the Federal Government's programs just to receive the money. The Federal
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Government is looking at privatisation in many areas which were once regarded as
absolutely fundamental to Labor philosophy. Why is the sacred cow of Medicare not being
targeted for privatisation? The reality is that the only way to deal with the financial aspects
of the health crisis is by a mix of public and private ftunding.
Another aspect to be dealt with is the readjustment of finiancing between the State and
Federal Governments in the pharmaceutical distribution between hospitals. At the moment
the State carries an enormous financial burden. I have been unable to establish that cost by
going through the Budget, but the burden is related to phanmaceuticals in hospitals. Of
course, people who are in hospital require the supply of medications; people leaving
hospitals will most likely require a supply of medication for perhaps three days until they can
collect it from the pharmacist, but there is no logical reason why the State should carry the
burden and supply pharmaceuticals for people who are in the clinic system or who have been
given a month's supply when they leave hospital. Why should the Federal Government not
carry the burden of pharmaceuticals? Let the Federal Government with its take of the cake
deal with that and not place the burden on the State Government. Public hospitals need not
have clinics for items which are not related to in-patient treatment in that hospital. I know
that teaching hospitals need clinics such as dermatology, podiatry, diabetic and
rheumatology, but in all other hospitals they are not necessary. We should look also at five
year agreements for the appointment of medical services. The review of medical services
will start in January next year. Many aspects of medical services which are supplied to the
hospitals could be directed toward Federal Government funding instead of State Government
funding. Those items deal with financial aspects and not with the principles of rationing the
equity of access to services.
In the problem of rationing, which I discussed earlier, the absolute fundamental item of
rationing must be that the patient has equity of access. For example, if there were a
replacement of knee clinic all people should be able to go to that clinic, as funding is being
provided from the public purse. The rationing must be determined on what services the
public purse will provide. A Select Committee of this Parliament would be able to introduce
this debate into Western Australia. I tried very hard this afternoon to describe to one of our
media persons in Parliament how unjust and unfair the present system of rationing is. It is
first in, first served. I tried to introduce the concept that other formrs of ensuring that people
have equity of access are possible. It is a very complex problem and it is up to all members
of the Parliament and all people who are involved in the provision of health services to
introduce this debate to the public of Western Australia and to come up with a rational plan
which will face reality. We must come up with a plan which can be implemented, not a
proposal to cut down on service availability in country towns just to save a certain number of
dollars. That is the most unjust method of rationing of services I have ever herd. The
Minister should be ashamed that he even let such a proposal come up. The proposals need
close scrutiny and unfortunately we will not be able to adjust many of them, but we may be
able to influence what will happen next year.

The second part of my speech will cover items of a different nature in the Budget. In the
country yesterday I went to see a person who is battling to save her business, a business
which is very important to a country town in my electorate. It provides a lot of services and
is a vital link between the producers and the markets. It has been on the edge of viability
now for many months. The woman who is responsible for the accounting is in a disastrous
situation. From a medical point of view, as a general practitioner I could see that this woman
is likely to have a nervous breakdown very soon. She is in the situation in which many small
business people and farmers in Western Australia find themselves today. They are facing the
inevitability of final financial collapse. They start off by not admitting defeat, and by
making an optimistic budget with unrealistic expectations of income. They have a budget in
which they still include things on which they would like to spend their money. Finally they
go into provisional liquidation and every cent they spend has to be monitored by the receiver.
The Labor Government is in the same situation as that woman. It has released a Budget
which is over optimistic and its estimated revenue is unrealistic. It has estimated that this
year's revenue will increase by four per cent on last year. With inflation at nine per cent it
means a total increase of 13 per cent and that is ludicrous. The member for Cottesloe said in
this House last week that the Governiment had not used that figure in many of its
calculations. It has done what the woman accountant in the failing small business in my
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town has done; that is, it has been optimistic in terms of its revenue. The Government cannot
eat its cake and have it too.
The Government continues to give an undertaking that it will fund certain programs, but we
know that it will not. It is nominating projects which we know will not be undertaken by the
end of this financial year. Several projects which were included in last year's and the
previous year's Budgets have not been included in this Budget; I refer to the TAPE workshop
at Collie and a building for the Collie community services office. It is proposed that the
community services office be located in the old Water Authority of Western Australia's
building which has been vacated by Water Authority employees who are now working at the
Bunbury Tower. I suppose that could be considered a reasonable omission from the Budget.
However, the omission of the TAFE workshop at Collie is a fundamental error in this
Government's judgment. The Government says it has a commitment to multi skifling and
training the work force, but where can the work force train?

Mr P.J. Smith: The position doesn't have anything to do with your commitment to the
SESDA Bill, does it?

Several members interjected.

Dr TURNBULL: That has nothing to do with the workshops in which they work. In the
Collie area the Worsley alumina refinery has an extensive multi skilling program and it needs
the Collie TAPE workshop to enable it to expand its program. The same applies to the
mining companies and the State Energy Commission which operate in the area.

From where will the operators for the new base load coal fired power station come? A
uinionist at Muja power house tells the interesting story that they will not have to worry about
workers for the new power station because all the workers at the old power station will go to
the new power station. If that is the case the workers will need more training because of the
antiquated A and B generators and the C and D generators. The Government is very
shortsighted in excluding the Collie TAFE workshop from the General Loan and Capital
Works Fund Estimates of Expenditure. Another item which does not appear in the General
Loan and Capital Works Fund is a new power station. Members have heard me speak about
that subject on a number of occasions and, before too long. I will certainly speak on the
subject again.
I have another example of desperate accounting on the pan of the Government and it is the
sort of desperate accounting which is occurring in small country towns and on farms at the
moment; that is, in respect of leasing. This Government is practising desperate accounting
by leasing the gas turbines at Pinjar. How on earth can the Governiment think it can supply
power at competitive prices when it is leasing gas turbines?

When a woman finds difficulty with her accounting, be it for a small business or for her
home, she raids the piggy bank. What has the Government done? This Government has
been raiding the piggy bank by increasing stamp duty in every way it possibly can. Do
members know that from I July this year stamp duty on vehicles has been levied at the
current listed book price of that vehicle? I am referring to the listed book prices used by new
and used car salesmen which gives the current listed price of vehicles. If a car salesman
wants to sell a person a used or new car at $500 less than the listed price the purchaser must
pay stamp duty on the listed price of the vehicle. To take another $30. $40, or even $15 from
a person buying a car for example is the lowest form of raiding the piggy bank. It shows
how desperate the Government is to raise a few more cents. Last week in this Parliament I
gave an example of the retrospective stamp duty on an original overdraft when it is
increased ' I will hot go into those details now, but the Farmers Federation of WA has a
similar example to the one I gave to the House. When a person renegotiates the finances
extended to him he must pay the difference between the stamp duty previously applied and
that which is applied now. It may total $180, $260 or $500, but it shows that the
Government is desperate to raid the piggy bank.

I have an example of the Government's raiding the tea caddy money, and I refer to royalties.
As members have heard me say before in this House, the Government has increased the
royalties on coal used for power generation in Western Australia. What is the Government
trying to do? Is it trying to keep down the cost of electricity? That is what it is supposed to
be doing; it is supposed to be trying to create a situation in which no family in Western
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Australia will be disadvantaged by increases in electricity charges. If the Government
increases the price of coal by 50 per torne to $2.16 electricity charges will increase next
year. It is a most malgical way in which to deal with the accounts of this State.

I have seen some poor women trying to manage the farm or small business accounts by using
illogical accounting methods and that is exactly what this Government is doing. I will not
refer to this Government's paper shuffling deals in order to increase revenue because they are
never ending. As members are aware, one of the taxes which this Government has imposed
and which really worries me is the tobacco tax. Fancy not passing the Tobacco Bill in order
that the Government could keep the $5 million it would raise in the Treasury!

Several members interjected.

Mr Gordon Hml: That is not true and you know it.

Dr TURNBULL: Members opposite know that this Government would have had a deficit if
it had not received that $5 million.

Several members interjected.

Mr Gordon Hill: The rest of this is nonsense, but that is over the top.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ripper): Order!

Dr TURNBUJLL: Another fallacy relating to the management of people in bad times is to
neglect maintenance. Fortunately, in Collie, due to the strong representations of the regional
manager of the education section, there will be a redevelopment of one school which has
been needed for a long time. However, every other school in my electorate, and every other
school in Western Australia, will have no maintenance done apart from that declared
essential under the health and safety Act. No other maintenance will be done until after
30 June next year. It may not even be done then. This is desperate accounting, the sort of
thing the fanner does when his header breaks down and he cannot afford a new part - he
wires it up and keeps going. It is the same when the gutter starts to fall off the school and a
boy or the manual arts teacher is sent up to put a piece of wire around it to hold it up for a bit
longer. To neglect maintenance and allow the running down of the capital stock of Western
Australia is another reprehensible way of trying to make the books balance.

I turn now to the plight of PAYE single income families. This is related to the community
services budget. Ever since 1983 Government policies, both Federal and State, have
discriminated against single income families, particularly PAYE families consisting of a
husband and wife where one member of the partnership stays at home. That is difficult to
do. As the member for Mandurab said today, I have been a supporter of income splitting for
single income families since 1983. I spoke on this subject during the Address-in-Reply
debate a few months ago. There is nothing crueler to the average, ordinary Australian family
than these policies which are actively working against the single income family. I say to this
Labor Government, and to the Opposition, that unless something is done about the family
structure in our society we will become a sad nation.

Finally, in relation to the health issues raised, it is this Government which limits finances, so
it must be the Government which determines the limitation of health services. The
Government must be responsible for the system of health rationing. The National Party will
assist the Government on a Select Committee as long as it has full community input relating
to all aspects of the health crisis in Western Australia. That Select Committee should help to
determine how a limnitation of services will be implemented. Ultimately, that is a
Government responsibility because it determines financial parameters. It must not pass the
buck to doctors, nurses or bureaucrats. If this State Government, along with the Federal
Government, will look at changes in financial structures such as those proposed by the
National Party and the Liberal Party federally, which would result in a mixture of public and
private funding, there will be a sharing of responsibility in determining financial parameters
and that sharing would be between the public sector and the private sector.

MR P.J. SMITH (Bunbury) [9.04 pm]: When introducing the Budget on 27 September
the Premier said that Western Australia has enormous potential and that the Government is
determined to build on our fundamental strengths in agriculture and mining, and that the
outcome will be a healthier and more diverse economy with the prospect of sustainable
growth. That could quite easily describe the south west. Hunbury is fortunate to be the
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regional centre of a strung economic area and a productive region. Despite problems in other
agricultural areas, particularly those involved with wheat and sheep, the south west has the
products and infrastructure to ride out this recession.

A recent copy of the South Western Times of Tuesday, 16 October, under the headline,
"Bunbury set to ride out recession", states -

Agriculture in the surrounding shires is dominated by dairy and beef industries where
prices are stable.

Alcoa's Wagenip refinery expansion is set to provide an average 400 jobs for
2.1/2 years. Employment will peak at 850 jobs.

Worsley Alumidna is expected to announce a $500 million expansion that would
provide a peak of 800 jobs during construction and a permanent work force of 130.
Sizable commnitments to the area were also made in the State Budget towards
Education Department capital works and Main Roads Department dual carriage way
constructions.

It goes on to quote various people and to give reasons why the south west is likely to ride out
the present downturn.

Mr Qmnodei: There are a significant number of sheep farmers in the south west region and
also a number of timber mills on the point of collapse.

Mr P.J. SMITH: There are, indeed, a number of sheep farmers. I am await that quite a few
small businesses have similar problems because when the downturn hits things like the
catering industry, restaurants and so on are affected. We are fortunate that we have more
than just sheep in the south west.

Mr Omodei: The mining industry is certainly buoyant.

Mr P.J. SMITH: It is buoyant, and we hope it continues to be buoyant. Bunbuiy is lucky
because it is the regional centre. The State Government, in particular, put money into what
was originally the Bunbury 2000 concept in the south west to ensure the region had the
facilities to continue. Although this State Budget is not as generous as we would have liked,
it is a responsible one with a strong capital works allocation to keep the economy and
community facilities ticking over and a continuing Government commitment to
decentralisation.

I turn to the South West Development Authority, which has been the catalyst for building up
Bunbury and the south west with input and feedback from the comrmrunity telling the
Government exactly what was needed. I will mention some of the things that have come into
Bunbury, in particular, as chat is my electorate, as a result of Government initiatives over the
years. One of the major developments was the clearing of the railway yard from the centre
of Bunbury. That required a capital comimitment which left us with a fine town square. A
bus service has been introduced which has been of assistance to the young and elderly.
Although it is subsidised heavily it is not as heavily subsidised as the metropolitan service.

Mr Blaikie: The Bunbury Transit Service provides a transport service at a far cheaper cost
than the service Transperth provides.
Mr P.1. SMITH: It does. I forget the exact figure involved. Off the top of my head, it is,
about half, about $37 a head for the greater Bunbury area and $65 a head for the Perth
metropolitan area. That service has been a real asset to the people in Bunbury, particularly
those who cannot afford cars, and par ticularly now when the price of petrol is so high. it is
an advantage for people to be able to use that public service.

Another institution which was built wholly with State funds was the Bunbury Institute, which
will soon become part of the Edith Cowan University. It has faculties of education, nursing,
arts, fine arts, business studies, and many other courses cant be taken at first year level at that
fine institution. One of the main advantages of the institute is that children who live in the
south west can stay at home and study; they do not have to go away to the metropolitan area
in order to continue their tertiary education. This will result in lower costs for their families.
As we have heard tonight, several members have mentioned the costs to famuilies of children
who must leave home to study or to work.
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There has been a build up of child care centres to help those working families in need of
them. There have also been three family centres established which enables local people to
use these centres to their advantage and to meet their needs. There has been a build up of
services to the elderly and assistance to the senior citizens, Silver Chain, and Hunbury
Elderly and Disabled Services etc. It includes such things as emergency alarms. Services for
the elderly have certainly been greatly improved.

All schools in Bunbury have been upgraded, and a new high school has been built at
Australind. In addition, money has been put aside for a regional arts centre, and now the
regional theatre has been opened. It is a very fine theatre indeed, and despite what the critics
said about it - that it has 800 seats which would never be filled - I think it has been playing to
full or nearly full houses ever since it opened.

Mr Blaikie: I see you call it the Bunbury regional theatre.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I know that some people in Bunbury do not.

Mr Blaikie: That is disappointing.

Mr P.J. SMI: I agree with the member for Vasse on that. I do not know why the change
was made. I think it is now called the Bunbuiy Concert Hall. I still call it the Bunbury
regional theatre because it started out as a theatre for the region, and the region supported it.
I was there the other night to see a very fine performance of The Merry Widow. I was mixing
with the crowd during the interval, and I would say a large proportion of the people came
from well outside Bunbury. I was speaking to some friends from Margaret River and others
from Bridgetown.

Mr Blaikie: It is the same with the Bunbury Regional Hospital; it is the hospital for the
whole region.

Mr P.J. SMITH: We have many regional facilities in Bunbury put there for the region. It
was a great effort by the community; the people raised the huge amount of money needed for
it. I was very pleased with the Government's support of $1.8 million, and a loan of
$2.5 million to help to get that building up and operating.

Mr Blailde: Ross Ranson was one of the fundraisers for that.

Mr P.J. SMITH: Yes; I could name and congratulate the whole team. It was done in a very
professional manner. They hire professional people to do the fundraising.
Mr Blailde: It was a credit to the community.

Mr P.J. SMITH: Yes, and the business community too. The business community got right
behind it, and the service clubs. They committed large amounts of money. I believe the
Lions Club, for instance, has committed something like $20 000 a year over three years.
They need special fundraising events to raise that sont of money.

Mr Bradshaw: And some private individuals.

Mr P.J. SMITH: Of course there have been those with MLA or MLC after their names as
well. It has been a community effort. It is something of which we in the south west can be
proud.

I must mention the harbour city development, which is well progressed. It is a development
steered by the South West Development Authority. I was very pleased to hear that the
Minister said that the South West Development Authority should now concentrate on
economics and resource development. In these times of a downturn in the economy, projects
of social community development have a high priority. It is not much good having these
projects for people if they do not have jobs or income in the first place. I am pleased that
social community development will continue as a major part of the South West Development
Authority's brief.

The sum of $1 million has been allocated to the harbour city development this year. That
will involve demolishing the big silos at the beginning of next year and tests will be
continued on the small silos to see if they can be retained and redeveloped, perhaps as a
regional museum. A start will be made on the boat harbour with the rubble from those silos.
Part of the money will go to upgrade the north shore area, particularly around the dolphin
trust area, which has become very popular with tourists. The facilities there are not up to
standard, and that money should help the dolphin mrust.
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The Bunbury Port Authority has allocated $4.5 million towards dredging B and C berths.
This will be a big boost to the area. The work is designed to get ready for increased trade,
particularly with the development of alumina refining. Ic will mean more imports and
exports. The development of mineral sands on the south coast at Jangardup and Beenup will
see extra mineral sands coming in. They may even be exported from the inner harbour.

I hope that that expansion will not affect a very fine old homestead? the Leschenault
Homestead, the original Clifton cottages and the Clifton house, which was built later. The
Leschenault Homestead preservation group has fought for years for these buildings to be
preserved, and I hope that the area will not be under too much stress as a result of extensions
to the harbour and the great amount of fill which will be carried around these buildings.

An amount of $1.8 million will be spent on the Bunbury Regional Hospital. Pant of that will
be for repairs and so forth, but planning for the redevelopment and rebuilding of the hospital
will commence. The sum of $177 600 is provided for repairs and maintenance, and $80 000
to finish the upgrading and air conditioning of the Forest Lodge. There has been a long term
problem for the elderly and disabled people living at that lodge. The conditions there have
been intolerable for years, particularly in the heat of the summer. There is air-conditioning
in the main eating area, but in the rooms themselves it was quite hot and humid; very
uncomfortable.

The sum of $800 000 will go towards planning. I hope a decision will be made by the end of
the year on whether to buy a block of land on which ro build a complete new hospital, or to
redevelop the present buildings on the site. I acknowledge the work of a small group of
mothers with asthmatic children, led by Mrs Pat Ciatso, who had a lot of input into the
redevelopment of the children's ward. That ward is drastically overcrowded. Whenever
there is an outbreak of a disease such as flu, which particularly affects children with weak
lungs, the ward becomes overcrowded. This group has been supported by the Bunbury
community group, which has taken on this project, and I am sure its input will be quite
valuable.

The psychiatric services have been moved from the hospital and I hope they will be
re-integrated once the hospital has been redeveloped. This unit is in need of far better
premises than it has at the moment.

I turn now to the facilities at the South Bunbury Health Centre, and in particular to the
Alzheinmer's Disease and Related Disorders Association which until the beginning of this
year ran a day care system for people with die disease who still possessed mobility and had
not lost all their faculties. I was very upset that the day care system was curtailed. The
people in possession of the relevant data have been pushing for improved services, which are
still nowhere in sight. A real need exists in Bunbury for improved services for the care of
people with Alzheimer's disease and dementia.

Recently I received more facts from one of the strongest advocates for these people, Mr Ford
Campbell, who analyses the geriatric assessment tenm's figures. He discovered that some
52 Alzheimer's disease sufferers are scattered throughout nursing homes and hostels in the
Bunbury area; that is, about 22 per cent of total patient numbers. He maintains that at least
another 50 people in mild stages need help and an upgrading of services. Not only is help
needed for the people with the disease but also for the caregivers. St Vincent's Hospital is
very keen to receive a grant from the Federal Government's allocation to add a hostel unit to
the hospital. The Catholic Church is supporting that action. That will at least provide a
reasonable size facility for people needing more intensive care in a hostel atmosphere.

The problem is that when Alzheimner's disease sufferers lose their memnoriescomipletely'they
are often very fit and able but operate in what we would call an irrational way in their
wanderings; they need almost constant care. One could almost say they need intensive care,
provided by a nursing home but because they are mobile and not in need of medical help
they are placed in hostels. That presents a problem because their care requires supervision
almost on a one to one basis.

I was pleased to see that the Newton Moore Senior High School received an allocation of
$750 000 over two years for planning and building. Some sections were nomninated for
extensions - a science area, and an extension to the administration building. But the
priorities of the school seem to be more along the lines of business education, and a
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performing arts and music centre. Those two items alone would take the whole of that
$750 000. The Minister for Education visited the school with the member for Mitchell.
David Smith, and me on Friday. He discussed the matter with both teachers and parents. I
hope that the Minister will allow the teachers and parents to decide the priorities and to work
with the Building Management Authority in order to receive value for those funds in the way
the parents wish rather than our imposing our priorities on them.

I am pleased to see the changes to the maths curriculum. The changes to the maths 2 and
3 curriculums are long overdue. I speak as a parent of two students, one of which is highly
talented in maths and one not so talented. Both students undertook maths 2 and 3 and both
found when they reached university that they did not need that level of maths. For many
years I have been worried that we push, in the pursuit of excellence, those students who
cannot cope with maths 2 and 3 only to find that they fail to enter university. That happened
to my eldest son. He could not enter university because of his maths results. He got into
WAIT, and fought his way to university eventually and did pretty well. To illustrate that he
did not need maths 2 and 3, he finished up gaining honours in Asian history and is president
of the student guild. 1 am proud of himn. lHe had to battle, basically because he was forced
into the maths 2 and 3 curriculum.

The Minister should note that the maths teachers are anxious about the year 11I maths text
books for 1990-91. Teachers at Newton Moore have expressed concern because they need
those text books as soon as possible. I hope that the Minister will make sure that the books
arrive well before the end of this term.

The Miniister visited Cooinda Primary School in Bunbury with me. We did not visit Adam
Road Primnary School but both schools have similar problems. They were built as class 2
schools and basic facilities have improved in most similar schools over the years. Both
schools have since been reclassified to class I schools. However, many of the required
facilities have not been improved. Both schools need a larger staff room and deputies'
rooms. The Cooinda Primary School needs a wet area for art and craft. I was informed
when we visited Cooinda Primary School that the staff and parents offered the Minister a
solution which involved the supply of one transportable room plus a few thousand dollars
from minor works. I hope the Minister considers that request favourably because it could
overcome quickly the problems of the staff requirement for administration areas.

We also talked with the staff and parents of the Bunbury Central Primary School who are
concerned about the asbestos cement roofing at the school. I am pleased that the Budget has
an allocation of $1A4 million for the removal or treatment of asbestos cement sheeting,
whichever is necessary. The Bunbury Primary School has held many meetings over the
issue; I have attended as many meetings as possible. These days, most people in the
community are worried about the conflicting evidence presented regarding asbestos fibres.
People concerned with asbestos is basically say that it needs only one fibre of the right size to
enter the lungs and the disease sits like a time bomb ticking away.

I was interested in an article by Professor Ferguson. an expert on mesothelioma, who has
helped victims of the disease over the years. He undertook a study in Sydney on people who
had died with healthy lungs. The conclusion was that approximately one million fibres exist
in every gram of dried lung in the people of Sydney. Apparently our lungs are full of
asbestos fibres; they are everywhere because when we apply the brakes in our cars the brake
linings shoot the minute fibres into the air and have been doing so for decades. We breath in
those fibres. Apparently it is not the large visible fibres we should worry about. It is those
fibres of about five microns when concentrated in the air, such as those found in asbestos
mines - or where women have shaken out their husbands' clothing and where people pack
asbestos filling - which are the problem. Despite the negligible risk from school roofs the
parents with children attending the Bunbury Primary School are concerned that only one
fibre entering a child's lungs could condemn that child to this terrible disease in the future.
These parents ask the Minister to decide whether the roofs will be sealed or replaced, or
whether they can do that themselves. They wish to know what is the priority for this work.
We are aware of two level 4 roofs at the school which should be sealed and the parents want
to know where those roofs stand on the priority list. At a meeting on Monday night I was
pleased that the parents took the responsible attitude not to remove children from the school.
They will wait until 25 Febmuary 1991 when school resumnes to decide whether to do that.
They hope that by that time a decision will have been made regarding treatment priorities. I

6474



[Tuesday, 23 October 1990] 67

direct my remarks to the Ministers concerned, whether with responsibility for the 8BMA or
education or both. About 300 schools in this State have asbestos cement roofs in varying
conditions. I urge the Minister to ensure tests are completed before Christmas. If roofs are
to be removed or sealed the time to do that is during the summer break. With the removal of
roofs the danger relates to the dust fibres, so it would be best to carry out such works before
students return to school.
I was very pleased to see the allocation of $100 000 to the child care extensions at TAPE.
Funds need to be allocated to assist the Bunbury TAFE college in the library and science
areas, both of which are way below the standard of similar facilities in the metropolitan area.
I hope that something can be done for Bunbury TAPE very soon.,
A large allocation of $5.1 million has been made for the decommissioning of the SCM
pipeline and the rehabilitation of the acid ponds on the Leschenault Peninsula. The
Leschenault Wnet Management Authority is keen to find out what people think about keeping
the trestle - the bridge structure which is close to three kilometres long - and the causeway
area which has a landfill of about one kilometre. Personally I would like to see the trestle
retained and upgraded. It would cost roughly the same to remove it as it would to retain,
although retention would incur maintenance costs estimated ax $30 000 a year. The people of
Bunbury, Eaton and Australind, and tourists, could walk over to the peninsula, which will
have limited vehicle access similar to Rorrnest Island. Cyclists will have a nice loop up
along the Estuary Drive near Australind across Buffalo Road and then down through the
peninsula coming back across the bridgeworks. there. Of course, they can also go around the
other way if they like. I look forward to hearing what the public think. From the feedback I
have, like everything, opinion is 50-50.
The Bunbury prison is to be upgraded and will be a major capital works in the area. A total
of $14.8 million will be spent on the upgrading, with $4 million to be spent on planning and
the commencement of the building program. It will have 60 beds and along with increased
perimeter fence security will be upgraded to a maximum security prison.

Mr Blaikie: With the five star Lord Forrest Hotel and the new Bunbury prison, Bunbury can
cater for all tastes.

Mr P.J. SMITH: From one end of the spectrum to the other. I am interested in two other
areas. I notice that the south west heritage taskforce has reported on the heritage sites and
buildings in the south west. The National Trust of Australia (WA) will look at the findings
of the South West Development Authority and work with it to make an assessment of each
item. I arm very pleased that the National Trust will be involved because it has a lot of
expertise. It was involved with assessing the old Swan Brewery site and although I have not
had it officially it appears that its fate is sealed, which I think is a pity because -

Mr Lewis: Did you say its fate is sealed?

Mr P.J. SMITH: IfI believe the newspapers it is.

Mr Lewis: Are you saying that the Govemnment will pull it down and make it pay?

Mr P.J. SMITH: If I read the papers correctly it will not have a future.

Mr Lewis: Excellent. I think you have made an outstanding announcement on behalf of the
Government.

Mr P1J SMITH: I have not made that announcement. I am saying that is what I read in the
newspapers. Members know that one has to believe the media; everything they say is
absolutely truthful!

Mr Lewis: You have our support.

Mr Pearce: The Government has not yet received the report of the Aboriginal cultural
materials committee.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Nix Ripper): Order! While I find this debate interesting the
member for Bunbury has the floor.

Mr PJ. SMITH: I am assuming that the report will be presented in such a way that the
building will have to come down. I think that is a pity. It is a significant building of our
industrial heritage and we cannot afford to lose any more heritage buildings. We have lost so
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much of our heritage - of all sorts. I am aware that it is a significant site for the Aboriginal
people.
An Opposition member: Your Government pulled down the old stables.

Mr P.1. SMITH: Members may recall that the stables burnt down, and whether that was
accidental I do not know, but whatever was the case for pulling it dawn the remaining
building is significant. I do not want to go into the matter as everyone knows the arguments
for and against.

Mr Lewis: It is a hotchpotch.

Mr P.1. SMITH: Irrespective of whether it is a hotchpotch if the final design had been
constructed it would have been a significant building for Western Australia. We cannot
afford to lose our heritage.

Mr Lewis: I will quote this back to you.

Mr P.1. SMNliI: The member can quote me all he likes, but I have taken a general stance on
our heritage, which includes art deco buildings. I am not happy about the amount of art deco
that is coming down at the moment.

Mr Lewis: Are you a supporter of art deco?

Mr FlJ. SMITH: I am. We cannot afford to knock down the architectural heritage of this
State. I do not agree with the argument that when a building is 50 years old we should knock
it down and put up something new. Some of it - a good proportion - must be preserved.
Bunbury has many art deco buildings. The first art deco theatre built in the State was in
Bunbury, although it was convented from a Victorian theatre. I am aware that the old Swan
Brewery site is significant to Aboriginals and I am aware of the significance of the brewery
building. I want to remidnd members of the original reason that the Government purchased
the brewery. Mr Goldberg acquired the site and wanted to build flats, so the Governiment
purchased the site. A good reason for pulling the building down was that the road has a
dangerous curve. If the building comes down we must go back to the original argument; the
road is the anomaly and it should not be there, but it cannot be shifted. We should straighten
out the road, put in a more gentle curve, and we would not have any problem with the
Aboriginal people because the road would run over landfill. The whole area could be nicely
cleared and there could be a little park on the sacred site.

Mlr Clarko: Knock down that ugly building.

Mr P.T SMITH: The member for Marmion is a little bit late arriving to join in.

I have spoken previously on the subject of voluntary euthanasia and many people support me
on this pressing social problem. I am constantly upset when I go to old people's homes, and
in particular nursing homes, to visit people I have known for years who are in a state of
decrepitude. Their bodies are rotting but their brains are stirn alive. All they say to me is,
"Can you find someone to kill me? Can you kill me? Can you put me out of my misery? I
want to die." My wife's grandfather - with the very famous name of Scaddan - rotted away
and bled to death. In the last two weeks of his life he said to me, 'Is there some way that I
can die? Can't you kill me?" I am not advocating that we selectively decide who should die.
I am talking about a living will, about a voluntary way of people being able to be put out of
their misery. We do not treat animals like that. When an animal is sick and dying we put it
out of its misery.

Mr Clarko: Who will make that decision?

Mr P.3. SMITrH: The dying person will make that decision. I want people in that position to
be able to make that decision for themselves. I know of people who have made a living will.
Irene Greenwood, who was part of the WA Voluntary Euthanasia Society, said, "Don't let
them do that to me." She is presently rotting in a nursing home without a mind and is
suffering all the things that she asked not to happen. It is a social problem we should all
address. It is about time we did something about the way we torture people who are sick,
injured or terminally ill.

Mr Clarko:- A woman came into my office and told me that a year ago she wanted to die.
She asked her friends and relatives to put her out of her misery, but nobody took any notice
of her. Today she is glad they did not.
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Mr P.J. SMITH: That is one case, but people with terminal illnesses will die. If I were in
that situation I would hope that someone would kill me. I would be in such pain I would
want to die and the mere fact that by some miracle I might recover later would not concern
me.

MR BRADSHAW (Wellington) J9.40 pm]: Earlier today I spoke in the debate on the
Government's proposal to close country hospitals over the Christmas period. [said that this
Government has put approximately $3 million - I cannot remember the exact amount - into a
trust account to encourage doctors to go to rural areas. The department of general practice at
the University of Western Australia is also trying to implement Dr Max Kamien's report,
which recommends that doctors be encouraged to go to rural areas; and the Governiment is
trying to close down country hospitals for four weeks over the Christmas period! Doctors
who are considering going to rural area will now think twice.

Services in many country hospitals already have been curtailed. Obstetrics departments no
longer operate at many country hospitals and surgery has also been cut back for various
reasons. Now the Government wants to close down the hospitals. That is abysmal. On the
one hand people are trying to implement the Kamien recommendations to attract doctors to
rural areas and, on the other hand, the Minister for Health is white-anting that process by
closing down hospitals.

This year's Budget is obviously feeling the effect of the mismanagement of this State over
the last seven years. In the Supplement to the Capital Works Estimates, the Treasurer said -

If this payment is excluded, -

That is, the $55 million bill line facility with the ANZ Banking Group Ltd -

- then the outturn for 1989-90 of $1 387.9 million compares with planned expenditure
of $1 387.8 million in 1990-91.

Those figures roughly equate. However, in the previous year, approximately $200 million of
capital works money was not spent. I want to know whether the Government will pull the
same trick this year and pretend that it will spend money when, in next year's Budget, we
will find a heap of money chat has not been spend on capital works. It is a neat trick to put
items in the Budget indicating that the Government will do this or that and then, for one
reason or another, pull back.

The Treasurer said in the same document -

The under expenditure for 1989-90 was largely due to projects and programs not
proceeding as quickly as expected when the budget was framed and this can arise for
a variety of reasons. In part, it also reflected the Government's responsible decision
to review the program when the Commonwealth signalled its intention during
198 9-90.

The Government is certainly going to find itself in a similar position this year, not because of
the Federal Government, but because, as the Treasurer has indicated, there will be
four per cent increase in productivity in Western Australia despite what the pundits say about
that not occurring. We will see a winding back in capital works expenditure. The estimate
of expenditure totals $1 387 billion but that amount will be cut back by $200 million or
$300 million because there will have to be cutbacks in areas of shortfalls.

I was pleased to see that the Federal Government has decided to cut back Loan Council
borrowings. It is time we got over the idea of borrowing to get ourselves out of trouble
because the amount owed by the peop le of Western Australia is. increasig all the time. This
State and country -are wealthy and we do not have to continue borrowing. A recent
newspaper article indicated that Australia currently owes $9.1 billion or $5 000 for every
man, woman and child in Australia. I cannot remember the amount we are paying in interest
on that money but it is quite considerable-

Mr Pearce: What was the amount of debt per Western Australian voter when your former
Liberal Government took on the debt burden of the North West Shelf gas pipeline?

Mr BRADSHAW: I would not have a clue.

Mr Pearce: It was higher than it is now,.
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Mr Gordon Hrnl: What was die debt burden of the Government at the time of responsible
Government in 1890? It was higher again.

Mr Pearce: We have improved on John Forrest and we have improved on Charlie Court.

Mr Gordon Kill: The debt in 1890 totalled $13 billion in equivalent terms.

Mr BRADSHAW: It is horses for courses. It is vety hard to compare 1890 with today
because it was a new State with very little productivity.

Dr Watson: What about the 1982 figures?

Mr BRADSH1-AW: The Leader of the House will have to give me those figures again.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think this discussion has got out of hand.

Mr B3RADSKAW: The Loan Council has indicated that that figure has to be cut back. I
support that. It is important that we get away from this continual borrowing because our debt
burden is increasing, even though Government members are trying to indicate that it is
decreasing. I do not think it is.

Mr Strickland: Our income base is shrinking.

Mr BRADSKAW: That is right.

The Health budget has grown by $80 million in this year's Budget but it is not keeping up
with inflation. Not only chat, but the health system is now public. When Stare legislation
was introduced in 1983 to supplement the introduction of Medicare in 1984, the Minister for
Health at that time, Mr Hodge, indicated that there would be very little impact on the public
health system through Medicare. That was a joke because everybody was put into the public
health system. lHe said that if there was an impact and a greater demand for public health
services, the Federal Government would provide adequate funding to cover it. That has been
proved wrong because the funding from the Federal Government has declined every year
since.

It is a pity that many thing in my electorate have been ignored in the State Budget. The
Harvey Agricultural Senior High School recreation hall and assembly area has been
two-fifths completed. That is stupid. Apparently, five years ago the Government said that it
would construct two-fifths of recreation halls in schools around the State in an attempt to
please everybody. It has not achieved anything because it is rather stupid to construct
two-fifths of the whole building, and it is a monument to mismanagement that has existed for
Five years now at that school.

Mrs Beggs: It was probably provided on a dollar for dollar basis.
Mr BRADSHAW- No, it was normal Government funding, It was planned to be built over a
period. There are no excuses for the Harvey Agricultural Senior High School's having
missed out on an assembly area.

It is interesting to note that in this years Budget the Harvey Agricultural Senior High School
has been allocated $350 000 for a new dormitory, the total cost of which will be $900 00.
Representatives from the P and C association and the school met the Minister earlier this
year and indicated their priorities for work to be done at the school. Their first priority was
for the recreation hail and assembly area to be completed, and the dormitory was given the
lowest priority. It is a pity that the Minister has not taken notice of those representatives who
are aware of what is most important to the school. The Government decided to allocate
funds to the third item on their priority list ahead of the first two. It is sad that no notice has
been taken of the people who live in and know the area.

At the Capel Primary School two temporary classrooms constructed 21 years ago are still in
use.

Mr Gordon Hill: If they are 21 years old, they were constructed by a Liberal Government.
The present Government has been in office for seven years which means those buildings
were used for 14 years under a Liberal Government.

Mr BRADSHAW: I am not saying the situation was any better under a Liberal Government.

Mr Gordon Hill: At least you are being evenhanded.

Mr BRADSHAW: Even so, 21 years is a long time for a temporary building to be in use.
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Those buildings are stinking hot in sumnmer and freezing cold in winter. There is no air-
conditioning in them, and it is a poor situation in this day and age. It is important that these
matters are rectified, although I realise that there are many demands in the educational area.
Mrs Beggs: I was in a temporary classroom at primary school for seven years and it has not
done me any bairn.
Mr BRADSHAW: That is debatable. Last week the Government indicated that when the
Casuarina Prison is opened and the inmates from Fremantle are transferred there, the prison
will be full. Each year the number of prisoners increases for one reason or another. It may
be that more people are committing crimes or that the Police Force is more efficient.
Perhaps it is a combination of both. The fact is that we are already looking for a new prison
site. I feel it is time the Government considered privatising prisons. It is a great opportunity
for the Government to consider getting private enterprise to select a site and build a new
prison. In the United States prisons have been built by private enterprise.
Mr Read: It has not been very successful.
Mr BRADSHAW: It depends on the ankiles one reads. I understand it has been very
successful. If it has not been successful, why is the number of prisons being built increasing?
Mr Read: Are you talking about successful in terms of cost? I am talking about
rehabilitation.

Mr BRADSHAW: It has been very successful in both areas. I will illustrate that point: In
1987, 34 prisons in America built by private enterprise were providing 10 000 prison beds.
That is the total number of prison beds in the whole of Australia. It appears to have been
successful because America now has more than 60 private facilities. Those facilities also
have systems under which they develop work ethics among the prisoners and create jobs. I
forget the number of people in that work force, but they are producing goods and are making
a profit. That profit contributes to the accommodation of the prisoners and provides some
restitution for the victims of the crimes committed by the prisoners.
In Australia one private prison is operating at Borallon in Queensland. I gather this
correctional centre is going well. Also two prisons are in the process of being constructed by
private enterprise in New South Wales. It is certainly the way to go, and consideration
should be given to this in Western Australia.
Mr Donovan: Are these prisons profitable operations?
Mr BR.ADSHAW: Only one has been built in Australia and I do not know whether that is
profitable.
Mr Donovan: What about the ones in America?
Mr BRADSHAW: The American ones are profitable compared with the alternative system
in that country. It seems that private enterprise can build the prisons much more cheaply.
Mr Donovan: Are you advocating a profit from crime situation?
Mr BRADSHAW: No, I am not advocating a profit from crime situation. That is a stupid
thing to say. However, if we can reduce the cost of keeping prisoners, that must be a good
thing. Not only should we investigate ways of reducing the cost of keeping prisoners in
gaols, but also we should compare a State system with a private system. If the Government
were able to save the funds presently being used for these facilities, those funds could be
used in other areas such as hospitals and schools.
Mr Donovan: If it is profitable, does it not at the very least set up an incentive for people to
see these sorts of institutions as potentially lucrative exercises for private capital to invest in?
Mr BRADSH-AW: Certainly money can be saved by the construction of private prisons. if it
currently costs $50 000 a year to keep a prisoner in prison, but that cost can be reduced to
$40 000 a year by the involvement of private enterprise, surely that is the smart way to go,
provided those prisoners get the proper rehabilitation.
Mr Read: That is in question.
Mr BRADSHAW: No it is not in question. From the article I have read it seems that the
prisons in America are very successful. One Government-owned prison in America was
having all sorts of trouble with prisoners who were not happy there. The prison was
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privatised and all of a sudden the attitude of the prisoners changed. Some of them are
actually suing the Stare as a result of their stay in the prison.
Mrs Beggs: They must have commritted white collar crimes if they were in privatised
prisons.
Mr HRADSHAW. That may have been the case. It was suggested that in that State prison
which had been privatised the attitude of the prisoners changed because they had been
unhappy with their conditions under the public system.
Mr Donovan: Are you saying that the prisoners preferred the private system?
Mr BRADSHAW: Yes. It was the same prison.
Mr Donovan: Because of the profit motive or because of better conditions?
Mr BRADSHIAW: Because of better conditions.
Mr Donovan: So are you saying to the House that the privatised prison system offers better
conditions for prisoners than the public system?
Mr BRADSHAW: I am not saying that. I am giving one example in America. I am not
saying that every prison in America is the same, and not every prison in Western Australia is
the same.
Mir Donovan: Is that an example of the most profitable or the least profitable of the
privatised prisons?

Mr BRADSHAW: I think the member is being quite stupid.

Mr Donovan: I am asking you because I want to understand the privatised model. Are you
saying that is an example of the most profitable or the least profitable of the privatised
systems?

Mr BRADSHAW: It is the better conditions in which the prisoners were living. I do not
know whether it was more profitable or less costly to run. All I am saying is that the
prisoners were much happier under the private system.
Mr Donovan: You would be aware that on your side of politics people are acutely aware of
the argument that prisons already - so they say - treat prisoners too comfortably, and you are
advancing an argument that a highly profitable privatised system would entrench that
comfort.

Mr BRADSHAW: I believe prisoners are there for a reason: To straighten them out. They
are incarcerated to deprive them of their privileges and their fr-eedom. However, they are
also there to be rehabilitated so that when they come out they can take a proper place in
society.
Ws Donovan: So you are saying that the prisoners in the example you quoted prefer the

private system to the public system?
Ms BRADSHAW: We could talk about all sorts of things when comparing the private
system with the public system. It was possibly not because the prison had just been
privatised but because the prisoners were getting decent food. The attitude of the prison
warders may not have been very nice under the public system, and it could have been that a
new group of prison officers was brought in, whether under the private or the public system,
and that their attitude was different. A range of factors could be considered, but I know that
under dhe old system, the prisoners were unhappy. Some of them were suing the State over
their treatment in the prison. Those things changed. That situation could arise in a private
prison because I am nut saying that privatisation is necessarily the complete answer. There is
good and bad in everything. I am saying that in Western Australia we should look at
privatising prisons so that we can compare them with the State-mun prisons and free-up the
money that would be spent on capital works to build prisons to either reduce taxation or to
build hospitals, etc.

Mrs Beggs: It is a very interesting concept that we can examine.
Mr Donovan: It would make an interesting Press release.
Mr BRADSHAW: I did not intend to put out a Press release.
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Mr Donovan: "Liberal member of Western Australian Parliament advocates private system
of prisons on the basis that it is more comfortable for prisoners"!

Mr BRADSHAW: I did not necessarily say it was more comfortable.

Mr Donovan: You did say the prisoners in the experimental studies preferred the private
system. I cannot think of any basis on which they would prefer it unless it was more
comfortable.

Mr BRADSHAW: I have explained it. I said the food was better, and that the attitude of the
prison officers may have been better.

Mr Donovan: That adds up to comfort.

Mr BRADSHAW: I guess so, but we have to treat people reasonably. In some cases prison
officers do not treat prisoners with due respect. Maybe some of them do not deserve due
respect because they probably treat the prison officers -

Mr Donovan: I do not know whether your constituents would support you.

Mr BRADSHAW: I am happy to confront them about this, matter. I have never visited
Canning Vale, but I am told it is quite comfortable. Prisoners have their own cells and all the
home comforts.

Mr Donovan interjected.

Mr BRADSHAW: They are there for a reason.

Mr Donovan: Exactly. We should not lose sight of that, and that is the point of my
interjection.

Mr BRADSHAW: I have been told that Fremantle prison is terrible. In fact, a fellow who
lives in Bunbury came out of Fremantle prison early this year or late last year, and I asked
him how he had found it. He said Fremantle was terrible, hut he did not mind the Bunbury
prison, which was much more amiable and had better conditions.

Mr Read: Less draconian.

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes.

I now turn to tree planting in Western Australia. The rural recession that is currently taking
place because of the down turn in wool, sheep and wheat prices will lead to a loss of
momentum for tree planting programs. Over the last few years farmers have become more
aware that trees have to be planted in the wheatbelt areas. Farmers have been planting tens
of thousands of trees on their farms, which costs money. That momentum needs to be
continued. In the old days we really raped the country, in all ignorance, by clearing the land.
Now much of our land is salt degraded and unproductive. It is very important that we
encourage farmers to plant trees and that we put more money into helping farmers,
particularly now when there is a huge rural recession. It does not appear that that situation
will improve in the near future. We should provide tree planting assistance, and I would not
mind if we adopted the system used in the 1930s depression, when unemployed people were
used to build the Harvey irrigation system. During the tree planting season in June and July
we should send out teams of unemployed people to plant trees in the wheatbeit areas or
wherever there is a need for large scale tree planting, and pay those people money to plant
trees instead of paying them unemployment benefits. That would be acceptable from an
environmental point of view; it would give unemployed people something to do; and it
would help them to achieve long term results for Australia. The Government should look at
this proposal. It would involve a reasonable amount of money, but the Federal Government
would cover the cost of their wages by not having to pay unemployment benefits.

Mr Donovan: So you basically support the Federal and State Governments' initiative to
planttrees?

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes. The Tree Trust program has failed. It was set up two years ago but
is still not in operation. Some money has been spent by the State Government in tree
planting exercises, although I do not think it has been a considerable amount. For example,
$150 000 was spent this year to plant trees in the Mandurah area. That is really chickenfeed
in a sense.

Mr Donovan: We could spend more, but the direction is right?
A7BI.1.3
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Mvr BRADSHAW: Yes. This year I have planted about 3 000 trees on my property, for
various reasons. It is very important that we plant more trees because even in the south west,
where I live, we lose trees every year for one reason or another - they blow over, or die. So
even in the south west where there is a high rainfall and a reasonable number of trees it
would not hurt to plant more trees on farm land, just as that is important also in the wheatbelt
areas. Any planting of trees is a step in the right direction. The Department of Conservation
and Land Management has encouraged a tree planting program ont private farms. Some
people I know in the business of contracting to the Government to plant trees were fairly
severely curtailed this year, probably as a result of the lack of funds. Although the
Government has been trying to plant more trees, that effort has tended to drop off this year,
and that has resulted in a bad state of affairs.

The Government has cut back the amount of funding for law and order. The Bunbury police
region, for example, has had its allocation cut back severely. This morning's The West
Australian carried an article indicating that law and order is a major problem; crime is on the
increase. At a time when there is more and more crime, more and more people are being
incarcerated, and that means that more people are committing crime. We should put more
into our Police Force and not cut it back. A couple of years ago the Government indicated it
would increase the Police Force by a thousand officers. I am not sure whether we have
reached anything near that. When we consider that the police dropped back to a 38 hour
week during that time, that adds up to less policemen on the beat. Although the police may
work a 40 hour week, at the end of the year they will have more holiday time, so the result is
that there are less police in the area.

Mr Donovan: Do you say the police should work more hours than they are at present?

Mr BRADSHAW: No, I amn not saying that. I am saying we should have more police.
Where it is possible to give them overtime, that is being curtailed. We have a lack of police
officers. There are not many areas where the officer in charge of the police station believes
he has sufficient manpower for his area. Last year the allocation was reduced from the year
before. Funding for police is going backwards in Western Australia, which means that there
will be fewer patrols and so on.

Mr Donovan: But we are on target with our police expansion program, are we not?

MrBRADSHAW: No, I do not think the Government is.

Mr Donovan: The intake evidence is that we are.

Mr BRADSHAW: Numbers are decreasing not only from the bottom but also from the top.
Policemen are leaving or retiring. I have had a question on notice for a couple of weeks and
I have not seen the answer. I have asked for the numbers of police officers for the last three
or four years to see whether the Government is keeping to its promise. I am under the
impression, from discussions with police officers, that it is not.

Mr Donovan: The police officers are saying to you that the Government is not keeping up
the numbers?

Mr BRADSHAW: They are saying, for a start, that the Government has not kept its promise
of an additional 1 000 officers over two years, or whatever it was.

Mr Donovan: Four years. They are saying to you that that is not happening?

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes.

Mr Donovan: That is interesting, because they are not saying that to the Minister. How do
you account for that?

Mr BRADSHAW: I have found that when one goes around to visit people they tend to be
nice and tell one what one wants to hear.
Mr Donovan: You are not suggesting that the police would tell you one thing and the
Minister another, are you?
Mr BRADSHAW: What they are saying to me is that the Government's promises are not
being met.
Mr Donovan: You are putting the Police Force into a very difficult position.

Mr BRADSHAW: No, I am not, because police officers might not be saying anything to the
Mlinister. They might not be saying that they are happy with the position, but they might not
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be saying that they are unhappy either. They are probably being neutral. I do not know what
they are saying to the Minister. The Minister does not tell me, "The sergeant down the road
said to me this or that," does he?

Mr Donovan: You do not know what they axe saying?

I-& BRADSHAW: I know what they are saying to me. They are saying to me that they do
not believe the Government is keeping its promise, and that they are understaffed.

Mr Donovan: On the other band you say you do not know what they are saying.

Mr BRADSHAW: I did not say that.

Mr Donovan: You said that 10 seconds ago.

Mr BRADSHAW: I said I do not know what they are saying to the Minister. That is what I
said.

Mr C.J. Barnett: At night there is one patrol car to cover all Osborne Park to West Perth
inclusive. That is clearly inadequate. There is a problem.

Mr Donovan: Where do you get that figure from? You are aware of the mobilisation of the
patrols now, are you not?

The DEPUITY SPEAKER: Order! This is a vexy interesting exchange, but the member for
Wellington has the floor.
Mr BRADSHAW: One of the other areas of concern is what has occurred over the last few
weeks with regard to the State Government Insurance Commission. Last Thursday the
Deputy Premier said that this Government would continue with its claims of being an honest
and an open Government of integrity by releasing the report presented to it by the Chairman
of the State Government Insurance Commission, Mr Wyvem Rees. It is incredible that
someone can be accused not only of telling untruths in "The 7.30 Report" -

Mr Donovan: Sorry; who was telling untruths?

Wr BRADSHAW: Mr Wyvern Rees.

Mr Donovan: Who said that?

Mr BRADSHAW: "The 7.30 Report" claimed it had documentary evidence to show that he
had been telling untruths about what was going on with the funds from the SOIC in doing
back to back deals with Spedley Holdings Lid and Rothwells Ltd, yet here the Government is
asking him for a report on himself. I have never heard anything more ridiculous than
someone who has been shown to be wrong, or telling untruths, being asked to write a report
on what he has been doing.

Mr Donovan: Haven't you midsunderstood what was requested?

Mr BRADSHAW: What was requested was a whitewash of the whole deal. That is what
was requested.

Mr Donovan: What was requested was Wyvern Rees' understanding of the nature, the
purpose and the number of investnent decisions since October 1987.
Mr BRADSHAW: That is what I mean. It was a whitewash of what would be expected by
the people of Western Australia. It was a little like what happened a few years ago with
regard to the elephant juice scandal. The Premier at that time popped up and said, "We will
have an investigation into racing in Western Australia." When the report came out - it was
the Quin report - we found the terms of reference had nothing to do with elephant juice.
Everyone in Western Australia believed that that inquiry was to relate to the use of elephant
juice and other drugs in the racing area.

Mr Donovan: Are you talking about the SOIC?

Mr BRADSHAW: I shall get back to the SGIC. This is a con job which the Government
pulled with regard to the terms of reference for Wyvem Rees to write his own report. "The
7.30 Report" came up with documentary evidence to show that untruths had been told about
whether the money had been put into Spedley 's for a back to back deal to help rescue
Rothwells.

Mr Donovan: What has that to do with elephant juice?
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Mr BRADSHAW: Because that too was a con job by the then Premier on the people of
Western Australia-

Mr Donovan: The elephant juice or the SGIC investigation?

Mr BRADSHAW: Both.

Mr Donovan: If you are going to come into this Parliament with a statement about the SGIC,
that is one thing.

Mr BRADSHAW: I was giving the House another example of how this Government is
trying to con the people of Western Australia. The member for Morley is a party to it.
Members opposite are all morally corrupt. The member is prepared to stand and tell untruths
here.

Mr Donovan: On the other hand, if you are going to come into this Parliament -

Mr BRADSHAW: AUl the member is doing is trying to protect the Government's own back.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I suggest the member for Wellington address his remarks
to the Chair. He should get back to the topic.

Mr BRADSHAW: This Government is morally guilty and corrupt. It is prepared to stand
and defend the indefensible. The SGIC has been caught out. Not only should Mr Wyvem
Rees be removed from the SOIC, but we should also look at those who have been a party to
bringing the SGIC to where it has finished up. There should be a thorough investigation into
the whole of the SGIC; all those people should be investigated. All we ever get is how
Mr Wyvemn Rees is to take the blame for it, yet he had a board which was a party to the
whole thing. The board was prepared to take notice of Ministers of the Crown who seem to
be involved. This board was set up as an independent corporation, yet now we find that its
members were influenced; they were told what to do, how to do it and when to do it. I think
it is quite disgraceful under those circumstances, yet the Deputy Prem-ier is prepared to stand
and try to defend the indefensible, I believe, with a report which obviously is a whitewash
job. It is a little like the Rothwells report by McCusker.

Mr Gordon Hill: Do you think that is a whitewash?

Mr BR.ADSHAW: Yes, the MeCusker report is an absolute whitewash.

Mr Donovan: Are you saying to this Parliament that Mr McCusker, QC, whitewashed the
Rothwelis inquiry?

Mr BRADSHAW: Let us look at the Rothwells report.

Mr Donovan: Hansard has recorded you, my friend.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is all right; I do not mind. The member for Morley should have a
look at the McCusker report.
Mr Donovan: You are on very dangerous ground.

Mr BRADSHAW: No, I am not. The McCusker report says in part -

The existence of that "hole" was the catalyst which caused the Government and Bond
to agree to purchase the "PICI interest" for a total of $400m. The price fixed for the
project was, essentially, decided upon by the buyers, and was contrived so as to be
sufficient both to buy out the hard core of non-performing debts, which were
understood to be in the vicinity of $300m-$400m, and to be sufficient to enable
Rothwells to discharge its liability to the NAB, of $150m, -

Mr Donovan: What are you quoting from?

Mr BRADSHAW: I am quoting from the Report of Inspector on a Special Investigation into
Rothwells Ltd Pursuant to Companies Code (WA), Part VII, Part I.
Mr Donovan: By whom?

Mr BRADSHAW: By Malcolm McCusker.

Mr Gordon Hill: And are you saying that is not right?

Mr BRADSHAW: That is right; that is what I am saying. But what did he say?

Mr Donovan: Then why are you saying he whitewashed it?

6484 [ASSEMOBLY)



[Tuesday, 23 Outober 1990] 48

Mr BRADSHAW: Because in his summing up he said there was no wrongdoing by the
Ministers.
Mr Donovan: Could you read again what you just quoted?
Mr BR.ADSHAW: I will not read it again - I do not have time.
Mr Donovan: If you read it again you will see the error of what you are saying.
Mr BRADSHRAW: It is interesting that the editorial of The West Australian newspaper dated
Wednesday, 24 October, headed "Dr Lawrence loses her way", begins -

Confidence in government can be achieved only if government is open and honest in
its activities.

Mr Donovan: Provided to you by your Whip to help you out of a jam.
Mr BRADSHAW: I was not in a jam and I will stand by what I said. The Rothwells report
was a whitewash.
Mr Donovan: You first of all say McCusker whitewashed the Rothwells report; then you
quote from MeCusker to support your argument. You cannot have it both ways.
Mr BRADSHAW; But what did McCusker say at the end of his report? He said there was
no wrongdoing by the Ministers.
Mr Donovan: But that is not what you quoted.
Mr BRADSHAW: [ am saying that McCusker said in his report that there was wrongdoing
and then, later on, he said there was no wrongdoing; and the Premier has been saying, "There
was no wrongdoing. Mr Malcolm McCusker, QC says so."
Mr Donovan: So, for the record, the member for Wellington is saying that Malcolm
McCusker, QC whitewashed the Rothwells inquiry. Is that on record?
Mr BRADSHAW: I believe that.
Mr Lewis: Everyone in Western Australia knows that the Rothwells report by McCusker is
soft on the Government.
Mr Donovan: That is not what your colleague is saying. He is saying that McCusker
whitewashed the inquiry. He is on the Hansard record as saying that and he will live to
regret that in the morning. He has just hanged your party - I hope he realises that.
Mr BRADSHAW: I have not, because that is believed by everybody in Western Australia -
not everybody, because members opposite have all got their blinkers on and will not believe
it.

Mr Donovan: Your leader stood in this place -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! At times I am not quite sure who is making the speech. I
think the member for Morley has made his point.
Mr BR.ADSHAW: Very poorly.
Mr Donovan: You have just hanged your leader, who stood in this place -

Mr BRA.DSHAW: He did not say it. How can I have hanged him when he has not said it?
Mr Donovan: Your leader stood in this place and said he had no quarrel with McCusker's
findings.
.Mr BRADSHAW: I cannot speak on behajf. of my leader but only on -my own, behalf.
according to the way I see it. We are individuals in this Parliament.
Mr Donovan: Your leader's only quarrel was with the terms of reference.
Mr Lewis: No, McCusker was soft on the Government. He omitted to investigate what he
should have investigated.
Mr Donovan: You have shot your party in the foot.
Mr BRADSHAW: No I have not. With regard to the SGIC, I was about to say that I am
tending to lose faith in these inquiries, and now we have the Deputy Premier saying all those
allegations will be shuffled off here and there. I do not have much faith that they will be
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investigated to the fullest. I believe it is time we had a full Royal Conirnission into what has
been going on in Western Australia since members opposite have come into Government.
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) (10125 pm]: I wish to speak about an issue which is
particularly important to my electorate of Maylands; that is, the issue of crime prevention
and community policing. With respect to that, I welcome the allocation in the Budget of
$4 million to this area. In recent months I have been sending out a questionnaire to various
parts of my electorate to find out the issues of greatest concern, and the issue which comes
back as number one nearly all the time is the whole issue of crime prevention. In fact, I am
hearing about the impact of petty crime and of breaking and entering, theft and burglary on
die people who live in my electorate, and about the upset to their privacy and the disruption
to their families which can follow. However, I am also seeing in the responses an increased
sophistication about what they see as the answers to the problem, and increasingly they are
saying that a strict law and order response is not necessarily the best response. Despite its
expense it does not necessarily always work, and the sorts of solutions they are calling for
are those which revolve more around local communities and allow them to have a greater say
and, ultimately, a greater responsibility. This is where community policing - and its
programs, such as Neighbourhood Watch - has had the greatest impact.

Very often people witness criminal activity but they do not know what to do once they have
witnessed such an event. In the past this has been because criminal activity is not always
recognised as such. Then, when it is recognised, often people are not sure about the correct
avenues to take to see the problem solved. In recent years the third part of that has been that
often people have witnessed criminal activity but have seen it as being of no concern to
them. One area where attitudes have changed is in the area of domestic violence. In the past
this was seen as a problem that belonged in families, and one where people outside who
witnessed it had no role; so in that area there has been a subtle change and people outside
families are now willing to recognise assaults like that as such.

In my electorate office last week I was surprised when a constituent came to use the
telephone to report having seen someone she thought had probably been attacked lying in a
laneway. The woman who reported the incident was an elderly lady who had felt fearful
about going to the aid of the person, who could have been unconscious. However, she knew
where the electorate office was and, even more importantly, she knew exactly the number to
ring to get urgent attent ion for that person. As well, in my electorate last week a woman who
was at home noticed a strange car pull into the driveway of the house next door. She noticed
that it drove in very quickly and that four men got out and rushed around to the back of the
house. Knowing that the people who lived there were at work, she immediately telephoned
the local police, who wrived and apprehended the offenders in the act of breaking into that
house. As a result, the police were able to solve 30 other robberies in the locality; so it was
the Neighbourhood Watch program which led to the apprehension of those offenders and the
resolution of 30 other crimes.

It is interesting - and I have seen this in the responses to my questionnaire - that people
generally believe that the crime which is on the increase is serious crime, whereas in fact that
is not true. Crimes which are increasing and probably having the greatest impact in suburbs
in my electorate are the less serious crimes such as vandalism and graffiti, and moving on to
more serious ones like breaking and entering and car theft. The general perception in the
community is that violent crimes are more likely to happen and more likely to have an
impact. So Neighbourhood Watch, in bringing information about this to the attention of
people, will correct that attitude problem.
I wish to comment on Neighbourhood Watch itself. It was started eight years ago, and
Western Australia was the first State to experiment with such a program. Neighbourhood
Watch had a slightly tentative start, but it has grown both in size and in success. Last year,
32 local authorities introduced the Neighbourhood Watch program which serviced a
population of 739 000 persons. The program was extended to rural areas, and Rural Watch
now operates in 58 commnunities. Probably the best aspect of Neighbourhood Watch is the
basic assumption that we can do something before a crime happens; that is, we can work
together in the community to prevent crime. Neighbourhood Watch is responsible for
helping to rebuild bonds in the community. It has started to rebuild a notion of
neighbourliness and neighbourhood. It is a forum which can bring together young and old
people to talk about issues of concern, and it provides a forum for people to express opinions
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on problems. Distinct advantages can be gained for people who participate in the
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. One major advantage is that it empowers people who are
involved; it convinces them that they can do something. At times, that would be at a
practical level, involving a program called "Operation Identification". The labelling of
household goods and valuables with, say, a driver's licence number, and placing a sign on
the front door or the letter box stating that has been done means that a house is visibly a
place where precautions have been taken. Spin-off's from Neighbourhood Watch occur for
the police. At this time in society the police are looking for a change in their role in the
community. In a sense the police are caught in a bind. On the one hand they are portrayed in
the American-type media as tough guys who drive around shooting people. On the other
hand, the perception is that of the friendly local British bobby who travels by bicycle.
Neither perception is very appropriate to Australia, nor to suburban Australia which I
represent. We need police officers who fail somewhere between those perceptions.

Another advantage of the Neighbourhood Watch program is that it allows people to think
trough and, to some extent, redefine their priorities. The program allows the police to
acknowledge that community policing is important. Community policing and
Neighbourhood Watch programs will also help to change some of the myths about crime and
violence. For instance, one myth is that people are likely to be assaulted by strangers; that
children are likely to be assaulted by strangers, and that crimes such as violent and sexual
assault are more likely to be commuitted by strangers. That is not true. Most violent crime is
perpetrated by someone known to the victim. As in most violent crimes, murder tends to be
committed where the victim is known to the person who commits the crime. Neighbourhood
Watch and the policing program have played an important role in changing attitudes. They
have an important role to play in highlighting the fact that at the moment housebreaking in
Western Australia represents a quarter of all crime committed. Housebreaking is essentially
a crime of opportunity. It is a crime where one house has to be easier than another to break
into, and where someone who is about to commit an offence notices that fact. To a large
extent, in my electorate, these crimes are occurring during the day when houses are nor
occupied. So Neighbourhood Watch says to people who are at home, in a sense, it is okay to
be a nosy neighbour. People need to start talking to each other again, and in a way they need
to adopt some of the mores of society in country towns rather than the suburbs; that is,
talking to neighbours and getting to know them; telling neighbours when one is going away,
or the hours when one will be at work. In my experience in my electorate people who have
taken an interest in other people are not being nosy but rather are concerned.

I have already outlined instances where Neighbourhood Watch has worked to solve crime. I
also wish to comment on the two main targets of the community policing program. The first
involves seniors who have a particular sense of vulnerability. They feel they are more likely
to be attacked in their home. I am very concerned about their general safety. In my
electorate I have been pleased with the response from community policing officers who are
more than happy to talk and provide literature and information which mostly is considered
straightforward. The other target of the policing program is the issue of safety for children.
We have all seen the Constable Care comics. Constable Care ties in with the Safe House
program and has had a great impact. I wish to comment on Constable Care and his portrayal
in the comics I have read. He is always portrayed as being tall with enormously broad
shoulders; he is good looking.

Mr Pearce: Is that why you keep reading those comics?

Dr EDWARDS: I read them in Parliament! Constable Care is usually accompanied by a
woman called Constable Clame, and she is plain. That. seems unfair. Constable Care is the
one who is always saving lives. He usually saves a good looking drowning lady or
resuscitates a lady who collapses in a shopping centre!

Dr Gallop: From your description of Constable Clare, I don't know that I would want her to
save me.

Dr EDWARDS: I expected a comment like that. I refer to the serious side of the matter.
With domestic violence and other crimes of violence it is known that a cycle of crime occurs
through families. It is thought that perhaps one factor is the impact that violent crime has on
children. Evidence suggests that girls in families where violence has occurred tend to be
more passive; boys tend to be more outgoing than the average boy or girl. An issue which I
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will refer to the Domestic Violence Coordinating Council is the portrayal of girls in comics.
If the emphasis could shift a little to show them being a little more assertive it would subtly
help another problem. It would possibly help Constable Clare as well!

An issue which touches on children is the bicycle identification program which will be
launched in my electorate next year. The theft of bicycles is a serious problem. Last year.
10 000 bicycles to the value of $2 million were stolen in Western Australia. One of the
greatest problem wit bicycle theft and recovery is that often bicycles cannot be identified
and therefore cannot be returned. Children would certainly be grateful if those bicycles were
returned; parents would be grateful as well, because stolen bicycles mean new bicycles. The
identification of bicycles program starting in my electorate next year will mean that children
who have identified their bicycles with the driver's licence number of their parents and so on
will have a better chance of recovering their bicycles when theft occurs.

The Neighbourhood Watch and community policing programs have resulted in a number of
spin-offs which I am beginning to witness in my electorate. One spin-off is the rethinking of
townscapes and landscapes. Many people who attend Neighbourhood Watch meetings talk
about planning their gardens, the entrances to their houses, for both privacy and some sort of
visibility from the road so that security is enhanced. That brings also a sense of
neighbourhood as people compare what they are doing, what works well in one situation, and
what has not worked so well. A couple of insurance companies have now moved to decrease
premiums to households which are participants in Neighbourhood Watch schemes.
Household insurance is particularly expensive, and this is an initiative which I welcome. A
community policing program also provides a forum by which people may put forward ideas.
An example of this in my electorate recently was that the police were asked to take their cars
on a different route from the main roads when refuelling. This is a beneficial move. I
suppose that I am in an advantageous position, being the member for Maylands with the
Police Academy in my electorate. However, the move for the police cars to use altemnative
routes increased the visibility of police cars in the area.

An issue which is not being addressed - I intend to correct this - is that of support of crime
victims. Victims of serious crime and a large scale violence usually have their problems met
because they come in touch with authorities which offer help. However, victims of lesser
crimes do not always receive that help. For example, in a case in my electorate an intruder
came in through a child's bedroom window and the child refused to sleep in that room for
three months; this upset the family home. As politicians, these problems are drawn to our
attention and we come to appreciate the smaller problems experienced by people in their
family lives. I am trying to expose the things which can be done for victims of small crime,
especially in regard to putting them in touch with services which they may not know about.
It is a matter of coordinating services to be provided in a more constructive maniner.

The Neighbourhood Watch scheme in my area has achieved some significant gains. This
applies particularly in the suburb of Ashfield which in the past has had a reputation for a high
incidence of crime and violence. However, the statistics from January to July 1990 indicate
that the crime rate has dropped in that area. In fact, it was dropping in the period prior to
that. The figures for December 1988 to April 1989 indicate that only 1.49 per cent of people
appearing before the courts were from the Ashifield district. That was a marked improvement
on previous statistics. The Neighbourhood Watch scheme in my area has led to a decrease in
theft, burglary and breaking and entering. This is a good example of the police and the
community working together for a common goal, which has been accentuated. Community
policing programs provide a unique opportunity for people to serve their communities. On
those grounds, I commend the Budget allocation of $4 million to those programs.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Strickland.

House adjourned at 10.43 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

CLEARING OF LALND - CATCHMENT AREAS, SOUTH COAST
Specific Management Clearing Plans

1278. Mr HOUSE toathe Minister for the Environment:

(1) Are specific management clearing plans being developed for each catchment
area on the south coast?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If yes, when will the results be made available?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The question should be directed to the Minister for Agriculture.

Regulation and management of clearing of natural vegetation is a matter for
the Minister for Agriculture and the Commissioner for Soil Conservation.

McCIJSKER REPORT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
$300 million Purchase Price "Gift"

1296. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

(1) Is the view of Mr McCusker that the purchase of the petrochemical project
was "a gift of at least $300 million" correct?

(2) If not, what was the market value of the project at the time of its purchase by
the Govemment and Bond Corporation?

(3) If yes to (1), did she hold that view in 1988 when Cabinet approved the
purchase?

Dr LAWRENCE replied;

(04-2)
See my answer to question 1298.

(3) Not applicable.

McCUSKER REPORT - PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
First Boston Corporation - $400 million Valuation

1298. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

(1) Is Mr McCusker correct in stating that the valuation of $400 million by First
Boston was obtained after the purchase price of $400 million had been fixed?

(2) If so, was First Boston made aware of the price that had been fixed before
completing its valuation?

(3) When did the Premier become aware that the First Boston valuation occurred
after the purchase price of $400 million had been fixed?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1)-(3)
I am advised that the First Boston Corporation was retained to value the
proposed Government equity in the petrochemical project after the entry price
had been agreed. I am also advised that this is common prudent business
practice and that-the valuation was in fact completed prior to the acquisition
on 17 October 1988. Based on the information available, the First Boston
valuation envisaged a range of values of between $130 million and
$185 million for the Government's proposed share, or $297 million to
$423 million for the full project-

RAILWAYS - NORTHERN SUBURBS RAILWAY
Establishment Expenditure

1450. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister advise the amount of funds spent on the establishment of the
northern suburbs railway as at 30 June 1990?
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(2) At what stage is its construction?

(3) What is the expected date of completion?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1) The amount is$8 709 000.

(2) (a) Contract awarded for 22 railear sets.

(b) Crew and workshops facilities built at Qlaisebrook.
(c) Fremantle line near Hamilton Interchange has been deviated in

preparation for tunnel under Roe Street.
(d) Design and tenders documentation in progress.

(3) Expected date of completion up to Bums Beach by December 1993.
SEWERAGE - DARDANUP, BRUNSWICK AND HARVEY

Reticulated Sewerage Funds
1544. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Are funds available to provide or continue reticulated sewerage at Dardanup,
Brunswick and Harvey in the 1990-91 Budget?

(2) Are funds available to upgrade the Hanvey water supply?

(3) If yes to (2), how much and for what purpose?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The Water Authority of Western Australia has advised that no funding has
been provided for infill sewerage in Dardanup, Brunswick or Harvey in
1990-91. Normal provisions for mains extensions have been made.

(2) Yes.

(3) These funds total $662 000, being for a tank, pump station and connecting
mains. A preliminary allocation for a treatment plant has also been made in
1992-93 if this is found to be required.

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT - EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS
1545. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) How many people are employed at the Department of Agriculture?

(2) flow many are employed in the metropolitan area?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) 1 849.

(2) 1 009.
WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANTS - BEENYTJP

Extension 3 Work - Ocean Outlet No 2 Work
1550. Mrs EDWARJES to the Minister for Water Resources:

What are the details of works which will be carried out under the proposed
expenditure for 1990-91 to the -

(a) Beenyup treatment plant extension 3 - primary treatment and
secondary treatment;

(b) Beenyup ocean outlet No. 2 - increase capacity?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(a) In the primary treatment area, work includes the completion of new screens,
skcimmings incineration and pipework to primary sedimentation tanks. On the
secondary side work comprises the completion of four new clarifiers.

(b) Work on the new ocean outlet comprises the commencement of
oceanographic studies, purchase of the outlet pipes and preliminary site work.
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AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD - CRANBROOK REGION
Officer Replacement

1552. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:

When will a replacement Agriculture Protection Board officer be appointed to
the Cranbrook region?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

Recruitment will commence within the next few weeks.

PISTACHIOS - SALINE CONDITIONS SPECIES
1562. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is any work being done to develop a pistachio species which would flourish in
saline conditions?

(2) If not, is any action contemplated?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) Not by the Western Australian Department of Agriculture.

(2) No.

LAND - WWIBINGA AND BRETON BAY
Major Port Development and Heavy Industrial Site

1565. Mr MINSON to the Minister for representing the Minister for Resources:

(1) Is the Government actively seeking to reserve an area for a major port
development and an adjacent heavy industrial site north of Perth?

(2) If so -

(a) at what stage is this investigation;

(b) where will this site be located?

(3) Have studies have been conducted in respect of the Wilbinga area north of
Two Rocks?

(4) If so, have these studies been conducted within the Department or were
consultants engaged to provide a report on this?

(5) If consultants were employed -

(a) who were they and what were their qualifications;

(b) what were the terms of reference issued to the consultants;

(c) what is the estimated cost of the consultancy contract;

(d) has a report been received from the consultants;

(e) if so, will this report be made public and when?

(6) Have studies have been conducted in respect of the Breton Bay area, south of
Ledge Point?

(7) If so, have these studies been conducted within the department or were
consultants engaged to provide a report on this?

(8) If consultants were emrployed-...

(a) who were they and what were their qualifications;

(b) what were the terms of reference issued to the consultants;
(c) what is the estimated cost of the consultancy contract;

(d) has a report been received from the consultants;

(e) if yes, will this report be made public and when?

(9) What is the Governiment's rationale for seeking a new site of this type so close
to the expanding northern suburbs of the Perth metropolitan area?
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(10) Did a simnilar choice some years ago at Kwinana deliver many detrimnental
effects of both a marine and a terrestrial nature to the expanding southern
section of the metropolitan area?

(11) What decisions have been taken to ensure that there will not be a repetition of
the problems experienced by Kwinana in any new site contemplated?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) An investigation of potential sites is wider way.
(2) (a) Two possible sites north of Perth - Wilbiriga and Breton Bay - have

been identified and an investigation of them both is currently under
way.

(b) Not known at this stage.
(3) Yes. See question 2(a).
(4) Consultants have been engaged, reporting to an interdepartmental steering

committee.
(5) (a) Hlalpern Click Maunsell. Consulting engineers and environmental

scientists.
(b) The terms of reference for the study will be forwarded to Mr Minson.

(c) Approximately $215 000.
(d) No.
(e) Not applicable.

(6) See question (3).
(7) See question (4).
(8) See question (5).
(9) The need for a planning study is indicated by the forecasts for future growth

of the metropolitan area population - to approximately two million by the year
2021 according to the Department of Planning and Urban Development -
coupled with the fact that the Kwirtana industrial area is approaching capacity.

(10) When Kwinana was established in the early 1950s environmental regulations
governing heavy industry and the technology of such industry were
significantly less advanced than today. The environmental problems which
have occurred at Kwinana as a result are being addressed. Stringent
environmental controls arid proper forward planning will ensure that similar
problems do not arise in future.

0 1) No decision has been taken to reserve any new industry site. A decision will
only be taken after Governiment is satisfied chat a site is acceptable in respect
of all environmental aspects and that proper planning can be put in place to
protect the site in the context of future planning.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - CONTRACT AP' 902025
Tenlder

1583. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Water Resources:
I refer the Minister to Western Australian Water Authority contract AP
902025 which was tendered for the supply of 20mm ferrule and meter stop
taps and ask -

(a) how many persons tendered;
(bi) who was the successful renderer;

(c) what was the successftildender price;
(d) did the successful tender meet all requirements of the tender

document;
(e) was any component of the tender sourced from overseas;
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(0) if yes to (e), what was die content in monetary ternms of the component
supplied from out of Australia;.

(g) if the successful tender price -as requested in (c) above is confidential
and if the render was a public tender, what are the reasons for such
confidentiality for the price of the successful renderer?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(a) In response to a public tender call, six companies submitted tenders for all

four items involved.
(b) Tita Fittings Pty Ltd was successful for all four items.
(c) This is a schedule of rates contract and as such the tender price is only an

estimate and depends upon the actual quantities ordered by the authority
throughout the contract period. Therefore no contract price as such can be
given and as a matter of policy the various item prices remain confidential.

(d) Yes - with the exception of one minor acceptable technical variation to the
jumper valve item.

(e) No.
(f) Not applicable.
(g) Refer to (c) above. The confidentiallty is in accordance with the Water

Authority's policy on rendering and purchasing.-

MURCHISON RIVER MOUTH, KALBARRI - DREDGING FUNDS
1588. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Transpont:

(1) What funds have been made available in this year's Budget for further
dredging of the Murchison River mouth at Kalbarri?

Mrs B EGGS replied:
$60000.

METROPOLITAN MARKETS ACT - BY-LAWS
Redraft - Minimum Quantities Policy

1589, Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Agriculuire:
(1) Are the Metropolitan Markets Act by-laws currently in the process of being

redrafted?
(2) If so, when is it expected that the new by-laws will be ready for tabling in

Parliament?
(3) Will the new by-laws contain sections to enable a minimum quantities policy

to be enforced?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1). Yes.
(2) By the end of the year.
(3) Yes.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA -HEADWORKS CHARGES
Increases

1593. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Has the Government made a final decision on the amount of increase in

headworks charges which are going to be imposed by the Water Authority of
Western Australia?

(2) If so, what are those increases?
(3) When will those increases come into effect?
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Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GREYHOUND RACING ASSOCIATION ACT -

AMENDMENT
1599. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Racing and Gaining:

(1) Does the Government have any plans to amend the Western Australian
Greyhound Racing Association Act 198 1?

(2) If so, when will this amendment be presented to Parliament?
(3) What will this amendment cover?
Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Autumn session 1991.
(3) The functions of the association and the management and control of the

greyhound industry.

DOWNSTREAM PROCESSING - BUDGET ALLOCATION EXPENDITURE

1608. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Resources:

(1) On what will the $441 000 allocated in the 1990-91 Budget for the attraction
of resources based industries -to Western Australia with an emphasis on
downstream processing of resources be expended?

(2) How much was aliocated for this same purpose in 1989-90?
(3) On what were those funds expended?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) An amount of $441 000 is provided in the 1990-91 Budget for a program by
the Department of Resources Development to attract resource development to
Western Australia. The tasks cover the identification of mineral and energy
development prospects across the State and the promotion of investment by
the private sector to advance these prospects towards comminnents to
proceed. The emphasis is on value adding resource processing of the State's
abundant raw materials. Promotional activities are in large part to make the
many attrractive features of the resources, infrastructure and work force in this
State known to decision makers in relevant resource industries. This
allocation also provides for the department's quarterly joumnal Prospect as one
of the means of promoting investor interest.

(2) The program was allocated $893 000 in 1989-90.

(3) In 1989-90 funds were expended on identification and promotion of resource
investment prospects across all major mineral and energy resource areas.
Amongst a wide range of prospects, these included opportunities to bring gas
discoveries into production for local and export - LNG - markets, downstream
chemical production, iron ore processing to intermediate iron materials and to
steel products, and further processing of mineral sands to pigment and to
titanium.

DRAINAGE DISTRICTS - SERPENTINE-MUNDIJONG DRAINAGE DISTRICT
Drainage Rate Assessment Notices

1613, Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Water Resources:

In relation to the Minister's answer to question 1070 of 1990 -

(a) have drainage rate assessment notices been sent out to the Serpentine -
Mundijong drainage district in the following years -
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(i) 1987-88;
(ii) 1988-89;
(iii) 1989-90;
(iv) 1990-91;

(a) is the Seipentine-Mundijong drainage district presently staffed by
personnel and, if so, how many;

(b) are there any Water Authority offices in the Serpentine-Mundijong
area that are concerned with the administration of that drainage
district;

(c) if so, are these offices open and offering a service to the drainage
district?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(a) (i) 1987-88, yes.
(ii) 1988-89, yes.
(iii) 1989-90, yes.
(iv) 1990-91, yes.

(b) The Serpentine Mundijong drainage district is staffed by five personnel
operating from the authority's depot in Mundijong with further support as
required from Perth South Region's Operations Centre at Canning Vale.

(c)-(d)
The depot at Mundijong provides a service to customers who have inquiries
concerning the operation of the system. If the depot is unattended the calls
are diverted to the main operations centre at Canning Vale.

An emergency service is provided 24 hours a day via the Leederville Service
Centre with standby staff available to attend calls. Account and rating
inquiries are handled by the regional office at Fremantle during normal
working hours.

FAMILY COURT COUNSELLING SERVICE DIRECTOR - FAMILY LAW
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, YORK, ENGLAND

1632. Mr TLUBBY to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Did the Director of the Family Court Counselling Service attend an
international conference on family law in York, England from Sunday,
10OJune to Wednesday, 13 June 1990?

(2) If so, on whose authority did the director attend?

(3) What benefits for Western Australia were derived from this conference?

(4) What was the total cost of this trip?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) Yes.

(2). He -attended as- a private citizen during his long_ service leave.

(3) The theme of the conference was "From Rights to Responsibilities for
Parents - the Emancipation of Children". He will no doubt use the
information obtained in his own work and share it with staff.

(4) All travel and accommodation costs were paid for by the director himself.
The Department for Community Services granted him a $300 contribution
toward the costs of the registration fees.

RESIDENTIAL TENANCY LEGISLATION - REVIEW

1637. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Has the Government commissioned a report into residential tenancy
legislation and the administration of that legislation?

(2) If so, who is conducting that review?
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(3) When will the review be completed?

(4) Will the review be made public?

(5) If not, why not?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

(1) No, under the legislation a review is not due until two years after coming into
operation of the Act which is October 1991. However, a study of the practice
and procedure developing in the Small Disputes Division of the Local Court
in relation to the determination of disputes arising under the Residential
Tenancies Act has been undertaken by Mrs Judy Mc~lown, Lecturer in Law,
Curtin University of Technology.

Not applicable.

SHARK BAY - WORLD HERITAGE LISTING
Government Agreement

1639. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Will the Minister table the full and complete details of the agreement reached
between the State and Federal Goverrnents on the question of the World
Heritage listing of Shark Bay?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable.

MUTTON INDUSTRY -"3D) STUDY"

1640. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:

Further to question 1065 of 1990 -
(a) Can the Minister outline the submissions that the mutton industry,

including the Australian Meat and Livestock Corporation and
individual exporters have made to the "3D3" study of the mutton
industry;

(b) what potential mutton markets have been examined by the "3D3" study
into mutton;

(c) when will the "3D3" study of the mutton industry be issuing a report;
(d) will the "3D3" report be releasing recommendations for the direction of

the Western Australian mutton industry?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(a) An issues paper has been developed with the assistance of all sectors of the
mutton industry and this paper has recently been circulated. The mutton
industry has been asked to comment on the paper outlining issues in the
mutton industry.

(b) WA regularly exports to 30 markets including Japan, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, Papua-New
Guinea, Taiwan, Singapore/Malaysia. As far as markets are concerned,
approaches have been received from Angolan, Iranian and German groups.
These possibilities are being followed up with the trade. Potential markets
will be addressed by the 3-D3 study.

The 1-3-" is an on-going process and strategies will be developed as the
issues are addressed. All sectors of the industry will be consulted. As the
issues are addressed, they will be reported on with a strategies paper. At this
time all export mutton abattoirs are operating at near capacity into a depressed
world market.
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SHARK BAY - WORLD HERITAGE LISTING
Ministerial Discussions

1642. Mr MINSON to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Did the Minister meet recently with Hon Ros Kelly, Federal Minister for the
Environment, to discuss the nomination of the Shark Bay region for World
Heritage listing?

(2) If yes -
(a) did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the Environment

an undertaking from the Federal Government to the Western
Australian Minister for the Environment that it will allow all existing
and future business developments in the pastoral, mining, fishing,
tourist and secondary industries to go ahead without interference, so
long as these industries comply with existing State law;

(b) did the Federal Government provide such an undertaking?

(3) (a) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the
Environment whether any area at Shark Bay listed for World Heritage
listing is to be administered by the State or Federal Government;

(b) if yes, what areas will be administered by which Governments?
(4) (a) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the

Environment which Government will take precedence in respect of
statutory matters - State or Federal;

(b) if yes, which Government will take precedence?

(5) (a) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the
Environment whether this Minister can give an unequivocal
undertaking that existing industries and the ctommunities currently in
place will not be constrained in their development or driven out of the
area through planning prohibition on development, management plans
or international agreements invoked at a later date through politically
driven needs;

(b) if yes, can this Minister give this unequivocal undertaking?

(6) (a) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the
Environment whether the Federal Govern ment will invoke its World
Heritage Properties Conservation Act to render any State/Federal
agreement or back to back State/Federal legislation worthless;

(b) if yes, will the Federal Government invoke its World Heritage
Properties Conservation Act to render any State/Federal agreement or
back to back State/Federal legislation worthless?

(7) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the Environment
whether the Federal Government wil include in any Federal legislation it
enacts, a specific clause giving that piece of legislation precedence over the
existing World Heritage Properties Conservation Act?

(8) Will the Federal Government include in any Federal legislation it enacts, a
specific clause giving that piece of legislation precedence over the existing

- World-Heritage Properties Conservation Act?
(9) (a) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the

Environment the appointment of a neutral Minister of Government to
take responsibility for the area, for example the Minister for Lands, to
ensure equity in all of the above matters and the ongoing
administration of any area of Shark Bay listed under World Heritage
listing;

(b) if yes, will such a Minister be appointed?
(10) (a) Did the Minister discuss with the Federal Minister for the
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Environment whether draft teans and conditions will be provided by
the Federal Government as the basis on which it will proceed should
the Shark Bay area be accepted for World Heritage listing;

(b) if yes, when will these be available and to whom;

(c) if no, why has the Western Australian Government failed to insist on
having such conditions in place to protect the Shark Bay communities
and the rest of Western Australia's citizens?

Mr PEARCE replied:

See answer to question 1639.
DUCK SHOOTING - CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT

DEPARTMENT
Open Season Determination

1643. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

What is the basis on which the Department of Conservation and Land
Management determines whether or not an open season for duck shooting is
declared in any particular year?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The Department of Conservation and Land Management does not determine
whether or not an open season for duck shooting is declared in any particular
year. The role of the department is to provide scientific advice, based upon
biological principles, breeding conditions in wetlands, and counts of duck
populations, as to whether duck populations could sustain an open season.
The decision whether to declare an open season rests with the Minister.

DUCKS - WILD DUCKS
Botulism Poisoning Deaths

1644. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has any attempt been made to estimate the approximate number of wild ducks
that die annually in Western Australia as a result of botulism poisoning?

(2) If so, with what result?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Thtere has been no formal attempt to estimate the number of wild ducks dying
annually from botulism in Western Australia, but, in recent years. it is
believed to exceed 10 000 birds per annum in the greater Perth metropolitan
area.

DUCKS - OPEN DUCK SHOOTING SEASON
Metropolitan Waters Statistics

1645. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has any attempt been made to estimate the approximate number of ducks that
converge on the Swan River and other metropolitan waters during the open
duck shooting season?

(2) If so, what is the approximate number?

Mr PEARCE replied:.

The number of ducks in the greater Perth metropolitan area during duck
shooting seasons varies considerably from year to year, depending largely on
rainfall1 during the preceding winter. Department of Conservation and Land
Management officers estimate that the number is usually between 40 000 and
60 000. Much better estimates will be possible at the conclusion of the
current CALM/Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union study of waterbirds
of the Swan coastal plain that are currently available.
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ABORIGINAL RESERVES - LISTING

1646. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

Would the Minister List the Aboriginal Reserves created since 1988?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The following Aboriginal reserves have been created since 1988 -

COMMUNrTY RESERVE No.

Uidumnbiddie 40349
Camp 61 11463
Ngiling Anjaru 40447
Kaitung "ia 40467
Mudd Springs 40536
Dadu Dadu 40546
Yaksdunya 40551
Ngalingadji 40568
icy Springs 40569
Loomna-Galeru Gorge 40570
[Immingee 40571
Kiwinkcuna 40783
Tjirrkali 40784
Kurlkuta 40785
Mwruwa 40K786
Yapuparra 40787
Mungilli 40859
Yakanarra 40861
Wuogu 40868
Linga Valley 40883
Blue Hills 40930
Nguntuwarta 40940
Butchilbiddie 40948
Wiljilawarrim 41312

COLUIE RIVER -LESCHENALJLT INLET
Boat Speeding - Marine and Harbours Department Parrols

165 1. Mr BRADSHIAW to the Minister for Transport:

(1) When was the last time officers from the Department of Marine and Harbours
patrolled the Colle River near the Lesehenault Wnet and the Leschenault Inet
for boats exceeding the regulated speed limnits?

(2) Does the department have a policy of policing these areas on a regular or
irregular basis?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1) During the long weekend ending 1 October 1990.

(2) The department polices these areas on a frequent but irregular basis as and
when resources are available.

BURNING OF LAND - -COMTROL BURNS
Forest Management Policy

1652. Mir BRADSHAW to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) What is the current policywon forest management with regard to control bumns?

(2) At what time of the year are control bums carried out?

(3) Are there concerns that control burns are carried out at the wrong time of the
year?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(L) The Department of Conservation and Land Management policy for the
application for prescribed burning on forest lands is outlined in sections of the
department's fire management policy adopted in May 1987. The pertinent
sections are as follows -
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Objectives

To use fire as a management tool to achieve land management objectives, in
accordance with designated land use priorities.

Policy

(i) Use of Fire

The department will -

Use planned fire only where this use is in accordance with art
approved management plan, or, where such a plan does not exist, to
protect and maintain the designated priority land use.

Prepare written prescriptions in advance, for approval by senior
designated officers, before any planned fixes are undertaken.

For areas where primary land use is wildlife conservation, use fire in
such a way as to promote the greatest possible diversity and variety of
habitats within prevailing physical or financial constraints.

In small conservation reserves and where information on the impact of
fire is limited, fire will be used conservatively, In such areas the use
of fire will be restricted to -

protection of neighbouring community assets; and

as far as is achievable and within safe limits, ensuring that
different seral stages following fire are represented.

Use prescribed fire or other methods to reduce fuels on appropriate
areas of CALM lands, where it can be demonstrated chat this is the
most effective means of wildfire control, and where undesirable
ecological effects do not result. The frequency of fuel reduction
measures will be governed by the rate of build-up of fuels; the degree
of risk to human lives, the value of the assets to be protected; the
known sensitivity to fire, or dependence on fire, of the kinds of plants
and animals present; and the resources available to carry out the work.

(ii) Public Awareness

The department will provide for public education in relation to the
prevention of fire, the role and use of fir in ecosystem management,
and hazard and risk reduction.

(iii) Research

The department will undertake research into fire prevention and
control, fire ecology and fire behaviour on CALM lands to improve
the scientific basis for, and effectiveness of fire management
programs, including prescribed burning.

A full copy of the CALM policy can be made available if required.

(2) The time of the year at which prescribed burning is conducted varies. Timing
depends on the bum objectives, the vegetation type, the moisture content of
the forest fuel complex, legal restrictions under the Bush Fires Act, the
availability of suitable weather conditions, and availability of funds.

Prescribed burns for hazard reduction purposes are mostly carried out from
September to December, and March to April each year in the jarrah and
wandoo forests, In the karri forest bums are mostly carried out in November
to January and March to April each year. Special purpose bums such as kan'i
regeneration burns or fauna habitat management bums are mostly done in mid
sumnmer months.

(3) Some people are concerned about burning in the spring time. Research has
shown that forest ecosystems are able to recover from fires at any time of the
year provided they do not occur too frequently.
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DUCK SHOOTING - OPEN SEASON
Crown Wetlands Closure

1654. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

Approximately what percentage of Crown wetlands are closed to duck
shooting during a declared open season?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The Department of Conservation and Land Management does not have a
comprehensive inventory of Crown wetlands and is therefore unable to
provide an answer in percentage terms. The 1990 Duck Shooters' Guide
compiled by CALM lists areas where duck shooting is prohibited. Those
areas include all nature reserves (other than those which are game reserves),
national parks, State forests and other areas as listed in the guide. I will
provide a copy of the guide to the honourable member.

DUCK SHOOTING - OPEN SEASON
Shooting Estimates Method - South.West and Lucia Land Divisions

1655. Mr C3RAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

What was the method used by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management to arrive at the estimate of the number of ducks which were shot
during the 1990 open duck shooting season in the south west and Eucla land
divisions?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The method used by the Department of Conservation and Land Management
to estimate the number of ducks shot in 1990 was based on the premise that
all licensed duck shooters shot on open day, half the shooters shot on three
subsequent occasions and that more birds were shot per hunter on opening day
than later in the season.

Opening day mortality = number of licensed shooters (3 301) x [number of
ducks retrieved per hunter (from bag checks = 2.79) + number of birds shot
but not retrieved per hunter (from CALM research = 0.28)] = 10 134.

Remainder of season mortality = number of shooters (1 650) x number of
occasions (3) x [numbers of ducks retrieved per hunter (2) + number of birds
shot but not retrieved (0.2)] = 10 890.

CORPORATIONS - FAILURES
Shareholders Loss Estimates

1656. Mr GPRAYDEN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has any attempt been made to estimate approximate losses by Western
Australian shareholders as a result of recent corporate failures?

(2) If so, with what result?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

SECOND BOARD MARKET- - CAPITAL RAISING PROCESSES
Corporate Affairs Department Report Recommendations

1657. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has the Government completed its consideration of the recent Corporate
Affairs Department report containing recommendations relating to the second
board market and existing capital-raising processes?

(2) (a) If so, have the department's recommendations been endorsed by the
Government;

(b) if not, why not?
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Nix D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) No.

(2) Further advice is being sought.

SECOND BOARD COMPANIES - PERTH STOCK EXCHANGE USTING
1658. Mdr GRAYDEN to die Minister representing the Attorney General:

How many second board companies were listed on the Perth Stack Exchange
in each of the years 1986 to 1990 inclusive?

MU DL. SMITH replied:

30 June 1986 62
1987 104
1988 125
1989 112
1990 84

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - KOOLYANOBBING
Resource or Project Promotions

1666. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Regional Development:

What specific actions is the Department of Regional Development taking to
promote the use of Koolyanobbing for a resource or other project in the area?

Mrs BUCHANAN replied:

In 1989 two officers from the Department of Regional Development and the
North West and the regional manager from Homeswest undertook an
extensive inspection of Koolyanobbing to both update the department's
information on the town and to determine whether there were any feasible
options for use of the infrastructure. Two of the latter included housing for
personnel of mining projects or a low security detention centre. In May 1990
Cabinet approved the formation of a committee to manage Koolyanobbing for
a period of up to five years, to 1995. This committee comprises State and
Shire of Yilgarn representatives and is coordinated by the Department of
Resources Development.

SOCIAL IM4PACT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - PROGRAM STATEMENT
Resource Project Impact Decision Making Process - Local Government

Exclusion

1667. Mr COWAN to die Minister representing the Minister for Resources:

(1) Does the Program Statement of the Social Impact Management Program
contain no recognition of the role of local government in the decision making
process about the social/community, impact of resource projects or proposed
resource projects?

(2) Is it Government policy to exclude local govenmnent from the decision
making process?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The Social Impact Unit includes local government in each of its project

consultations.

(2) No. See (1).

PROJECT ECONOMIC BENEFIT ASSESSMENT SUE-PROGRAM - PROCEDURES
COST BENEFIT STUDIES

In-house Expertise Improvements - External Consultants Reduction
1668. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Resources:

What are the cost savings or other measurable benefits that are expected to be
achieved by the projected improvements in in-house expertise to review the
net benefits of resource projects and the consequent reduction in reliance on
external consultants by the Project Economic Benefit Assessment Sub-
Program?
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Mr TAYLOR replied:

Under the Whiite Paper procedures cost benefit studies will be required for
projects seeking significant financial assistance. To date this has been sought
from outside consultants because of confidentiality considerations on the pant
of companies providing cost sensitive information to Government. In
addition the internal skill base for undertaking such assessments has been too
narrow.

Given that these evaluations will in future be required for medium ranked and
smaller projects, the use of outside consultants will be used to extend the
internal skill base of the Department of Resources Development and lessen
future reliance on outside expertise.

PROGRAM STATEMENTS VOL 1 - PROJECT DELAYS
Government Agency Responsibility

1669. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Resources:

Which Goverrnent agencies were responsible for the delays in the various
approvals for projects in the minerals, energy and chemical sectors, as
identified on pages 226 and 227 of the Program Statement, Vol. I?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

As was indicated in the program statement, no projects were delayed or lost in
1989-90 but a few were inconvenienced by delays within agencies. As these
did not affect the progress of the projects, it is not appropriate to single out the
projects or the agencies.

As is indicated in the program statement, these delays within agencies are to
be addressed in the coming year to improve efficiency of the internal
processes. The effectiveness of the overall interaction with projects is seen in
the fact that none was delayed or lost over the year.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - SOCIAL- INFRASTRUCTURE
NEEDS STUDY

Specific Issues
1670. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Regional Development:

What specific issues are addressed in a social infrastructure needs study
conducted by the Department of Regional Development?

Mrs BUCHANAN replied:
Various issues may be discussed in a social infrastructure needs study
depending on the circumstances in which it is undertaken. Some studies are
specific, for example the Pilbara Youth Needs Study, or aimed at broader
issues for a town or a whole region.

RESOURCES - SIX RESOURCE AGREEMENTS/VARIATIONS
Ratification

1673. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Resources:
What are the six resource agreements/variations to resource agreements that
are expected to be ratified in 1990-91?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

Iron Ore (Hamersley Range) Agreement Variation.
Iron Ore (Mount Newman) Agreement Variation.
Iron Ore (Marillana Creek) Agreement.
Alumina Refinery (Worsley) Agreement Variation.
Alumina Refinery (Alcoa) Agreement Variation.
BHiP Integrated Steelworks Agreement Variation.
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PROGRAM STATEMENTS VOL 1 - DOWNSTREAM PROCESSING
IN4DUSTRIES

Electric Power Initiatives

1674. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Resources:

As the Issues and Trends under the Attraction of Resources Investment
Program (Program Statements1 Vol. 1, page 224) identifies Western
Australia's high energy costs relative to other Stares as a disincentive for the
development of downstream processing in Western Australia, why does the
program's planned achievements for 1990-91 make no reference to any
attempt to reducing the cost of electricity in Western Australia?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

This departmnent's initiatives on electric power availability and cost, as these
impact on the existing and prospective downstream processing of resources in
this State, are inherent in a number of the department's programs. for
example, the program "Promotion of a Development Environment" targets an
energy development strategy which includes energy supply to electric power
generation as weU as power availability itself. The sub-program on Net
Benefit Identification and Promotion is also to identify the cost/benefits to the
community associated with certain power intensive industry.

Under both the Attraction of Resources Investment Program and the
Promotion of a Development Environment Program, the department is
addressing with SECWA the formulation of industrial power tariffs which
will provide affordable incentives for the attraction of new downstream
processing industries. It is anticipated that recommendations in this area will
be put to Cabinet early in L991.

PUBLIC SERVICE MEDAL - PURPOSE

1679. M~r COWAN to the Minister for Public Sector Management:

(1) What is the purpose of the proposed Public Service Medal?

(2) Who will detenuine who gets it?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) On 18 October 1989 Her Majesty the Queen approved of Letters Patent
establishing the Public Service Medal.

The Public Service Medal Regulations provide, in part, that -

"31(l) The Medal shall be awarded to a person only for outstanding
public service by the person -

(a) with the Commonwealth, a State or a local government or with
an authority of the Commonwealth, a State or a local
government; or

(b) in an office or position remunerated by or on behalf of the
Commnonwealth, a State or a local government."

(2) The regulations also provide, in part, that -

"4.(l) An award of the Medal shall be made by the Governor-General
and notified in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette.

(2) The Medal shall not be awarded except upon the nomination of
the responsible Minister.

- (3) For the purposes of subregulauion (2), the responsible Minister
is:

(a) in the case of the service with the Commonwealth, with an
authority of the Commonwealth or in an office or position
remunerated by or on behalf of the Commonwealth - the Prime
Minister or a Minister of State for the Commonwealth acting
for and on behalf of the Prime Minister;
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(b) in the case of service with a State, a local government of the
State, an authority of the Stare or of the local government or in
an office or position remunerated by or on behalf of the State
or the local government - the Premier of that State or a
Minister of the Crown of that State acting for and on behalf of
the Premier,

1684. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

(1) What is the estimated readership of the bimonthly reviews published by the
State Government London Agency for the European business community?

(2) What has been learnt from the recent readership survey conducted jointly by
the London Agency and the Confederation of Western Australian Industry?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) The Western Australian Reviews are distributed to approximately 1 657
recipients. While actual readership is difficult to assess, it would be in excess
of this number.

(2) The survey conducted suggested that the circulation list in use at thar time be
significantly reduced and that altemnative publication strategies be
investigated. Both suggestions are being implemented.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S OFFICE - 114 FIBS
Public Service Secondmet Statistics

1685. Mr COWAN to the Treasurer:

Of the 114 FTEs in the Auditor General's Office, how many are on short term
secondment from the Public Service?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

As at 22 October 1990 there was only one FFE on secondrment from the
Public Service. Four temporary officers are also employed under Public
Service Act conditions.

DUCKS - WILD DUCK STATISTICS
South West, Goldfields, Pilbara and Kimberley Areas

1692. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

Do the wild duck numbers referred to in answer to question 1586 of 1990
refer only to estinmates of numbers in the south west and Eucla land divisions
or to those in all areas of Western Australia including the Kimberley region?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The break-up of the numbers referred to in the answer to question 1586 is as
follows -

South West Grey Teal 350 000
Pacific Black Duck 200 000
Australian Shelduck 150 000-
Maned Duck 35000
Pink-eared Duck 30 000
Australasian Shoveler 12 000

- - Chesrhu t Te 10000
Hardhead 4000

Goldfields No data available

Pilbara No data available

Kimberley Plumed Whistling Duck 100 000
Hardhead 80000
Pacific Black Duck 50000
Grey Teal 50000
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Wandering Whistling Duck 20 000
Pink-eared Duck 10 000
Maned Duck 5 000

COMPANIES CODE -SECTION 556
Charges and Convictions Statistics -Court of Petty Sessions and

District Court
1694. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) How many charges were laid under Section 556 of the Companies Code in
each of the years 1987 to 1990 inclusive in the -
(a) Court of Petty Sessions;
(b) District Court?

(2) Of the above how many convictions were recorded?
(3) How many Section 556 charges are pending in the -

(a) Court of Petty Sessions;
(b,) District Court?

Mr DL. SMITH replied:

(L) Petty Sessions District Court
1987-88 108 Nil
1988-89 182 Nil
1989-90 214 (includes Petty Sessions

and District Courts)
(2) Petty Sessions District Court

1987-88 52 Nil
1988-89 69 (16 discharged Nil

under s.669)
1989-90 42 (includes Petty Sessions

and District Courts)
(3) (a)-(b)

172 (includes Petty Sessions and District Courts) as at 30 June 1990.
DUCKS - WILD DUCK STATISTICS

Death Cause Estimates
1695. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has an attempt been made to estimate the percentage of wild ducks that die in
their first year as a result of natural causes and human induced changes to the
wetlands?

(2) If so, what is that percentage?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Work done in Australia and North America has shown that, very
approximately. 50 per cent of ducklings die before they reach the flying stage.
Studies by the Department of Conservation and Land Management of Pacific
Black Duck show that a further 50 per cent of birds die between fledging and
reaching one year of age. Thus the mortality rate in the first year is
approximately 75 per cent for Pacific Ducks. The rate is believed to be
similar for other species.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND - PROGRAM STATEMENTS DIVISION 2
Legislative Assembly 2 EYE Staff Increase - $357 000 Salaries

Estimate Increase

1696. Mr COWAN to the Speaker:
As Division 2 of the CRF program statements shows an increase in the
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Legislative Assembly's staff of 2 FTEs, why is there an increase in the
salaries estimate of $357 000 (Program Statements, page 5)?

The SPEAKER replied:
The salaries estimate figure shown is incorrect. The correct figure should be
$730 000, which is an increase of $52 000.

BUSES - SERVICES REDUCTION
Willeton and Rossmoyne - Lynwood and Riverton

1697. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Transport:
With respect to metropolitan bus services would the Minister-
(a) confirm that bus services linking the city with Willetton and

Rossmoyne will be reduced due to budgetary restraints;
(b) advise which specific routes will be affected, and in what way will

they be reduced;
(c) (i) advise if bus services in the Lynwood and Riverton areas will

also be reduced;,
(ii) if so, which specific routes will be affected, and in what way?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(a) Transperth continuously reviews services in all areas to make the most

effective-'se of resources.
(b) Service frequencies on routes 170-179 inclusive are being varied during peak

periods with the present four minute frequency becoming five minutes. This
will result in the deletion of one inbound trip in the morning and four
outbound trips between 3.30 pm and 5.30 pm.

(c) (i) Lynwood services will not be reduced. Some of the 170-179 routes
pass through Riverton en route to Willenon and are subject to
alteration as described in (b).

(ii) No services in the Lynwood-Willetton-Riverton area, other than the
170 series routes, will be affected.

DAYLIGHT SAVING - SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Business Comnmunity Opposition Representations

1698. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Small Business:
(1) Has the Small Business Development Corporation had representations made

to it by sections of the business community opposed to the introduction of
daylight saving?

(2) If so -
(a) what sections have made such representations;
(b) in what specific ways would such sections be adversely affected?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) No.
(2) -. Not applicable.

BUSINESS NAMES -REGISTRATION POLICY
1703. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

What is the Government's policy regarding the continuation of the
requirement of registration of business names?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
Responsibility for the registration of business names will still remain with the
State if the Australian Securities Commission takes over responsibility for
companies and securities legislation.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COM[MISSION - "CAB INET KNEW OF
DEALS - AIDS" REPORT

Serious Questions

7431 Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Is the Premier aware of the media report in The West Australian on Saturday
titled 'Cabinet knew of deals - aides" which stated -

Premier Carmen Lawrence said earlier in the day that Mr Rees should
not be made the scapegoat for the SOIC's financially disastrous
involvement in WA Inc.

But the Premier said serious questions still needed to be answered
about the role of former Cabinet ministers and advisers in the SGIC's
loss-making business deals.

(2) What are some of the serious questions that she believes still need to be
answered over the State Government Insurance Commission's loss making
business deals?

(3) Which Ministers was she referring to when expressing her concern about their
roles in these affairs?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes, I am aware of the report in Saturday's edition of The West Australian

and, indeed, in media reports the evening before.

(2)-(3)
It is interesting that The West Australian was the only newspaper which
contained a quote attributed to me along those lines and, in fact, it was careful
not to put the statements in inverted commas, for the very good reason that I
have never said that. It is important to recognise that the questions relating to
the State Government Insurance Commuission and the Government Employees
Superannuation Board have been properly referred to the Auditor General and
the Solicitor General for their advice. As we have indicated, that advice will
be acted upon by Govemnment as appropriate. It is critical in this matter that
that course of action be followed. The problem with the question is that it is
based on a false premise.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMM[ISSION - DEPUTY PREMIER
Investment Role

744. Mr RIPPER to the Deputy Premier:

Will the Deputy Premier comment on allegations made by the Leader of the
Opposition that he had a role in the decisions relating to investments by the
State Government Insurance Commission?

Points of Order
Mr WATT: Is it in order under our Standing Orders for a question to ask for a

comment? Is that not seeking an opinion?

The SPEAKER: I do not want to hold up question time and, as I was not listening to
the question as intently as I might have. Now that this matter has been drawn
to my attention I will certainly change that. I ask that a copy of the question
be handed to me and I will make a determination.

Mr RIPPER: In asking the Deputy Premier to comment [ seek information from him
on this matter, and I hope you, Mr Speaker, will consider that point when you
consider the legality of the question.

The SPEAKER: I have had an opportunity to take a quick look at the question and
we can proceed with it straightaway rather than hold up the House. The
question asks for a comnment rather than an opinion, and there is a small
difference between the two,
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Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr TAYLOR: I am pleased to comment on this matter. Far be it from me to give an

opinion on such matters, although it does not prevent the Leader of the
Opposition from giving opinions on matters far and wide.
The Government has made very clear its attitude as far as these matters are
concerned. As I said when I tabled the report from Mr Rees on Thursday, the
Government will put all the information on the matter on the Table. I made it
clear at that time that when that sort of information came to the Government it
would be referred to the proper authorities. That is exactly what the
Government has done in relation to these issues. That is the way they should
be handled. The Government has also made it clear to the Opposition and to
others that if sincere allegations are made in relation to all these sorts of
issues, they will be investigated thoroughly. That has been done, it will
continue to be done and the matters will be referred to the appropriate
authorities.

With reference to the allegations, I said at the Press conference onThrdy
and it is certainly no State secret, that [ had knowledge of the BRP share deal.
That was reported in the Press at the timne that issue was dealt with. As has
been mentioned by the Attorney General in the other place on a number of
occasions in relation to these matters, there was knowledge of the Bell share
issue.

I want also to deal with the feeble fiction that is contained in the sort of notice
of motion that the Leader of the Opposition put before this House today in
connection with these matters. The absolutely unsubstantiated comments he
has made in relation to this issue over the past couple of days show how far he
is prepared to go when slinging mud. I want to show how far he is prepared
to go by referring to the gobbledegook the Liberal Opposition will roll up
before the Parliament for us to deal with. I want to give an example of the
gobbledegook as it applies to the motion I assume the Opposition will move
tomorrow. I ask members to listen to the comments in this motion and the
so-called English -

Point of Order
Mr CLARKO: It seems to me that the Deputy Premier is beginning to debate a

motion of which notice has been given for tomorrow. I ask you, Mr Speaker,
to rule on whether that is appropriate.

The SPEAKER: Before ruling on this point of order, I initially want to address the
direct point made. It took me some time to ascertain where the motion
appeared on the page just handed to me. In fact, the whole page is devoted to
the motion. [ said earlier today, as I have said on several other occasions, that
motions should not contain argument, and. it is clear that this motion does. In
any event, that has been accepted.

It is also the practice of the House that a member can be asked a question on
any subject before the House. That has been done. However, a member
cannot enter too deeply into debate on subject matter that is yet to be
discussed; that is. the motion. I do not think the Deputy Premier was doing
that, but I caution members on that point. They should not enter too deeply
into debate on these matters, but they may answer questions that are properly
before the House.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr TAYLOR: Members should be aware of this notice of motion, and the Minister

for Education should give his particular attention to it. The notice of motion
refers to -

claims by former senior Government advisers and public servants,
Kevin Edwards and Tony Lloyd, that major investment decisions
described by Mr Taylor as being "unacceptable" had been made

6509



contrary to his advice to the Parliament, in some instances with
Cabinet approval and in other cases the decisions had been taken after
consultation and approval by the Premier of the day, the responsible
Minister at times of which he was the Minister and other Ministers,.

Mr Gordon Hill: Are there any commas or full stops in it?

Mr TAYLOR: There are some but I do not know whether they are in the right places.
It is an absolute nonsense that the Opposition should roll up to this Parliament
asking us to consider a motion of that quality. If the Opposition is serious in
calling for the Premier to stand me down, it should try to get some of its
motion right.

LIQUOR ACT - REVIEW
Liquor Indus"r Commitment

745. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Racing and Gamning:

(1) Has the Minister given the liquor industry a commitment to review the Liquor
Act?

(2) If yes, what was that commitment?

(3) Has it been or will it be honoured?

(4) Can the Minister assure the House that the review will give priority to the
social issues relevant to the Liquor Act, such as Sunday trading and
occasional permnits?

(5) When will the review be completed?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(L)-5)
A review of certain sections of the Liquor Act was instigated by my
predecessor in 1989. The purpose of that review was to identify technical
flaws within the Act and all industry groups were consulted as part of that
review.

The review was not intended to consider all aspects of the legislation, which
was only introduced in 1988 and after extensive industry consultation. I
expect to be in a position soon to take the results of that review to Cabinet for
consideration of amendments to the Act for introduction in 1991~. The social
issues that the member for Avon has raised were taken into consideration at
the time the Act was enacted in 1988, and the Act provides for total review at
the end of five years of operation, in 1993.
That is not to say that I am not concerned about some of the matters implied
in the member's question. Some social issues relevant to the Liquor Act such
as Sunday trading and occasional permits are under review. I will be able to
make a determination about those matters later. The current review is the
result of a commuitment given to the industry to ensure that, in a mechanical
sense, the Liquor Act is working correcdly.

QUESTIONS - UNANSWERED
Minister for Transport

746. Mrs WATKINS to the Minister for Transport:

Would the Minister advise on the accuracy of a suggestion made by the
Leader of the Opposition in the other place that the Minister for Transport is
the major offender in not answering parliamentary questions?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

I am delighted to have the opportunity to answer this question. The average
turnaround time of parliamentary questions by my office is less than two
sifting days from receipt. 1 have always put a high priority on a prompt
response to questions directed to my areas of responsibility. My
understanding from the office of the Legislative Council is, without counting
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the actual number of questions, that my office receives more questions than
that of any other Cabinet Minister.
From my records, I received 69 questions in the six sitting days from
25 September 10 18 October. In addition, a further seven questions were
referred to rme which were directed to the Premier, Of the 76 questions asked,
43 came from Hon George Cash, 19 of which related to the Fremantle Port
Authority. I have no objection to responding to members' questions. I
understand how the parliamentary system works. However, it disturbs me
when I look at the questions to find that a number of them are repeated. This
leads me to believe that the member is not really interested in the answer but
more in compiling a large number of questions against his name at the end of
the sessions.
If one looks at and analyses the questions he has asked, one wonders what is
his interest. I thought he was trying to undermine the position of the shadow
Minister for Transport, the member for Moore, and I think he probably was. I
notice that he has now shifted his attack arid all the questions he is now asking
relate to tounism matters, so perhaps his anger or determination is more
directed at the Leader of the Opposition int this place, with whom he is angry
for removing him from his position after the leadership challenge.

Mr Clarko: That is drawing a long bow.
Mrs BEGGS: It is not drawing a long bow; it is spot on! Members might be

interested to know that a conservative estimate is that each question costs $60
to answer. Therefore, Hon George Cash's 19 questions on the Fremnantle Port
Authority, several of which were repeated, cost taxpayers $1 140, and that is
for just one group of questions. I put to Hon George Cash that if he is really
interested in getting information I can organise briefings for him.

Mr Court: If your Government had been truthful in answering questions we would
have saved $1 billion.

Mrs BEGGS: All of the questions that have been asked have been answered
truthfully, but I object to having to answer the same question three or four
tune at a cost to taxpayers.

SCHOOLS - CARMEL PRIMARY SCHOOL
Closure Decision

747. Mr THOMPSON to the Minister for Education:
Is the Minister aware that apprehension has been expressed by some members
of the Cannel community about the future of their primary school and, if so,
can he advise if a decision has been made in relation to that school and what
that decision is?

Dr GALLOP replied:
It is a strange thing, but only last night I signed a memorandum authorising -

the Education Ministry to contact the member for Darling Range on the
subject of the closure of the Cannel School. Ths school has preprimary and
years one to three students attending. Currently, 32 students are at the school,
and next year there will be only 23. Over recent years the number of students
at the school has varied from about 12 to 40. If the school remains in
operation next year there would have to be a reduction in the staffing
allocation.
Given the proximity of Wall iston Primary School, one of the bigger schools in
the area - and certainly a fine primary school - and Pickering Brook school
fairly close by, it would make a lot of sense, given that children from the same
families who have completed year three go on to years four, five and six at
Walliston, that those family groups stay together at the same school.
Therefore, I have authorised the Education Ministry to move to close that
school at the end of 1990.
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STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMVISSION - GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES SUPERANNUATION BOARD
McCusker Report - Business Dealings Inquiry

748. Mr LEWIS to the Premier:
In view of the many recent revelations to do with the State Government
Insurance Commission and the Government Employees Superannuation
Board since the McCusker report, is it a fact that -

(1) The SQIC's $490 million property and BHP11 share purchase from
Holmes a Court interests were conditional on the vendor depositing
$50 million with Rothwells in November 1987?

(2) The SGIC's $300 million Bell share and convertible note purchase
contqmporaneously with Bond Corporation's similar purchase was
conditional on Bond interests depositing $100 million in Rothwells in
April 1988?

(3) The SCIC's and the GESB's Terrace drive, the Westralia Square
property sale, was conditional on the Packer-Anderson interests, as
purchasers, depositing $50 million with Rothwells in around March
1988?

(4) If yes to any of the first three questions, will investigations into why
these dealings were made be initiated and, if so, by whom?

Dr LAWARENCE replied:

1 appreciate that I can be asked questions about any matter applying to any
time in the past or, indeed, to some time in the future. However, in a manter
such as this where obviously a precise answer is required and where the
member for Applecross would be the first to complain if it were not provided,
I think it appropriate he put his question on notice and he will then be given a
correct answer in due course. At the same rime, these are specific matters that
require questions to be asked of boards and records to be examined. That is
the way the matter proceeds, as the member knows, on many occasions.

Mr Lewis: I want to know whether you are going to investigate it.

Dr LAWRENCE: As I have said previously, if there is any suggestion of impropriety
appropriate action will be taken, as it has been taken on a number of
occasions. Members opposite cannot get that through their heads. They
apparently do not acknowledge what has already taken place and will take

place in future. When a member wishes to use words such as "revelation"
when asking a question it may give that member a thrill in the pit of his
stomach but, frankly, it is not then a fair question and not reasonable to
require the level of detail that the question requires from anyone in this House
expecting the answer to be sufficiently accurate to satisfy the member's
penchant (or piffling detail.

INDUSTRIAL LANDS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - CONTRACTS OF SALE
Interest Rates

749. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

Can the Minister advise the current interest rate charged by the Industrial
Lands Development Authority on contracts of sale?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

I -

Mr Kierath: This will not get you off the hook.

Mr TAYLOR: Does the member wants some good news?

MrCarr: No.
Mr TAYLOR: No, he would not. Perhaps I should not answer.
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I thank the member for his question as I know he has a special interest in the
business community and how we might best deal with some of the issues
facing it today. I am pleased to advise that interest rates on contracts of sale
for industrial land purchased from ILDA have been cut to 15.75 per cent per
annumn. This rate applies where purchasers take advantage of the credit terms
offered and is in line with the general decline in interest rates in the
community. The reduction will apply to all outstanding amounts from
purchasers who bought sites from the authority prior to February this year. I
am pleased that the authority has made a decision to look at the people who
have already entered into contracts with it in relation to purchase prices and
interest rates while at the same time making a decision in relation to those
people to reduce the interest rate they are paying currently.

This move should encourage some people in the industry to develop those
industrial sites. But we have gone further than that. Rather than just cut
interest rates on contracts of sale, in a bid to encourage business to take up
industrial land, since February this year the terms offered to buyers by the
Industrial Lands Development Authority have been on the basis of an interest
free period of six months, plus a rate of interest of 12 per cent per annumn for
the balance of the 12 months. That is the maximum credit free period. I am
sure that these sound initiatives undertaken by ILDA are encouraging to
business.

I should also mention, for the benefit of members who have seats in the
northern suburbs, that in order to encourage people to establish themselves in
the Wangara business park, ILDA is offering interest free terms to the first
12 purchasers of industrial blocks in that business park for the first 12 months.
These are real incentives for business not only to buy into those areas but also,
having purchased there, to go ahead with industrial development. We
welcome that move.

POWER STRIKE - INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION ACTION
Stoppage Effect - Essential Services Legislation

750. Mr COURT to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) What steps has the Government taken to try to avert a major power strike
planned for tomorrow?

(2) What effect will this stoppage have on industry in this State?

(3) Will the Government support essential services legislation to stop
irresponsible and destructive strikes in essential industries such as power
generation?

Mr TROY replied:

I am pleased to have the opportunity to indicate to the House that the
Industrial Relations Commnission has today made an order in these terms -

THAT notwithstanding the terms of any award or industrial agreement
whether registered or otherwise, The Construction, Mining and Energy
Workers' Union of Australia, Western Australian Branch and the
Amalgamated Metal Workers and Shipwrights Union of Western

-Australia- shall, forthwith, in respect of any industrial action ensure
that their members shall perform such work as is necessary in power
stations and ancillary operations as will guarantee the continuous
supply of electric power at the normial levels of demand.

Once again that illustrates the effectiveness of the industrial relations process
in this State. In a number of instances recently the commission has acted in a
very responsible way, and the Government fully supports those processes and
the actions of the commission in this area.
May I point this out briefly to members opposite: They continually raise the
question of essential services legislation. Shortly after the last State election
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members opposite were going to rush such legislation into this House. We
have yet to see it. Deep down 1 think members opposite understand that
experience proves that such legislation does little more than prolong the
duration of indusrrial disputes and is completely contrary to the spirit we have
been able to develop in this State of cooperation in the labour relations scene.
We are proud of our record, and it will further improve from the basis on
which it is now operating.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS - COMPANIES
Award Wages Payment Failure

751. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Works:

(1) Is the Minister aware of instances where some companies holding
Government contracts have not been paying award wages?

(2) Further, what action has she taken to ensure that workers are not exploited?

Mrs BUCHANAN replied:

(1) 1 thank the member for Fremantle for the question. I amn aware there have
been instances where employees of companies holding Government contracts
have not been paid their rightful wages. This is somet~ing I would never
condone. It amounts to exploitation, as the member correctly points out.

(2) I am pleased to infomin the House that I have instructed the Building
Management Authority not to award contracts to companies which have failed
in their obligations to workers. The companies involved include those with
minor contracts; that is contracts whose values are under $ 100 000. However,
[ am considering extending this measure to the bigger organisations which
hold Governmnrt contracts which come within my jurisdiction.

I amn particularly concerned about a recent case which resulted in some
employees actually seeking my direct involvement in a dispute with their
employer over the payment of wages. In this case workers had been sacked
because they had complained to the contractor about not being paid for
several weeks, and they were in difficult financial circumstances. They
approached my office because they warned to know if the Building
Management Authority had some way of paying their due wages.
Unfortunately, under the terms of the contract, it was not possible for the
BMA to act directly, as proof of failure to pay must be established in a
recognised court. Of course, such action can take a considerable time and
needs to be initiated by the people involved or their union.

The quickest and most effective way to ensure that contractors comply with
Government contracts which stipulate award wages must be paid is to make
sure that where companies have defaulted they do not receive further
Government business. The State Government will not sit back and see
employees exploited in the manner I have outlined, and members can be
assured that I shall take decisive action to ensure that those companies which
have Government contracts respect the relevant awards and pay their
employees accordingly.

BANKING SUMMIT - ARRANGEMENTS
752. Mr HOUSE to the Deputy Premier:

With regard to his commitment to a proposed banking summit, can the
Deputy Premier inform the House what stage arrangements for that summit
have reached, and at approximately what date the summit will be held?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

I am happy to inform the House and the deputy leader of the National Party
that people from my office and from the office of the Minister for Agriculture
have been working with others to try to arrange this summit. We were hoping
to hold it in the week that Parliament breaks; I think the first or second week
in November. I am very anxious to make certain that the Minister for
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Agriculture is part of that summit. I know that he has commitments during
the course of that week, so we will try to work around them. Apart from the
senior people and the major financial institutions of Western Australia, we are
looking at bringing together those involved with firms which have a direct
involvement with rural industry in Western Australia. I hope also to involve
both the Leader of the National Party and perhaps one other member of the
National Party, and I hope the Leader of the Liberal Party and one other
member of the Liberal Party, myself and the Minister for Agriculture, and
perhaps one or two other members on this side who have a specific interest in
this issue.

At this stage we are looking at the numbers, which are approaching 45. 1 have
had a proposed agenda items for discussion drawn up, and we are considering
how to go about bringing a resolution to some of those items.

There are two critical issues. One is the time, and the second is the number of
people who, rightly or otherwise, feel that they should be there. It would be
better to deal with smaller numbers than larger ones.

May I 'mention in passing that we are hoping to be able to approach you.
Mr Speaker, to use the Legislative Assembly Chamber for this summit. I
think it was in 1984 or thereabouts that the Rural Hardship Committee met
here. That meeting was of a very similar nature and was with the major banks
of Western Australia to discuss this very issue. We may be able to repeat that
sort of use of the Chamber, but we can discuss that at a later time. The work
is under way. The two critical issues are the date and who should be there.

ROADS - BEAUFORT STREEr, INGLEWOOD
Fed estrian Safety Measures

753. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport:

Can the Minister outline any measures being taken to increase pedestrian
safety, especially for seniors, in Beaufort Street, Inglewood?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

I thank the member for Maylands for some notice of this question. I am
pleased to advise her that the Main Roads Department identified the problem
in Beaufort Street, near Tenth Avenue, Inglewood, in the vicinity of the
autumn centre, the Post Office and the library.

Mr Kierath: What about Shelley Bridge? Someone was run over there.

Mrs BEGGS: Has the member seen me?

Mr Kierath: I have put forward a suggestion about two lanes there and nothing has
been done. They promised to come back to me.

Mrs BEGGS: Has the member spoken to me about it?

Mr Kierath: I spoke to your department.

Mrs BEGGS: The member should come and speak to me.

Mr Kierath: I shall come and speak to you afterwards.

Mrs BEGGS: Returning to the question by the member for Maylands, it was decided
that a pelican signal crossing was warranted. The installation of the pelican
s ignal was deferred by ihe&Main Roads Departmenit until the City of Stirling

finalised its plans for the development of the autumn centre. As a result the
crossing location was moved a short distance to provide a better service to
patrons of the centre. Work on the installation of the crossing, which includes
median islands, commenced recently, and the crossing is expected to be in use
during the first week in November.
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